WAR RESISTERS IN ENILE:
THE MEMOIRS OF AMEX-CANADA

The single most important role in defeating
Washington’s aggressive aims in Indochina was
played by the Vietnamese, K hean,

Laorfan resistance zovenénts. Very significant,
but little understood, uas the erosion of

U.S. economy during the Vietnam War years, bozh
interpationally and domest (ca]lv which had &
Limiting effect on the extent of IS, resources
committed to the wa But we shouldn't under-
estimate the mmnnuuon made by the U

antivar movement to helping the Indochinese
liberation fighters dexeaL the American mili-
tary machine.

The role of the civilian antiwar movement in
Leating Aserican popular opinfon agatnsc the
war was crueial. In cthe end, the fact ’:a[ u.s.

£ the

tonils ability to wege che war than civilisn anci

ar prorests, but the military resistance move-
ment could not have taken place without the
civilian antiwar movement and the public con-
sciousness it created.

In comenting on the draft resistance mave:

in general. by highlighting Mubsmad Ali's

Tefusal to be drafied, New York Times columnist
Tom Wicker had this to say

hat, indeed, would bappen if only, say
100,000 young men flacly refused to serve
in rmed forces, regardless of t
1eg..1 pm,hion regardless of the cor
sequence:

A hur\drod thousand Muhammad Alis, of
course, ‘could be jailed. Bur if the Johnson
Administration had to prosecute 100,000
Anericans in order to maintain its author-
i:y its real power to pursue the Vier-

se war or any other policy would be
:"ipplcd Lf not destroyed. Ir would then
be Faced not with dissent but with civil
disobedience on a scale amounting to revolt

¢ momoirs of Geaeral Westmoreland and various
officials of the Johnson nd Hixen Adainiscra-
tions make it clear that Washington was
sexiously concerned about The extent of sarivar
resistance and protests, and that the antivar
movement did, in fact, have a genuine effect on
the timing and scope of U.S. war policies.
During the Vietnam War period, roughly 503,000
GIs deserted from the ranks of the military:
nearly 800,000 Gis were discharged from the
military less-than-honorably; about 209,000
viblations of the Selective Service System were
reported to its headquarcers in Washington: and
in'the range of 1,000,000 draft-age men never

by Jack Colhoun

tered for the draft. In drief, the situa-
Tion within the military services vis so serions
Shac 4k Led atlifacy i mantan] Colonel Robert D.

Be 13 mclude in the June 1971 Amcd Forces
Journal that “che morale, d‘sclpllne
Battleworchiness of the U.S. Armed Forces are,
with a few salient exceptions, lower and worse
than ac any time in this century and possibly
in the history of the United Stares.” It is no
exaggeration to say that troop withdrawals from
Viet e accelerated by the GI revolt and
the alarming desertion rate. Clearly, the anti-
ot movement was able Lo oyt s Seitieall setond
front during the Vietnam War
Our struggle o end the war was 2 people‘s
cruggle, its ns:co—y a people lnzory.
If the rich aod pousrful who own
natural resources :oxporltions Tivs Chatr
way--and it is the interests of this Tuling
class chat the war irself served--then the his-
tory of the antiwer movement-will remain unwrit-
ten, or will be told from their perspective.
Too many high school and college history texc-
books deal with the vast opposition to the wai
by saying that it was courageous Poticictans
McCarthy, George MeGove

emocratic system of its own accord
sighted the wrongs of this “tragic”

fean history. w better. The poli-
s iovar Boved SgalBsE EHe NaE SHELL Lhey
elc pressure from below, from the people who
re supposed to fight, and to pay for the war

JAod i che history cextbaok writers ever ger
to discussing the amnesty question; che

vm nke\y £ollov the same pattern. Many of the

"courageous" politicians who had opposed various
x or amnesty, and then

that's what future generations of Am
Do Caneht; L Che ufece da dtecusved atisl
a5 the 0.5 ruling class reveites the history ‘of
Vietnam ex;

“one sajor alfficulty in yriting a pesple’s
history, especially of the 1960s and 197
e
movo eeitical informacion
was transmitted over the Telephone. The antiwar
movement developed out of a vacuum with respect
to understanding pasc progressive movements in
American history, t a vacuum in its wake
¥izh respect to understanding itself. The Xew

t and the antiwar movement bad little sense
B¢ Wincary, sad 1iLtie subeed Pac bkving e e
torical record which could be of value to future




against U.S. imperialisa.

Avectean striggles
over our years

could piece together our sto
formacion was nover zecorded on

only in our memories. cugh AMEY dm not play

& major role in rhe Szlleixdc ant fva

ve did play & cencral zole in the Gevelopeent o

Tich OF exiled deats restecers seg desers

t al30 in Sweden.

ton's ability to conseripe
an imperialist arzy, @ coneribuced ke the de-

clining. combaz effectiveness of =
chermote, war resistera were able to Sak 3 sie-
nificant sont 1::\ £o organizing and

E T antivar front
rou the councries of Thair exile. Alchough a
large body of lirerature has been produced on war
reésisters in exile,2 we believe that no s ngle

s seestire literature ta
rogecher, captures the full significance of of the
exile movement, ospecially the role of
the ery

development of war resister organizations in
{le, buc by the time the aunesty movement began
to develop in lare 1971, many of these groups

Tad cessed their organizati
the antivar B In 'rany ways, the amnesty
=ovement began where the antiwar movement Left
off." By this rime had learned that public
education and organizing around the ammesty cam-
2180 was an effoccive vay by vhich ve could con-
tinue our antiwar work ‘ros ex: I\K £ir: S
vas unable to ger the resai 2 | uar
organiza nvolved in the amnesty movement .
ConsEResty e ey ped begin the process of
jolning together a wide, cross-class section of ~
sroups {nterested in woiking on amest

this loose nf

marional groupe doing a Cradually,

MEX began to play a ‘c:d"‘§ Yole within SCU

Ve were eventually abl oxge the ame A
coalition into an am anization which
hulped Cransfor cho-amnesty debece Toim s Sat-
fer of postwar humanitarianism acd & healing of
the volinds of war, into a serious examiration of

the U.S. role in Vietnan. Instesd of a sentimental
and bankrupt 1iberal approach to ammesty, AMEX
bad considerable success in encouraging the as-
nesty move mt to understand and nrk‘n z

the tajus t aggressive nature of Wa:
and the criminal U.S prosNu:lo1 af that \nt,
Since most of the ammest Sovement s work vas
done after the Faris Cease
in January 1973, and its mos:
agitazion cam the liberation of Indochioe
in April 1975, the emme bad the effect
of extending the Vietnen Uar debace inco the posic
war perio

t foilows {3 the story of

AgTecment was s
“signiticane pablic

heretin. Ans

fatory cemarks aze necessary

. Due
sional training as s historian of the United

to my profes-

States, ironically complered while in exile in
Canada, 1= especially aware of this study’s 1i-
It history of
the exile movement in Cenada, nor s ic a con-
plete history of the amnesty movement. Rather,
it {s AMEX's political memoirs, u recounting of

our own history from our perspective. Often AMEX
crossed paths, and souetimes swords. with ocher
uar zestster orpantzacions in exile. and with

Tn the States: Although these men-
oirs attempt to present AMEX's struggles with
other organizations as fairly as possible, the
story is told from our perspective. Although T
bave written those mesoirs from existing AMEX
and locuments, many events were reconstruc-
Sed from AMEX's collective memosy, nd ChEUBR
careful study and discussion of these pages with

= fellow editors Steve Grossman and Gerry Condon.
, wic AMEX worked closely dutmx
The darees period of the ammesty movement,

provided fnvalyable assistance chrough his cric-
ical reading of early atages of chis project.

ky of the AMEX staff, in addition to
hoiplng produce this Tsses of ANEEGacs a5

zine, provided L agortait information Ee‘y‘ dined
uhile »ork the sunasty movement in the

States,
Tedge: Ficthecnd s editing resulted
10 many, SyTTACIE uprosmsitaorer The origindl
manuscript.

We have tried to avoid as many mistakes of
fact and interprecation as possible, snd have done
our best to let the facts speak for themsclves
¥ich respect to MEX's struggles with othes or-

Chin e ol fotes unuh
drove deaft restaters and deserters into ext
and to discover and 0l S to make th‘
evile politically useful ta the brosder fight co
end the Indochina War. Once the Indochinese 1iber-
stton forsex had successfully drtven che ¢
out of their homelands. we turn PN sicen
Fion £ utmnlag: bask wur et i Ier] o ciril ighes
a5 war resisters thrrugh the campaign for univer-
- sal and uncondirional amesty.
Before moving on to AMEK's story, & few pre-

1though AMEX has

B3 iaty Bicter siupsios vith mesbaes of NOUDA's
nonleft over the years, many of which are recorded
here, our purpo

=udslinging. We have attempted to capture the po-

litical signif e of our differences, ©
trate bow chese internal struggles affected

the overall outcome of the extle and amnesty move-

x the stros
commitment to amnesty work shown by mamy of thasc
with whom we have engaged in sometimes bitter po:
1ftical struggles, an admiration chat transcends

-
|
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968, che Vietnamese liberat:
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Demwcratic Society (SDS d upon war
e s ihore s
pol S
into exile shared no common political
'declo;v s.-»mu,, opposition to the Vietnam Wa:
€ exiles in Canada found the follnv(ng
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Liberal.” The lack of a comwon political
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outlined the draft svstem's defermenc procedur
A draft age young man would be placed in a de-
rred status by pursuing certain educational
and occupacional courses which were deezed o be
in the "mational incerest." The effect of this
policy was to charmel niddle class mes fnto
careers in engi . the sciences and resch-
ing; an
zuch careers,

ngaged in
actice, middle cless men vich
& get draft deferments in
¢ professions: or
doctor
or psychiatrist to. find one of the many loopholes
For working class whites and
withoa Beans or college preparation
& school, channeliny peant being drafted
eir richer brothers®
Conseguently, the cbanneung policy had a
the class and race:chararter-

5 advantage of college
the Vietnam R

War on

campus before being drafted. When the dreaded

motice acrived, chey refus
amilitary, becomis resisters. On

vn other hand, those w..m—xs class and minority
é the rafc boards quotas

experience in the wic. Many Gls decided to desert
che military to protest the war, or remove them-
selves from it, and sought to gain the refuge
of exile in Canada as draft resisters were doins.
However, once absent from the military, deserters
confeanted che class god race discrininacion of
Ganadian {emigracion

Stnce the Sceond World War, Cansdisn imi-
gration policy was based upon criteria whick

ared in £ of highly educated po-

tential irmigrants and those possessing needed
a:c\.;n:‘onu skills. In order to obtain landed
immigrant status, an applicant had to compile,
Bundred

discrim

at least fifty out of a toral of ome

assessment points under & Ministry of Manpower
go¢ Immsgration poin system. Sixty of the one
hun ints were assigned b immigrarion

paccing che irmigration test once obtaining
& smicten Job offer. especially wich the "cﬂef *
bt

often did sot possess. che ‘necessaxy educat tional
54 occupational skill
Although the Canadtan fmmigracion syscen vas
ofticialy “oolor
e difficu’
;o sor danded imisra
T war resister vich &
G¢cecupa qualificarions.
Ssbic OF blck dract rasisvers wnd deserters
sertled {n exile Sdugu, a black drafe re-
stex frod zural ! 5ippi worked with AMEX
for a while, an theze's 3 race problem
ies of che

sic on th i icrures
te ;n;eu and magazines and on television
x ack desccter; also emba-
Jeaving |

eav

Coates also explained the JMeEiculey of Blacks
Iearning about the alternative of ex: A
lot of the black military !esiste!s i i
ur Cana -, W you , and where to
"7 Because bla:k resisters de-
Sected a "subtie anciblack biss"8 at TADE and
some other afd groups, the Black Refugee Organi.
zaticn was formed in Montreal and Toronto. A
£inal complication for black American war re-
sisters adjusting to Toronto was "there are so.
few blacks here, and most of them are West
Inisms, sudchat's Liks & difrerenc culture, "
as Coates explained to a journalist from cthe
u.s puh!lcatlon The Race Relatioas Reporter.

POLITICAL OPPOSTTION IN CANADA TO ADMITTING
DDESERTERS AS LANDED IMMIGRANTS

Lchough Canadian {migration ofeicrs: vero

uﬁdc* £ficial instruction to treat U.S. mili-
desercers as they would any m:h:r zgpllc:\n

For 1 éndal Tmigrant: stacus, 1o Iati

became apparenc chat deserters were 5y::m-

he closing of the Canadian border
thcdsstrtecs s called, brought to & head the

* the war resister community
verment by the large {n-
flux of deserters during 1967-6:

Because deserters had different needs from
those of draft resisters, they presented the
atd groups with a new set of problems. Most
deserters came to Canads on short notice, of-
ten lesvisg che milizary wich only pocket
change and the clothes on their backs. Coun-
seling deserters proved to be more difficult
and time-consuming, since the point system was
stacked against them, prolonging the deserters'




need for free housing, and contributing o a
large mmber of unlanded deserters unable to
legally immigrate.

© even moce fundamental a problem, the aid

The Canadian government woul
with the counseling operations of the aid

rom the
Spira, one of s nﬂy @ost
influential leaders of the TADP.1l To inguiring

coming o simply worrd
about the publie image of Torento Anei-Draft
programme and of donations."12 Ano: i.-wxuu:
reason, Spira believed, for not drlwlns poblic
attention to desercers'vas "the fear char the
nadian government in response would ¢

dm the border."13 Consequently, at nuz de-
serters not only had to face an

U.S. IMPERIALISM, AMERICAN EXILES, AND
CANADIAN RATIONALISH

cds doainate che

been developed by foreign investors. At the same
tize, eveloped che facade of economic
2nd political independence, even though mos
1e decisi

its economy have been made in foreign corporate
nl

the past-Norld War IT period, one
e of the Canadian cconomy vas con-
into a h
oriented Horth Aserican economy, as opposed to

point system bissed agatnst them, but aleo re-
cetved Yess-than- enthusiastic support £rom the
d groups "established to help war resisters
mmigrant statu
owever, i enrly 1969 m a1d groups
£inally agree-

get

nadian economy.

U.S.-based

en their hold on Canada, the economy was de-
veloped to meec cheir néeds rathes than those
of

xaple, instead of creating u
strong 5,
At natural resources,

ec
) a's

Semgdeil e by the govern-
ment, as it clear that the Canadian

many of which were transported southward for
£ilizacion by U

became

government had e borders to
Hre ‘ﬂnlst:i and Immigration had
issved a July 1968 Bemocanden In Shich indivi-

geation officers were given complete
Afacrarion in chelr aasignaent of Nper
assespent” points. Deserters were no 1
welcome in Canada, but the Ministr:

carly 1969, the aid groups e:
hew poTicy €o che Canadian m uedn ini-
tiating the public ducunn(cn in Canada. While
utilizing normal channels of media interviews
and contacts with prominent Canadisns and Mem-
bers of Parliament, some of the aid grozrpt and
five Canadian students at Toronto's Gl
Llege dramatized the problem.
srulenss yentiEaiEive ditrerent bo!der polnu
. posing as deserter W
Hetatotmen; and vete: a11 ke \’77
officials. The incident was earried widely by
dian nievspapers and placed in the context
of Canadian cblinsion with U.S. authorities to
catch deserters. Once placed in the perspective
of collusion with Washington versus full Cana-
dian sovoreignty, the deserter issue took on
more significance for Canadians. As Nancy
Pocock of the Canadian Friends Service Committee
JIE vas 2 great upsuree of
the feeling of Canadian nationalism that
a lot to do with it. Kvit gznp)e felt if we

s to
diceate to us in internal matters."15 After the
aid groups uoppad relylng on Ottawa to its
part of the en's agrecmenc” and took the
Yeaus to,tha Lenudian people publicly, the
Canadian governmant wab forced to wilhdraw the
secret {mmigracion memo. In May 1969, the
Canadian border nce again open to U.S.
wilitary deserter:

The impact of American culture on Canadians is

Tally strong WiEh IS, caleviatoninacwsks

beaming t! signals into the land stxip vithin
e e Rl e e

Where the vast majoricy of Conaatans Tove: U.S,

magazines such as Time, Guide, and
The Readers Digest outsell Canadian publications.

=X
the
Tiberal and t-tpiulu(lt in our era necessitates

e lea
that along with American b(cm:h lants come
social patterns and co

bas been

Tiberal mire whose centre ia the Unit
States

'l.‘rl.dxuaunlly. zu attitude of Canadians to
toward the U ried from one historic

4 u
adoption by Ca
as 3 powerful a
However, d\lrlng the 19605 Canadian attitudes
toward the U.S. were undergoing major changes
due to the viclence with which the civil rights
var movements were met. Throus

udent Union for Peace Action aided the
immigracion of U.S. war resisters to Canada as
a means by which to suppokt the antivar move-
ment. But the 1960, Cansdians
began to qu.smm the relevance of U.S.-oriented




issues to Canadian political conditions. As .
one lesding Canadian natfonalist put it: “In
general, American radicalism tends ¢

x Canadian rndlca’s boc.\.ua

:mgerz lism in Canada was raging on
eft

By the early 1970s, the issue of the U. role
3 £hie Vistnam dar: aiel Cuondian comeTicty: had
bncmn less inporzan: than the Canadian rJ::ou.~
ists' campa .%n against U.S. economic and ¢
domination of Canada. From 1963 to 1971,
Canads published many arricles by V
<

y Charles Campbell and Dee crar es
Knight i e aspects of Cans:
culture, history, and the literature of che

Former serfters for AMEX-Carada had dropped out
of exile pouu:s z“d_;va&_s ir full energies
to Canadian nat

Having rafused lo be [Hc foo;soldxers of U.S.
imperialism in Southeast As war resisters in
R LR poblished i,
the socialist magazine Canadian Dim
AMEX_Canada, and by a radlo Tnareler = cia

roadcasting Corporation, all by

Professor Robin Nathws, & well khown Canadian
nationalist. Mathews attacked war resisters as
agente of U.S. cultural imporialien in Canada
Nriting in AMEX-( Mathews said "the U.S
draft dodger speaks, to the Canadian ear, wit

the same accent as all U.S. Cl[lZQnS who have
taken po.“;am in camda that shoukd have gone
to Canadians."19 Machews also criticized Lhe May
1970 anciwer dﬂlo.-stra[un in Toronto aga
Sixon’s invasion of Canb nd che K\llxng o
faur st ts at Kent S(a(c Us i:e:.::'-

2 osl Goard. He argued that true c..mdnn
anti-inperislists would have demonstrated over
ther than American issues
' concern thar draft resisters were

on the  special historic PE arion-
ship between the U.S. and Canad. "For the U.S.
exile in Canada is different politcally,
culturally and individually from any
ile we could conceivably harbout,
because of tho immense effect of U.S. imperial-
in Canada, because of his own conditioning
e ho comes here, and because of the

ude of Tesident .S, citizens in Canads.
Bt when war resisters were
goizg to Secablion Parate dodger seaioac groups

Canada from Canadian:

0

mary Carsdian problem?
hat the presence of U ar
Canada " e contributing to the

here is every reason to beli
financial and political reasons--the U 5 govem-
sent approves of the 'freedon train' for U.S.
drafe dodgers in Canada. The freedon crath mad
be talied about in policy meetings as a
ﬂe:e;sary safety valve

t1o
l-e A{, S‘»u:eu var re<lst=rs in Cdl’!ALA for
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8ot holding benefic concerce to raise memey
in Canadia

“for a few
for Canadisgy, in ocder to expross “cheir thanks
A uum s final suggestion was:

52 Fov thousand of Chem--might even, at no cost
present a signed lecter of thanks o the Xiniscry
of Manpower o , after all, is
the Cemadian reprasentacive closaet to the fact
that they have saotuary here."

perience,” Machews noces, "is et Aeute am.n.
5. Tesidents and Canadian organizers alike
calk about. ghe Minister and his work as if he is

he specific lsmes Robin Mathiers
70 were dismissed by waz ze-
niss, buc U.S.
_S_ war resister
commmity's unique position in had to be
taken serfously. For the mext eighteen months,
the pages -Canada were £illed with
thoughtful arcicles on the special problems of
Amecican exiles attempting to contisue their
antivar ¢ and ar_the same time becosme
ovolved in Canadian political, social and
‘culeural activicies. Once the antiver movesenc
and cthe U.S. bacame less active fm-

1971 onward, it became very difficult,

r war resisters in Canada ro contimue to

A lot of t

Zatsed in early 1
sisters as bitter anti-Amer
imperiali da and ¢

Canada
Sxiles in Canada, n nat:
was an {nterview with Bill Spira, "the dean of
the Torento exile community.
nationalists, believed that war
Gouldu’€ brtdg U.S  political taccice to
t war Tesisters in Cabada must

lelrn the "dynamics of the struggle in the

ony. And to crganize as Americane can only
s ay opinion, that underseanding. ¥y
feeling is that people, afrer they have
Boce mobile. heve o look at the Canadisn oo date
very, ously, and ully 1cok at the
various factions, various sections of the
ben vork wich chose

. ol

exiles, and
leftists. He heliavad m-: to remsin organized
as antiwar ¢ vas "American

exil

atimn of che Jefe.® "how I feel chat
that section of Americans who are political
e v co weur soss 1:5 that
here to gtay, that going ba
viable alternacive. Now, h
to address themselves o o problems and
stop fighting the Pentagon--you can't fight the

Toronto (lir Vancouver; the

of Capadian lefs

Spira was actually saying was

coase ox i e
Fietnan War-related issues.

Spira was comvinced that the only course
for American exiles was to "plug in" to the
Canadian nationalist movement because other-
wise exiles "will become meaningless to the
people in the States, because really
{atles) cau't dg anyehing fn che States,

5o to spesk stranded here . - .-
P3E%5 very very hard for Americans.zo stop
chinking in American terms. But,. brother you're
either going to have to do ir, or simply.
become complately irzelevant to che people
azound you <o would evencually

Sge years of effective battle with the  Pentagon=-

and wich three presidencial adniniscracions—

from our exile in Toronto

EXILE VERSUS EXPATRIATE

Actually, by the time the Spira Lntervie\l was
published, the war resister i £y bad
debate over the political g

been
personal identity of individual war resisters
Tiving sho identified chemselves

Themselves to Canads. Those ¥ho
xl\cuelvu exﬂes focused their politics on the
to contribute

3 ;;; "eok himssls hath:
yishes to change the United Scajgs ot ¢ e
in which he now 59%e ex 156
AEX changed e Em, s daes ancreita
In Cansds to AMEX-Cana: rican
sace In
reflected che

e
staff and editorial board planned to maki
their permanent hose, they felt it mecessary to
provide leadership for the war resister community
in Capada. It vas the fact that AMEX continued
to exist, remaining as a s; 'rﬁu:ze-u war
resisters, that bothered many Ceoaiions: Fooe
Tts oo the editorial weiters of che

it American var resisters Lving fo
had sccepred the advice of Canadian
ceased organizing as antivsc Aeicans in xite;
Robin Mathews' assextion that s sacving
a5 a safety valve Bay have proved crue. Ma
ox his safety vaive r.htarv,
documents

Canads benefitred. It was clear that Octaws was
forced by ekmun:es to admic U.S. deserters;




corps. Canada could I‘mm \uek'ul to Washingcon
by providing refuge for dza Tican men,
< only 1£ the war exiles disappeared inco che
Canndtan wooduork. Tn this way. bensda coatd
serve as o safety valve by siphoning off seme
antiwar forces, sdmitring them to Canada on the
basis as other po:-nzu‘ ‘.xf.gru\:s e
ces

not_as political re
But the contradiction in

war resisters
n unique in American

could exeace  phenosena
history. Not only could these exiles develop a
community in Canada which could support a large
influx of new draft resisters and deserters,
thereby attempting to cripple the war effort,

but exiles could also maincain high antivar
Vissbilicy, jopantog up & nex front for atcacking
refuge for
el el s valve,
but it could also funtion as a bsse for highly
effective political st e, with war resisters
contining to £ight against the Vietnam Var

AVEX-CANADA MAGAZINE AND THE EVOLUTION
OF THE CONCEPT OF EXILE

By 1969, the process of defining the role of
the American exile commnicy in Canads wes ot

MEX - Canad
to_ger e e ey
continue a commitment to exile politics. There
was much less claricy about how to relate to
people in che Staces. At one point, dect
to limit che number of mbsc:lpuwnl from ¢
exile commnity; concentrate ndiog hausin;

and counzeling for drl(z resisters; and
<o up | the

ibute
Canadian berder to deperiors.
counseling e
car groups, but made
fio MAJOF Systematic Sfforc at chat time to build
i ¥ith the most influential antiwar groups.
Ottawa began to allow deserters to
legnly imigrate, and Ceserters began comt
s, new wuuaumu dever
o e e The Moncreal
American Deserters Commitree (ADC) attracted
a of antiwar GI organizers. bot
military and civilian, and the exile mov

czent

closely with desercer urr
been deeply
vcmm: at Fe

cephanie Duranc feom the Montreai ADC
50 was & Lvilisn working ac the Eore Jackson
colfeehonse

of the five motions passed at - the late-
Hay 1570 Pan:Canadian Confertncs OF
Tesisters, organized and Bosted fn Monrresl by
the ADC. dealt specifically wich antivar ar.
ganizing in the GI movement. motion, which
e SRt ried Chane withia the U.S.

red services to educate and organize ©

motion
aiso salied upon young Americans in the Srares
inducred into the-armed services to

* avaiting

el!bcr refuse induction and agitate in U.S
and industries or to enlist with the

war resisters coming to Camada
1y large numbers. “We realize

< OF the repressive nature of U.5. 2
society, flight to Canada must be maintained

25 = aicerpative for chose fnvolved in active

alis ror iase Political resistance and cho
prozection of the alternative o8  rofuge here
in Canada to defeat the
45 edirorial by Knight in the August-Sepcenber
1970 AEX furcher developed the relationship of
exile to the struggle of antiwar GIs.
s in Canada have plenty to do
gesting organtzed Folpertyrs ton mny usetyl
imperialist role of underminin zale
OF the Dmpeciatist sray with a visbie. lcuuibl.e
zlternative--and removing cannon fodder
Both sides in the e Vore deserters
srcive here every and many more stay but
atnst military desporism with move fury
o idined Yascing thavacl g i velcome
thea in Canada if they need it.
Knight wrote. “The Montreal Confezence has iaid
oundsor for aff.‘i‘ieﬂt and effeccive co-
apcrq: on in keeping che borders open an
B !pibg = newly arrived brothers in every
Everyone here--man or woman--who i:
Joarican 1i%iog In Canada for polifical reasons
=ust belp in every way possible: wich money,
sleeping space, chought, and solidaricy,
Those thac fail for lack of will cannot be cald

ooRoctuniats aE.
best. or x.p«uu-u Gas RIbEn Mathews. says)
at wors
gh the Montreal Conference passed a
rewln:ivn cll'ﬂnﬁ forigreater puKIEEYE
groups’ work, it didn!
really coﬂe to gEips vich dwnapmg‘zhe itk
*s antfusr visability in the U.S:
People From che Staces ac the
posed a
en
ters
in Canada
strugsle in the States. In the final spesch of
che Yoncreal conference, Hayden proposed that
exiles joiniog with American 1iborsls end
Tadicsls {n demanding unconditional amesty
for war resisters. Hayden axgund that the. =
8 poverful propaganda value
“Thare's nothing
politicat you can do for Chnads Vithout ;nung
Canadians very upset eventually. Canadim
need Anerican
U.S. imperialism. You must o]
Azezicgg exiles, not as Ca
ates."2Y Ea;

s or expatri-
n'was the only person at the
Nontreal Conference to raise Lhe amnesty issue.
Most war resisters in Canada held that they
vouldn'e recur to che Seates excepc fop Vsics,

even if an itional amnesty were grante
vhich scemed hi{hly unlikely Tn the period
i=sdixtely Lolloving Sixon's invasion of

The Yontreal Conference didn't respond
fomh.y to the liayden proposal for an ammesty

ﬂsgh: s editorial on the Montreal Confor
ted above entitled “Amnesty--Who Needs !tl"

t wes AEX's formal response to the amnesty
“There ic alsost certainly not one draft
dodger ov:desertar i Caneds whosbesatt bea




asked if he wants the U.S. to declare an am-
nesty, or if he thinks it will, or if he'd go
back if it did. And the answer'has aluays been
the same, s ve think Lt still should
emphatic nol” itorial continued,
Vante amnesty? Liborals. What for? To assuage
theix consciences and to continue {gnoring that
che American dream has become a nighmare drug
& hable which mast be kicked, bofore it destroys
outsiders . . . . Besides, amnesty would be a

g s the improssion to
the enany that the movement is running on
more threatening than simpering varm.
Betcca ngss; by people wio are not capable o
shaping their lives themselves.” Knight o
£o_argle chat “from & tactical point of view
dod 13 it to fight for smething e know
t is a waste of time, and smacks

g sed that it was more
important for the exile community to concenzuze
on building & support base in Canada to help
undernine the morale of the U,S. Army. Knight's
oPpositian £ amnasty work réflected the wide-
spread opposition of the exile commnity. In
mid-1970, it was too early to focus

PROBLEMS BESET THE EXILE COMMUNITY

By late 1969, it vas eviden that the {m:
gration aid groups could nor deal with all e
problens of nevly arrived descreers. A group of

oraament undergfound existence in Canada sincs
arge numbers had overstayed the legal 1in
Eor vititors, Thely. only slcernative was €0
return to the States to live underground, e
retun o wil{cary. concrol which would m
u§ & Tiockady sentence ‘then being branded
Eor 1ife vich a Tess-than honorable dischatge
r 1970 two new exile organizations,
2/ comminiey Senter;catle The He1l, knd CHS
Committee to Aid Refugees from Militarism (CARM)
were founded, but they were literally over-
whelmed by unlanded deserters. In fall 1970,
CARM initiated a short-lived counseling progra
aimed at forcing deserters to face ¢

careful plans for immigrating fo Canada.) Other
tines, a deserter's only job skills had been
developed in the military, and it was totally
out of the question for a deserter to write
S the military requesting Job certification.
By this tine, unlanded desercers had grown {nto
ocial problem for the exile commnity.
Although Little actencion vag drdwn to it ac the
time, there were numerous suicides among those
who Couldn't get landed or were unable o adapt
to the pain and lonsliness of extle life
Early in 1970 another Toronto exile or-
ganization, Red, White, and Black was formed.
Red, White, and Black got off to a fast start
by o mansocingwiEn e Toronto Vietnan
Hobilization
at S consulate. In Mazeh. wich the
umunx:y “of Toronto Student Administrative

. Council, it co-sponsored a rally for th.":nthur

Chicago Cons; ira:y trial defendents.
{fes

American exi hi;h visability at another

Toronto deserters forned the
in December 1969 to
dosastazs with counseling, wit
sing necessitated by the longer counseling
period Tequired by deserters, and with
psychologlesl support from other deserters .
who had obtained landed immigrant status. The
Toronto ADC operated several hostels wher
newly arrived deserters could live cheaply and
meet friends, while looking for the job offer
they noeded fo obtain enough points to get
an

eovida these

to get letters
gtnuhing Jobe, which they needod to sucess-
ully apply for landed immigrant status. A large
backlog of deserter implgracion cases developed,
and many deserters became despondent since they
couldn't meet the Ministry of Manpower and

gration’s standards. During the 1970-71

e

Commun: their poverty to
Dick up shorcterm Jobs well below the mini
nhandle on the streets to make ends
e ovgenizations such s The HALL wars
Blagued by petcy theft, as degerters stole out
of desperation. painfully sttempted to
R ey, o ey
keep from being overrun by

pxoteltmg the invns!on of Camb
1ling of Four students at Kent State Univer:

tion in this demonstration, which erupted into
a confrontation with Toronto police, created a
backlash. As reported in AMEX, "Toronto's
Mayor William Denicon claimed that ‘s few
hippies and deserters' are Toronto's only
proble with regard to violence which occucred
on Univergity Avenue in front of the

sulate. 30 The Toronto exile groups e
news conference shortly therafter to protest
Denison's scapegoat var rosisters,
pointing out that such uninformed statements
Pould tuen Toronto's olinate of opinion against
exiles. AMEX reported that "since the episode,
aployment In certain locations formerly
.ynoa“auc To- Amexicans has become harder to

n October 1970, the Canadian government
tnatituted a six-month period of martial law
supposedly in response to the Front de Liberation
a c k; Quebec Labor

he subsequent kill-
ing of the Quebec minister. Officially, Octawa
gvoked vhat wap known as che Var Measures Acc,
e War Measures Act provided

1
Vhoge only homes uere the. seroars.

problems wers cospounded by the Face Chat many
were unlikely ever to get landed immigrant
Status under the point systems they faced

OCtbum with .pecul ‘pavera o ccempt colequast
the entire separatist movement in Quebec
Just members of the clandutl FLQ.

T Montreal, Hayor Jqon Drapeau included




draft resisters and deserrers
called a "revolucionar:
the Montreal ADC and Comm:
Gbjectors snderground

use the special powers of the War Measures Act

to round up war resiscers. "I don't like draft
dud, and 1'11 do ..m.,h np g the law
Mo to get t ampbell

told the Toronto Star not. agatnac dissen
1 Believe the law rl\owld be u sasnsc

any cevolul
dadger or

ionary wheth

fes " the over
by foree. 33 In Toronto, Nayor Denisoh PuE on
0D, wis En'}-‘izlgri

p war

ine obviously do mot 1
eir readers

e

ily exiled dn G

trugr‘» o 'liberate’
£

on policy for
the exile commnity made ficting
adian life their mumber ous. prioricy,

:hg much larger number of e
y want to make their new homes in

nl
C1nnd1 and to fit into Cdidblaﬂ life,"3%&

Bodng scopped s
by police. it was belicvad, to bs s pax(]culntl!
sky time for unlanded war resisters to

e
the streets, since they could easily be depn'ted
for overstaying their visitors wisas. In

end,

Measures Acc. Those arroste

to a lack of evidence connecting
FLQ. Nonetheless, martial law
imposed such sudden vengeance had the offec
of shattering the illusions of many war
resisters concerning Canada's political tran-
quility. Equally difficult for war resisters
GorerC s e e
Ganadians gave the leasures Act. A combi-
nation of the political scapegoating widib
followed the high antiwar vieibility of war

activists want to bring repression down on the
entire war resister commmity, we must quiet
assimilate inta Canadian society

- ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE HARASSMENT
OF DRAFT RESISTERS AND DESERTERS

Comnentating on the climate of
litical repression of 1970, Charle
wrore in AMEX that “this kind of harassment,
although fiore blatant chan usual, does ol
ropresent an overall escalation when seen in
relacion to the trearment of American ex-
patriaces by the Royal Canadian Mounted Polic
(RCHP) in certain instances, Canadi
courts) over the last several years
went on to that "collu:
FBI is pratically the RHP's raison d'stre
As a result they interview dodgers and deserters
who come to Canada, at the reguest of the
American G-len, ascertaining their immigrant
status, whether they are employed and whether
they plan o raturn co'the Seates dn prdar o

ill your military obligacion, " ;hxa in-
ayed te Washington

=

nreneirid prnnthy
SLI-tirie Wtel Sn the Tabe and
1 &l 9603

was unable to discover
for the mumber of American

the Ane
it did eite several
Le media coverage

illegally
authorities
SEEER L




others which received no publicity. ADC hostels
were under frequent police surveillance with
gocasional late-night raids, which secsed to
nded deserters

in

orc period
to either get landed or face deportation

In this way, the "FBI and other American agents

ind intelligence department ing
all the other problems dcsnnrrl faced in mot
being able to ger landed easily, and “this
plecure of internacional police collusion to
rass them on a continental basis, it is no
surprise to learn that many of the deserters
returned to the United States rather than sta
ynderground in Canada and continue their fight
for landed tmmigrant scatus.
Back in 1969 when tie Uniyn of snerican
Exiles and AMEX-Cenada were £
draft resisters and deserters had m;h hopel of
developing o tightly knit American exil s
Ate 1071, e conl{ned
na of fear that the Canadian border would close
to future var u,i.:.n. 3 developing Cansdisn
e politica and_scape-
etie el ntaeres s period of high
antiver visibility during 1970, Ottawa's class
and race-biased immigratitn system which made
it very difficult for deserters to get landed,
and the exile commmity's inabilicy to create
a sufficiently strong support base for newly
arrived deserters all contributed to the war
Tesister c !s slow development of a means
by which to use exile in Canada as an interna-
tional platform from which to make a contrib-
ution to the antiwar struggle.
Although attempts were made by the exile com-

who couldn't get landed immig
zefused to give any special consideration co
deserters. In fact, constantly harassed
descrters and desciter organizetions: By the .
s, it was estimated that 60,000 to
ome to Canada, but
ex of chose who obtained landed
{mmigrant status never reached more than al
25,000.40 The clear majority of the 35 005 to.
55,000 war resisters who nover got landed immi-
grant status were SRt working class dsurun.
And it is likely that a very high percentage of

these unlanded deserters were forced to recurn
to the States, and all too often o mi
stockades
mppmlng‘*‘“‘r‘rzo Gur fellow deserters,
ime for this concern to ma

policically, AMER was finally able to ses the
amnesty campaign as a way to ease Che pli%h: of
the descrn:r who could noc make 1t i

om which
could make & conzimxing antiwar contribution.
But in late 1971 when AUEX first esbarked on its
amescy caspaly o idea we would be

S cotally absorbed in that Eighe for the

nu( nx years.
Jack G Fm s’

onbie=ray
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L AMEX AND THE EARLY STAGES OF THE FIGHT FOR AMNESTY.
| .

- L 1971 TO SPRING 1973

In fall 1971, WOX wes in cransicion, The last
several issues of the msgaz en edited by
|Stan Pietlock and Dee Knight. it lockts interests
|were turning to other things, and Enight was work-

ime as a union organizer {n Toronto. For
bad bewn encouraging ar resis-

in progress

econdly co

‘rers primarily ©
Ton polirical organizations and sec
jmaintain an ancivar comsitsent. Many of the Sforser
“sesbers of the Unicn of & Anert:m Exiles active in

{the early days of AMEX had moved awsy from 2 po-
liieal F S s Sivicies. Sioce he mis-
o3 s apparently successfal in belping che war
oxeolztzr community get more wolved in Canadian
lactivities, the question was whether or mot the
need scill existed for an Azerfcan war resiscer
e e Reeciy! s appeal for funds

ositive res se, which the ed-
itvr’ Sook as & nandaze X continve publicacion
for at least one more
‘Over summer and fall 1971, exiled deserter Jack
Golhoun wote several srcicles on smmesty. Col
had been active during the previous year with
several Toronto-based exile organizations: The
Hall, Ked, White and Black, che American Deserters
Coumittee, and the Toronto Anu Drafc P a
when Toronto was flooded with more deserters
and successfully counsell
{to pass the rigourous criteria to get lav
immigrant status. rience made Co
avare of the probless factng che majority of de-
secters. He siowly realized that a large pescentaze
|SE working class descrters vere oot getting landed
dmmigrant status in Canada and were forced to return
©o military control, While he understood that aa-

pea zr
(e

plight of des:’t:ets Who found it fpossibie Co gec
fogal status in Canad e it ey
| webe won for drafc resisters ters, un—

landed deserters would no longer be forced into
|milicary an
jably from che milicary

During £ail 1971, several U.S. policicians began
<o

seeking
1972 Democratic Hody reslde’x{hl nominat
y for drafc

He stood for An uncondit:
For

e

Bepresentative Siuard Koch, a Demccrat from Sew

Fork, had discussed anmesty as early as 1969, buc

{0k srorosl For couiTiionsl smmescy fod drste

resisters and deserters, with a one O Wo-year

od of alternative service, now attracted more

(n Decesber

T, & conm—v.uve Republican from Ohio, unvei
onal amnesty proposal,:similar to Koch's.

Cothoun sent hie aapesty srticles to several

| mertean  sagaxines. bo nons vere incerasted in: che

jEmmesty debate. Re'slso did 2 mailing of copies of

| the ‘articles to antiwar ind: 5 a0d organtza-

| Eions for which he had -ddresw Sln:e Kns;hr.

wcitten an AMEX editorial, “"Amnesty -- Who Ne

9 a the ugiscSepresber 1970 Lasue, argum.§

that amnesty was & "liberal {ssue” not worthy of

|8 exile response, was reluctant to send

hida cticlosto AEX. onethalsss, he ven: co @

= parcy thrown by bonor of the magazine's

Tthird birchday, it yiact E1on. dn- i

8

beought: up the dssua with Pietiock and Knigh

‘o his surprise, the AMEX editors were Incerastes
in publishing his material. Pietlock thought cthe
articles vorthwhile for the next {ssue, which he

ped would be the last issue of AMEX, After
Several hours of dfscassion wich s, Knighe,
whose union organizing project was drawing to a
cloe. thongle ury caratal Iy ah i depas 8
question and decided t! condil

had changed markedly since )‘e “rote  Ris anctc
amnesty cdizorial the year b e and Colboun

Teadily agrees chac AMEX should davote oajor
#nergy to the mesu question so thar exile:

‘aefine it, Tather than leave chat definicion
sace time, Montreal

IMMIGRATION COUNSELING GROUPS OPPOSED AMNESTY WORK

Alchough X had changed its smesty socfcion
in late 1971, the Councll of Churches
supported lmls".nxon oacnscting 8-k xineiaa
opposed co working on smesty. In late 1971, the
exile chaplin Reverend Bob Gardiner wrote ar-
ticle for The Ration in which he claimed tha:

o

conteat to stay in Canada permanently- . s
boliday sesson drew near. Toeats extles ex-

1enc a sudden

xftlr e ot {06s atant in ia developing amnesty
ry. The vastly increased media o=

lXEs and a=nes:

ty convinced some pecple

ncluded involving Tepresentatives from orher
ua‘.gr-nevn 2id p across Canada
cause of historical i
and the counse
ot Bave been possible had Colboun nat hesn
Tvatlabie for Ainson, Befining i satly Decesber,
aoning stages for tho nevs confer

exile movement should try to dcvdrg e political
Gefinition of the amesty debate would require
That wir resister graups soumit Lhemselves to'ac
going worl -xa!y from our perspective,
combat the perspective of the politicisns and news
Bedis. The sejority of TAD? staffers wanted co use
the press confecence co tell the American pecple
iateresc in amesty beyond de-

saz vera busy
Che- firat fasie of JER ro doal wich s
vo= che new polizieal perspective
sz ain why w
e e s aud ohy e bellavoa this Sés
politically cotrect, For AMER
ovs coufecence was cur f{rat major smes
For Coihoun,
working on !‘-a special asme: 3
attending frequent neetings planning the news

At
edic




cause a post-doctoral
ght he adjoining Physics
ed by the explosion
roversy among

;QARCHMEBJ‘TE; K
REAL MURDERERS b
STILL AT LARGE

litical ‘work
to form a
Canada cal

had again

1 Ammstrong” parsde dow
Hsconsin as his trial opened




Rennedy in ¥arch 1972. Knight and Colhoua
leadership vacuum in tha fight for amnesty and be-
gan to take on a leadership role in developing an
amnesty movement.

Colhoun was only beginning to learn the tech-
nital aspects of editing and producing  magssine,
and‘worke s editorial aseistant, con-

EHauing ro wrice o mnesty. At thi
Toek was assuming

a
volunteer schedule in addition to his York Univer-
23ty Beaduate studtes in American Hiscory

Tnstead of fading out of the picture, amnesty
work had transformed AMEX from a magazine going
out of existence urging its exile readers to
assinilate more fully fato Canadian 1ife and po-
litics, to a magazine taking the major role in

Since AMEX's fnception, Pietlock had been the

principal ediror and at tines virtually concrolled
w the politicsl currents had

oped. etlock realized his allies in AMEX
S odine tateint os thay tutimmet £ aevmit
late inco Canadian life, while the Knight-Colhoun

igh and Golboun to continue
the amnesty section of AM] ong as he
h«d ._\11 editorial control o( parcicular sections.
o Editor's Notebook”, and some control
e ions to be edited jointly. It was agread
That Colhoun would not continue to write the
. "Perspectives on Amesty." Tension
was {3 the afe, and the two editorial factions
usually worked soperately except when joint con-
sultation was needed.

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE AMNESTY MOVEMENT

There wasn't any single poinc at which the au-
nesty movement began. amnesty went out
ABiche P ts it onst Cosention {nchltago
in 1968, but was lost am + e
streer Fighting between Mayor
antiwar demonstrators outside, and the battle be-
cxeen Gene McCarthy's doves and the Johnson-
Humphrey hawks on the convention floor. In late
1971, however, throe groups began to focus on am-
nesty: AMEX; the Safe Return Amnest; ttee;
and the American Civil Liberties Union Project on
Aanesty. At the same time, the late Carl Braden of
the Southern Conference Educatfonal Fund (SCEF),
and Virginia Collins of the Republic of New Africa
were in the middle of an ammesty speasking tour

talter Collins
, draft xosis-
ter, and co-sibject of a nt-

ticnal Gl c=paien
mother

speaking tour by
Vi Colling (right) of
Mm lic of Neww

and Carl Braden (I Left)
of SCEF.

Teft:
ot

through forty-tvo states, primarily on behalf of
eiatate ton Helcer Coilins, one of SCEF's cop
organizers. Carl and Virginia knew che real resson
Walter had been sentenced to five years in prison
for refusing the draft was that he was a very
offoctive black organizer against the draft, and
an effective Fighter for the rights of poor vhite

case, and ed annesty for all war Tesisters
and polnicu\ prisoners, but their parcicular con-
cern was Waltor's safety vhile in jail. This was

yard aE the So!
ing the early months of

communtcation with Braden vho gave us advice on

developing the amesty issue. In March, he

to Toronto to uveuk at an exile meering in To!ﬁn{n‘

called jointly by AMEX and the aid groups. The

weeting, which was our first major efforc to de-

consult with exiles o
the ammesty question should be defined. Fros che |
:la

u as clear chat out overall pouncaz views were
but it was also evident to both ch
that polirical circumstances were
foreing us to become tactical allies. Since the
aid groups ueren t interested in developing a
positive amnesty program, Schwarzschild had to

27



work with us; and we had to work with him because
no other major 1iberal organizations had shown
interest in pursuing ammesty work
Unkaown 'o I\M'E)« at the time, in early 1
Rerurn co: ctors Toedd Enﬁ.sn and Michael L\l
were prepar n'- to bring Army deserter John David
Herndon back to the U.S. from P"l exile in Paris
n Herodon got ff the plane on American
arch 1972, he was immediately arrested in
he nacion's .zju' newspaper, TV and
radio journalists, Over the nex: several years,
Safe Rerurn was to repe
frontacions betwee 5. goverument and e
FRddarers caturaing Fromixils oe vislergroaty
¢ media recordi

the

g the war and
sy sacher chan )
&%

essary to develop coordina
working on amnesty, v\nd to reach out to other anti-
war groups to Josn the amnescy £ight. An fmitial

3 spring 1972 between mebers of
the Cambr(dge. i cun et
cthe War (VVAW)

1 hters with a _Asskvc A‘t war o‘er
ern ané norchern Vietnem of a magnitude that
ier bor raids look like
antivar ovenent stayed auay fros
afraid chat smesty s mrk nigh
T antivar
Unfort o ely, .<m.t,h— S Cclhuan ‘ulu
1:96 the July 4t
ling the amnesty o
1%, iue belicved, nad to do the bulk of amnesty
organizis n8; A% it turned out, the conference
failed to bring m%eﬂxe* & large number of poten-
nesty activ Schwarzschild of the AcLy

the :a'xfere'\\.e .
de:

ovemme

fmnesty Project artended, as did Ensign, and
Herndon fron Safe Return. and Jack Saith of "ehe
Lew Haven, Con':c'ic \\ AMEX postered

pE
sxound Toranco for che erence, which dida’t
ouz more cthan a noun exiles, but it di
.u:c he atctention people who were to
or amnesty activiaces  Gerry Condon snd
Condon was a Green Scret deser-
i spent the last three years as am exile
the American Deserters Committec in

The conference gave this littie band, chen
constituring the ammesty movement, & chance to

8

new organizations the fledgling amnescy
campaipn, Furthermore, the confecence failed to

went to Montresl to attend a weekend antiwar con-

©
e conference, Colhoun teamed up with Svirchev
to 'Ah( with the many U.S. antiwar movement people
present about t ance of actively support-

the ammesty strugsle. Many contacts were made

people offered their support, but nothing
substantial resulted. It was, however, the begin-
ning of a five-year working association with the
Vietnazese Patriots.

, Katght and Colhoun cont{nued
fo_seek amnesty support. Colhoun covered Kax
Arostrong's adition hearing for 5 l).\ring
rocesses; he mat with sncivex acciviscs vho Hed
come to Toronto to rest: n Armstrong's behalf
chat che Army-Yach Sombing Vas an antivar act,
ot the work of a madman. The judge decided con-
crary to a mass of testimony, the bombing had
nothing o do with the antivar movement,

provide the means by which cthosc in
could formilate a comon strategy, as Schmrzechild
gas pot dn favor of much visible activity

Safe Rerurn was already =
touches on

ese failures, the conference did serve to main-
the momentum of

ikely that un
sas possidle o the tear future. The spring 1972
war made al:'\zs')' mﬂr

1

Fniy uniikely chat
.mi’d Zome: from President

dex

goon. faund gLuu oF the Boubing nrd sentenced
Cwent: e years in prison. Knight left for

hc p:»crz:(c National Convention in Miami, where

he had planned to seek amnesty support and to

make fundraising contacts. Instead, he met up with

Safe Return, which enlisted him in their effort

to get Tomy Michaud onto the convention £loor

cameras. Although

»
ation and others to

Ehe rest of the dele n-s to support Michaud

Coli for ametty. this sapbot: never matertabiaees

Nichaud vas swittly bustled off to a Mavine Corps

brig and, as the Nixon-Agnew law-and-order cam-

paign heated up, McGovern began to back off from
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his limired amesty position. This was our fear

azine which reported that American exiles in
Faris were op

writ large: Without any pressure from the anti- sed to che conference taking place
war movement, the Nixon anumnzy onslaught because they feared that it uou\ increase French
wuuld dominate the fall's amnest: e they were le-

our movement back. But :m routs

ot wesay
SRAYA. Bivon was Sevarocted:in'a andslide

SAFE RETURN AND THE PARIS AMNESTY CONFERENCE

During late summer and fall 1972, AMEX wor
very closely with Safe Return, wh:
us to Lew Simon, an o
n was in Canada to visit his

Safe Recurn wanted to

“Maryanne Ca=pl
Febtaary 1975; ic was vich

o
gally bound mot to engage in pauue.x .cuvtues
In France. Although we learned that Time bad exag-
gerated the story, @ good deal of i1l will did
cme Paris exiles_ Most were not opposed
ence, but were angry they hadn't been
more involved in its planaing. AMEX Tecognized a
e e hard to organize
extles around a=m e them and rely on AMEX
nd Up from sma To provide exile Legitinasy:
Shen toe AMER delsgates Knighc, Colhoun, Gerry
Condan and Svirchev, along with AMEX staffer
bell, deplaned st iy an Tace
eal forsboding. The
of the confer g on the
 ce-Tamiary slgnin% oF the barie
and

et

i am.
er, Report." We objected
chat’ £his vould make T ipossible for ANEX and
exile work in Canada to continue, but Safe Return's
main copeern S £o Hhs) - thets orpkntuatioer Ouae
it was settled that Knight would remain in Toronmto,
our discussions with Safe Return moved to a dec-
Lsion to co-bost an amnesty conference co be held
in early 1973 in Paris, with them and Up from
Extlai s nev geoup Sizon helped found in Stockbolm
n

sedia interest, seemiod oo g0od to be true. We
feared more bad media stemming from the Time
Ar:icle o possible conflicts with Safe ﬁmm

Bur tl

m»tsx tintag wa s
355 called upen French Presidenc Georges Fompidou

o ban the conference. Within hours of our arrival

in Paris, we learned from a U.S. Army deserter

chat under pressure from the French authorities,

Safe Return had cancelled cthe conference and

Ac thac point, Up from Bxile was the only exile hose dn the
group working on amnesty, with the exceptio States not already on thelr way, to stay in Ney
and the Vancouver American es c k een called off by Safe
which Condon and Rutherford helped revicalize in But we hadn't been consulted, even
late 1972. Unfortunately, le was little lupcrﬂeull
more than Simon and George Carrano, a draft resis- The atmosphere by this tine i Paris was cloak
ter living in Sweden whose charge be 2nd Dagger. Safe Return was holed up in : hnrel

zhe  majoricy of exiles there, “Who were desercers.
om Exile was dependent on Safe Return and did
.u:u abnscy organieing smons exiles; vhereas
a5 an cacablished exila organization vith
& good deal of independence from other groups and
much deeper roots in the exile commumity
In the planning stages for the Paris amnesty
conference, we quickly learned that Safe Retwrn
saw the conference mainly as a media event. AMEX
was also interested in creating sn amnesty event
that would get wide media coverage, but we slso
saw the conference as another attempt to build &
Stateside amnesty movement. Uhe: Kissinger
announced in late October 1972 chat "peace was at
hand” in Vietnam, this second aspect of the Paris
conference became even more important to us: Now
that the war seemed to we
belisved we could involve the antiwar movement in

supporcers becsuso ebac would make it
t to become the premier U.S. ammesty organiza-

were sadly

Safe Return had lictle concern for exile needs,
but was using AMEX and Up from Exile as co-spon-
sors of the conference to legitimize ir. AMEX
decisionmaking

was never an equal partner in the

rocess, and the majority of decisions were made
y Safe Return. Of course, Safe Return had much
S EaliSa: {amce: tn e lhing. the iacen uas oF

momey that were necessary for the conference, and
ere n media
events, 20 inmany areas of judgement we chose

to.defer to their decisions. But the strains were
already beginning to show in Che AMEX-Safe Return
relationship.

On the flight to Paris. we saw an issue of Time

Accor o Safe Return, the French poli
were staking out cthe hocél, threatening to srrest

and deport anyone who tried to convene the con-
Serench. Since most of the sxile delegates would
3 be deported back to the States and jailed

for draft or AWOL offenses, we were hesitant to
risk arrest, but more concerned mot to let Bixon

£sC wway with kindezing our work. AMEX vas con:
o cancel the remaining

r1 ts £rom the States becsuse the conference
d be com

urieumi ﬂl

rear
srsnm. S duty GI from hi in West
B e o hhes e oA b
Vst Gersany. A growp of Feench incellectuals
actempred to 8 press conference to denounce
o Rupitulation to Bixon: but the French

delegations later
cxplained the derails of the smaescy quu:snn
Sartre then wrote an ogeﬂ lecter :upgo
Condicionsl ammesty Which was pablished in several
©.S. publications as well as in AMEX. We held our
gva tilegal press conferonce wich some U S. meiia,
but apparently the media executives in New York
decided agaiust the interviews. During our stay
in Burope, ht and Svirchev traveled to Rome
to an international antivar conference to raise
the amesty issve, while Colhoun and Campbell
stayed in Paris o visit local policical groups
educate the amnescy fight.
Propv e ve were fnvited to che apartmenc
of a man ¢ 0 be a carrespondent Eor the
ollege Press Service and discussed sanesty. He
expressed interest in writing & series of lmouy
arcicles, but ve never saw then. As
out,. the “underground” cor Sal Ferrera,

pondent
s nased by Philip Agee (cl\e Forwer GIA agent whe
wrote Msu_y___L") as a




W

Likely CIA agent who ser Agee up in Framce.

o Parts Conterence cesulced fn AMEX spliccing
from Safe Return, and was an imporrant turm
polic fox otber Zedsons s vell. AMEX was sble to
Sestn £o build s base of support for aumesty work

var resisters extled in European countries.

Equatly tngorcanc, afeer our atecizes with WV g

© to bring the militant antivar Secerios
grgantzation into the fledsling smesty ovesent

W National Office representative Ed Damato saw
the {mpovcance of developing the amescy caspaizn
along anci-imp and helped us see
how vers with less-than-honorable discharges need
‘amnesty, too

GROWING -PAINS OF THE EARLY AMNESTY MOVEMENT

Throughout 1972, AMEX often found irself ¢
between the conflicting political demsnds of Sa
Recurn, and Heney sr:huarz:ehud ¢ the ACLU Amnesty
Zrojece pEecas n extle organization,

i i4ceia experience to apply Couard what
hoped vould be & nacional ammesty cotli

made us more dependen: Safe

Yo Sigaraschils o e mi he ocherwl
been. Although ve didn't scoff at worl
Liberals, Schearzschild's goal of developi
1iberal institutional amnesty support wasn't our
ted to reach :he ant fwar

ed it necessary to
st of Safe Re-
Turn which wanted us to reject Schwarzschild.
o 4 never doveloped an independent
£tnancial base and had Tacetved only s seall
the churches, when we decided

fatne pm; publighing a sagazize, ve needed more
funds o Sefore. Although Enight tried to

struggles within the fledgling amnosty movement.

ht and Colhoun were delighted at the
arrival of Swedish exile activists Condon and
Rutherford in July 1972. They took an immediate

e e e A R s
e e. Early that sprisg, Bruce Beyer had
om his exile in Sweden. We

b
two years. Our inability to get Beyer involved
in our work made Condon and Rutherford's decision
to leave Toronto that Sepcember for Vancouver, on
*s west coast, a difficult ome to accept
since AMEX was committed to work way over our
heads. However, before they moved we made an
agreement that if Coudon and Fuchorford were able

it involved in ammesty wo:

15 Vascouver, GCondon #d Rutherford found the
gaze extle Tesistance to amescy W
found in anon:o To speing 1574, AMEX p pubu:hed
a0 article houn and Joe Jones, another AMEX
Sditor, called "Future Stress: The Paychology oF
Exi % atcempted to analyze our organizing
probless. A good deal of research In social

an with and

clinical plyaho!.o;iu ‘who.had worked vith exiles
in Canada, us fnsight into dimensions of the

able to return 5

more remote, and this Ldenuzy becane a lhbuity

in adjusting to life
ic e pevchologteal ad-

eculior situation of Am

{iving in Canada, a country That vas.1n Cha midet

of a resurgence of  English Canadian natfonalien

Staces, our first big
resulted from Schwarzechild's fundraising on our
behalf. It was this donation that all us to

18

ources of
Conadian Suricgericanism, nfortunately for

< e
other politicaily, and we needed hi
get entree to the liberal foundat Son ool vesleby
indtyiduals which logked to hin for advice oo Bow
to distribute more: T
Tever. happy v u\,
ship R Lt ene foread o Bivanie eredlbﬂky
in recurn for his adopting most of our basi

nesty argumencs in his public srazemencs.
Durtoy che fixst yei F-and-a-haif of cur smmesty
. bimonchly baste:

on
it ics of smmesty and helping
incernational

meetings w T
DS ey i iteie Tocat oxile srpmnizing
25 a lack o nd bocause ammesty was TOT &%
issue vhich would atcract large aumbers of exiles.
were always e o b Eire s Hozen pidsle &
wock parties, but it was difficult to 1avolve
e mumber of people 1n the manv) chores of
production, all of which we did cucselves,
Ciin farn for financial reasons:
avout. pastaup, mailing, eco. EBven
Taoue had. becone 0 compli-

exiles, many Canldtnn nationalists failed to make
i General Motors executives
1iv U.S. war resisters

og = Roa o
Ticved chey were fighting against U.S. inperialisn
Canada: Any Americen in Canad:
was a Yankee imperialist. m che tnflux of
resisters into’ st tho anxisty of
host mich & lacge antivar Anecican

Lgenticy. Amn

cheir mew Canadian
guickly recognized that ve wouldn'c be
able to build a large base of support in exile,
but this could be compensated for by other moans.
If AMEX couldn't got hundreds of exiles out to
smnesty demostrations in Toronto, wa cou
the media to express to the American people our
response to the amnesty discussion. In the
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with the exceptions of the Montreal and Vancouver
American Deserters Committee and the' shortlived
Red, White and Black in Toronto, most exil

of
fa coverage. This was in Line vith the advice
they recetved from thelr Canadian advisers:
fade into the wor
gioning during €he 1971 holiday season, when
the media made its anmual trek to the Norch Councry
to report on "how the boys in Canada were making
out," AEX doveloped the expertise necessary to
work with the media. We learned how to speak to
Fha MATe 1o i ore huped s T aas angutr el
free of poltcical Jargon. We were willing to de-
vore large amounts of time to media interview
I\A  to answer che, reporters’ generally uninforned
ns io a y that mo)
the rullzy 'of the extle situacion. Ve also. de-
vel t of war resisters wiiling to talk
It took a lot of work to keep these
1e refused to

Soichtatais
lists up-to-date because many peo
deal with the media after either
wisquoted geveral times, or from having to put

up with reporters’ seemingly xnheren: dllregard
for our privacy, and disrespect gen 3
s e e e e
U.S. cities with a draft resister or deserter from
their eity. The media came to learn that when
amnesty story broke suddenly, they could come to
AMEX not only for “official” response, but also
for the mames of other exiles to interview

AlEhough moet exiies weren' willing o do day=co-
day amnesty work, over the years AMEX won their
zospect, since wo were ablo to articalate their
feelings about ammesty, the Vietnam War and thes
justness. of our resistance to that war

THE FOUNDING OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR
UNIVERSAL AND UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY

After the signing of the Paria Ceasefire Agree-
sent in January 1973, the condicions for forming
a navional amesty coalition had changed for the
better. The news that AMEX had splic with Safe
Retorn quickly sproad among th r:he iberal, church,
and antiwar groups now ready. t n an’amnesty
coalitfon, In'Parts, VAW e bun recruited by
the ammesty m 3 umenical con-
fem.u of religious or an(za‘imu had adopted

“Aunescy; and Trudd! Young. of

and Uhl of safe Return for a families orgln‘za.ian
to be called Families of Resisters for Amnes

by leftista. Still zmed i

decision at the time, nor only in the context of

the complicated politics of »he nascent ammesty

Eovesent, but in Tetrospect s e FA was able
of parents because

£ with = e

this early May conference in Ga st
it was decided that a grnssroo_s ‘education cam-
paign was the best route £o winpn: amnescy for
LR s B
epposition to'asnesty many cimes, and Comgrass
cleariy mor inclined to pass unconditional
nmnca[y legislation, This ACLU-convened ecw[o“m—ce
resulted in the election of six members
Steering Committee of what eventually caned
che National Council for Lni’l.rsal and Uncon=
ditional Amnesty (NCUUA). The six selected from
Teligious, civil rights
eace fnstitucions were: Virgin:
lic of Rew Africi, Bob Mus
for Object 5
:xcruarz-child of the I\CLU Amnesty Prcjecr.,
gas of the War Resisters League and Women S"tike
r Peace; Fred Hofricter of !he United Church
of Cl‘\riil’. and the Interreligious Taskforce on
lergy and Lafty con-
cerned ). At this conference it was decided
0 hﬂld a second founding conference of NCUUA
Hay in Toronto, where exiled war resisters

r.ou articipate
mzﬁ sted :he second NCUUA founding con-

ference in late ey 1973, at which time the vard:

e Atesorio bEiys Leblalesbitieed ing euciety

405 EORGERSE o elece che renaintag alx Steertud
Cee menbers. The other people who had at-

Lt Washington conference wera invited to

participate o a Testricce in_the Toronto

man- c).cy in summer 1972. People 1ike Gold
Star mother Loui:

rehermore,
n y on, D.C., which
Schuarzschild had boen talking about convening
for spring 1972, was finally ready to be convened
in May 197 1973, the his-
toric Forces necessary for forming an amnesty
coalition were

n the wecks heforo the Washingt: esty
conference, Knight was busy behind the scenes
talking with people in this new amnesty grouping.
Back Ecom the Perls conference, AVEX wan £cCive
1y trying to get involved with this mew |

the main purpo s £or che war
resister constlmqnclex to strategize about
launching a national program of gressroots am-
nesty education and organizing, To a large extent
Che political definicion of the g
determined by KX and 3 laxge VWAV et
and VVAW forces bad to contend with
L1ty wis MAreA o ubia et S o B
unancar(anien and reconcilistion. Another large
political block oose coalition of

whose work consisted mainly of reviewing draft
cases with an eye to getcing charges dropped,
and helping deserrers to get swift Undesivable
discharges of the service.' The
AMEX and VVAW poum-.l approach was chat In-
dividual counseling we ortant means
Which some var reststers could pet their cases
resolved on personal basis, but the only real
solution to the problem was a collective one:
to force Washington o grant & universal g

o1teved, could

In fact, Knight went so far as to help Louise
om write the constitution of Americams for

ile - that year
Canada had published a pchoul Firitten by Emlg

sty
oS aoeR h T s oF st
resisters which lacked legal loopholes. The
counselors faction believ
tation around amnesty

_humanitarian counseling effort, and often aligned




with the 1iberal forces who opposed the left
forces of AMEX and VVAW. We wanted to wage a po-
tical ammesty campaign which would be clearly
antivar in nature, The predicament of the monleft
facrion was thac in order to work oo amnesty they

this restriction
openly argued against a "futile” left-orienced
amnesty campaign

“the NCUUA Statement of Purpose was developed
in the war resister constituency workshops in-
cluding only people nel acnesty, and later
brought before a plenary session in which all
Conferees participated. Although the nonleft was
reluctancly prepared to accept the basic left
thrust of the scatement, it was smxious to rid
the text of any "rhetoric.”
defeated during the drafting sessions, the
counseling faction brought a motion to the ple-

v which called for a toral reconsideration
of the statement so it could join forces with
the nonleft to weaken ite political content
This move, at the last session of the conference.
wae so clearly out of order that it was over-
Whelmingly defeated. The nonleft wasn't prepared
to be 30 Viatant ia trying to comstrain the left
wing of the new amnesty movement.

Consequently, the nonleft members of NCUUA
were stuck with an NCUUA Statement of Purpose
that could not be actacked politically; but they
were never comfortabie with it: "The purpose of
the Mational Council for Universal Uncomditional
Amnescy is to mobilize the American people to
Sork for a universal and unconditional amnesty:
*o educate them concerning the scructures
and institucions that created the war in South-
east Asia, the nature of the war itself. and
Decessity to resist s in the future
The othez aspect of
with which che nonleft felt uncomfortable was
de. on of wvar resister categories to be i

£4

Tuded in a future uncondtional amnesty: Not
only draft resisters, but also deserters, all
vets wich bad paper discharges, and civilians
with 'eriminal® records for their opposition to
the war and military racism. It was with grest
reluctance that the NCUUA monleft accepted the
Statemenc of Purpose, and the history of NCUTA
which follows has many examples of continued
resistance to putting into effect the unity
principles upon which NCUUA was founded

At this second NCUUA founding comvention, AMEX
realized that bocause of our scrategic position
in cthe amnesty mOvement as @ War Tesister OXgan-
izazion with a yeas-and-a-half of ammesty work
Srder our belts when few other war resister con-
stituencics had any interest in the issue, we had
2 special type of political power: We were che
very people for whom KCUUA was trying to win a=-
nesty, we were organized, and experienced in
speaking on behali of war resisters. Soge 1ib-
erals would have liked to replace us with a
nonleft war resister organization, but this never
Rappened. This was largely because we were scill
organized as antivar exiles st a time when many
Zormor antiwar activists had gone on tewother

15 Work, or had retreated into their
a1 lives. For AMEX, oux opposil
fnuing post-ceasefire war was a daily part
and the £ight for amnesty was a
ch we could express antiwar convic-

3 our ‘exile. OuT 0ppo-

A to Che war came from deep inside us. So,
aly because a part of our lives had been
tion to iz, it

5

g

ssible to compromise
ut denying an intergral part of
s als T ma

AMEX ACTIVITIES IN TORONTO

In £all 1972, Xoight and Colhioun did the bulk
of AMEX amnesty-oriented work, and Pietlock did
2 lot of nonamnesty editorial work. Maryann Camp-
Bell, an original member of the AMEX collective,
nd Anton Wagner, an exiled deserter, could also
Se counted on for help. In late December 1972,
AMEX was visited by three other people, who were
to play a large role in our future:

Ricketts, and Steve Grosswan and Evangeline Mix.
Rickerts was an Army deserter who had ‘lived un-
decground in Japan and London, but couldn't live
*v legally and came to Canada in
hope of establishing a permanent legal resi-

that people could no longer apply for landed
izmigrant status at a Capadisn border point or
from within Canada, but had to go to a thizd
country or remain in their home countries for six
Zonths it took to have applications processed.
This announcement cut Off virtually all fmmi-
gracion to Canada by U.S. war resisters, and
hat is what we told Ricketts. We advised him to
0 back to Paris, where he had 1 1fer,
5% apply for Canadisn landed {mmigration status
there. He would be able to survive because he
was fluent in French. We met him again in Paris,
“here he helped us during the smnesty conference.
-er got landed immigrant status in Canada,
od to Honcreal and continued o work with
AMEX until late 1977.
sman and Mix had just come £rom Chicago
ossman was being tried by Judge Julfus
Hoffman, of Chicago conspiracy trial fame, for
Tefusing the drafc. Before Grossman's trial date
had been set, he and Mix had been doing community
organizing in southern Ohio, and Joined the anti-
Y4t demonstretors in Miami in sumer 1972 at the

60G...INDEXTO
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73 CONTACTS
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Democratic and Republican conventions. Mix wa:

get legal status in Canada. AMEX explored the

poseibilicy of sending them to Australfa o try
- £o open that country for U.S. exiles, but chey

£inally decided to liv

At the time, AMEX had no idea how important

Grasenan end Mix would become to our future sork

Hix zesained sctively involved in smesty wor

until fall 1975, and Grossman stayed on For 5

duration of AMEK's work.

ossman began to learn the Technical aspects

of magazine production when he started worki

fullcize at AEX in early 1973 vas joined on

the staff by Tom Needham, a founding member of

AMEX delogation lefr
amnesty confereuce, d a core of 2 half a
dozen activists working out of the crowded AMEX
basement office. And we needed so large a staff.
We were besieged by the media, were co-sponsors
of the Paris smmesty conference, hosted the
sccond SOUUA founding conference, publishud

hroe {ssues of the magssine, nd did 3 major
oxganizing job at che snaval Unicarian Universs-
5t Assoctation Incarnational conference
Tozonto in eacly June 1973, By summer 1973, ve
had all been working on nervous energy for
months and were physically and psychologically
exhausted. Once again, we ourselves wa:

er our heads in amnesty work. Needban went
Back to his $0b ds & ousshold mover at che et

spring, Bt Joe Jones Jolued the ANEX
his yus the best thing to bappen to AMEX that
summer, as everything else appeared to go down-
BILY over the next severa ths.
frer the second NCUUA founding conf

AMEX entered into an extended period Of criticiss
and self-criticism concerning our worl
spring. Tyo members of what developed chat sprin
as the left caucus of NCUUA, Amnna Mai
and Jeanne Friedman, led the critictsm, focustag
on Kagghc's sosecines unilsteral leadetshi,

bu be came back to werk fulltime the tension
becusen hin and Colkoun on the one hand, and .
Pietlock on the other was intensifying. To make

BaEters worse, Gosxann aud Hix decided :o pove
to British Colusbia ai en 973.

T the fall of 19/3; the conflicL Vith prat-

Lock came tox head. Plerlock wanted £o fomre

p irs nmesry work and even-

tually Fold: He o langer waoted to devore most
of his free time to AMEX, but didn'c want the

AMEX 1ike everyone olse. Knight
office pressures with Pietlock
intense. £night got a daytime job and worked
nights at AMEX with Colhoun. Knight and Colhoun
then found an unemployed nomexiled American
1ivi who was interest
the days.

&

but ANEX was contimuing
full steam shead. Next, Pietiock demanded chac
Colhoun stop working at AMEX altogether. If he

didn’t. Pietlock threatemed in a letrer to Knight

cthat he would destroy AMEX.
After holéing an meeting to discuss Piet-

lock's demands, it was decided that Colhoun

would continue his work at : We chen promsly

out of our free office space on the
L‘nlvus&zy of Toronta £ the univer-
%'t allow us to have a loc

Tl aoors; and we ook Bistlock's :hrel(

seriously. Alchough Pietlock was acting in

extrealy (eracional way. his behavior

Snderacored che level of mu;ontm chat somo-

directed toward AMEX war resisters

Tacessely co adopt & new Lanadisn {dentiry.

In fact, Pletlock was prodebly the var resiscer

& y's post visible New Canadian aftel

published a  Photogzaph of ot His Canadien citizonthip

ID card in & Knight
e comenteyie B it el
activists working for amnesty, which to
ians often symbolized the country and exile
politics they had come to reject, The fact that
They were able to work together for so lodg vas
resarkable

Although AMEX published a long cr.ucal Letter-
to-the-editor from Pietlock in a late 1973 fssue

goucismed o accec
ork continved during Zhe trving
Taet tix monthe of 1973, it was s Cing of very
‘W lplrit- when only a very deep commitzent to
% pulled us throus}
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T, the second NOULA founding conference in
nto in May 1973, the recencly-
nesty left caucus of AMEX, VVAW, and other polic
ical allies, fel:t a definice sense of acccmplish

Dent. ke had to strug Ie hard to win what was
idered a politically NCUUA State-

ment of Purpose. To do so, we had o push the
forces about as far to the le

421y anci-imperialist
but that would

rinciples of unity,
have forced the liberals out of

Sealitions. compo
vievs have been political cradition :or genera-
tions of struggies. In che weeks following the
e set out to eara and exer-

of the cross-class coalition
ks in May 1973.

We anticipated a future of struggle within the
amnesty coslition's Steering Committee, but

Tere coniident that we could provide strong lead—

srship, What ve had not counted on. however. was
le wichin the Steering Committee

sction in terms of initiacting prope With the
sxcestion of s fev small peices of prograz, a po-
programsatic deadlock devel
ixon was forced to resiga
presidenc in ku use

1 d'won the day in Toronto,

we needed the cooperation of the church, liberal,

civil 1tbertarian, and counseling organizations
he

craanizacions discussed the merics of supporting
B iisional amesty which would iaclude alter-
Sative service requizemencs. This position beld
that conditional amescy would be 3 first amnescy
politically than the "
azonable” demand for universal and uncond
&l smnesty. The latter demand, upon which NCUUA
was founded, was £R1E cosbavtool SRIteRY fax thic

to
CEn was rotpod sevril t
organizations which did not support universal
and unconditional ammesty o sit om the NCUUA
Steering Committee. OF course, AMEX stromgly

che left forces realized hn( »
NCUCA entirely for our-own

MoRbers CF The codlicicaissuiisad char
stuck with the Toronto de‘initicn o
and unconditional amnest:
Zome. of the nonleft decided to try to build sup-
port for a conditional amnesty, while e

cided mot to visably oppose the Toronto amnesty

definteions, but to block left progras proposals

within the Steering Committee; or to move

slouly in che direccion of universal and

5 that Tictle actioh of consequance
pr

Longed period of political stalemste wos that
was long unable to develop a strong mation-
e
1y left caucus proposal for an October
1973 National Amnesty Week mever really got off
the ground, largely due to che general political
‘unds. The only

Vietnas Generation, b
Killmer, had traditionally been the major £inan-
cial source for aid groups counseling in exile,
bz woald not £und SCUUA's emmesty work.
Schwarzschild had been appointed the X
Steering Comitcee co be ¢ coalition's chief
za‘aer but seemed content ro use NCUUA's
).l:r. of funds as leverage to keep NCUUA from
program, rather than actually
Zact, » formal fundraising pro-
;-o sal that Schwarzechild had promised to present
o the Steering Committee for approval in October
was pot completed until December 1
CUUA's chrondc shortage of operating funds
crippled the coalition's ability to develop pro-
gram, because it was First mecessary to hire
Zolitize scatfperson, =ad to pay xeac Sor office
uld not hire an office coordin-
iCUUA"s.
newsletter, "Amnesty Uj
Sntil April 1976, dbe to the tuin problens
political stalemsre and pover
Soze S Tecse meabers, including
st Seve Fond of sayios thatthe corred
Joiirical climate made <t uniikely that much
amnesty work could be done anyway, considering

R
Schaarzachild (r) debl(esmmmnﬂhzk-
1o oo Ve Hirie
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the fact that Nixon felt so coufident of stone-

ualling the Warezgate investigations that

openly. defied a congressional ban on oot touthg

the U.S. bombing of Cambodia. But to NCUUA's em-

Barrassment, Safe Return and FORA, as well as

local amnesty coalitions hich vere slowly foraig,
gram. Safe Re-

Re:um-m

of which never materialized, but did urkace twe
wore deserters, Lew Simon and Ed NcNally, amid
much publicity at Cheir Christmas Homecoaing 1973
event at New York's vuhge Gare folk club in
Greenwich Villag e
had been

s frof
allowed to sit in on ncuuA Sceering Comnictee
meerings although they had refused to join the
coalicion, hut i Noveaber 1973. zhe szee\:Lu

T TBsamed that their main purpose oy Attendisg
was to learn RCUUA s plans. One of t strongest
additions to NCUUA since its lound in May, was
Gold' Star mother Pat Simon, ounded Gold'stax
Barents For Amnsstys. and Jined sl ty move-
BenE 5 o Ful)eine activite: Her mticing afforte
o8 Behalf of universal and anconditional smssey
were to become an inspiration to people at ANEX,
von when, we AHRIC spree With ber on a1 poiacs:

DISARRAY IN THE LEFT CAUCUS

Alchough AMEX had conceived of che left caucus
as the political leadership of NCUUA, it was guite
Snother thing to pat this theorerical conception

into practice. The lefc caveus vas nominally cam-

represonting civilian resisters;

Sandy Rutherford (of the VAEA) representing fam-
LLies of resistors. In order for the left to func-
tion as a caucus at Steering Committee meetings

it was necessary to meet as a caucus prior to
meetings to thrash out mecting strategy In prac-
ver, left caucus meetings were not a
ways convened. o we
memebors -

Tnability to meet together to formilac
plans for the amnesty movement.

Both Virginia and Walter Collins had poor left
caucus and Steering Committee attendance due to
severe government repression of Virginia's organ-
ization, and to SCEF internal struggles. Walter's
SCEF respenstbilities, especially when he becase
the national coordinator. nocessarily tosk higher
priority chan NCUUA esty never became
prioricy work for Haye u and the GI movement. Even
though Damato had taken on amnesty work as a pri-
ories for him wichin the VVAW National Offic

was understandably preoccupied during susmer
1973 vich the Gatneaville Eight conspiracy trial
chrongh which the government was attemp
destzoy the encivar vets organization
expensive:

2
‘coordinared

1ived in Vancouver. Rutherford, however, worked
closely with Gerry Condon and

From the beginning of AMEX's ammesty work, we:
had looked to U.S. groups for the organizing ex=
perience in the States which we lacked. But the

have muci: experien
tion with broadly diverse polirical tendencics.
s at first reluctant to take the Initfa-

tive in proposing program, but slowly re.auzed

that, due to circumstances, we had to

the slack. But even when we did present the Left

caucus with program ideas, they were often met

with little enthusiasm, cE\:en Lecause the polic

ical strugsle in NCUUA had becons

and draining. By lace 1973, the
ually debated whether remain:

so Frustrating

pouutally worchwhile, and whether the left

out of the deadlocked coalicion. As
e up _the NCOUA experience in late
1975 from che, left cavcus perspect ive:
had fruitless tug-o

AMEX BEGINS TO ASSERT LEADERSEIP IN NCUUA

The basic proble= faan; the left caucus was

that e didn’c have enough progressive grassroots
supporters to cip the stalemated al balanc
R

left NCUUA by susmer 1975, and no other left sup-
port was fortheoming, AMEX would reconsider the
ce of our power in (hLﬁ new context. But from
the beginning, slowl: began to assert a
leadership in NCUUA B s e o e
bers but racher on our strategic position within
the movement, and on our ability to Eormu
am and to implement it either on our own or
through NCUUA. But che development of AMEX's rise
to leadership within the amnesty coalition was
a slow process
Exiles were :l’:e best or;anued constituency
of var resisters in need of ammesty, co with SCUUA
stalemated, the left caucus turned to AMEX to
In De:embex,
he efforts of
and Rutherford, held meetings in Toronto
and Vancouver inking che fsaue of amesty for
war resisters e growing campaign to free
che 200,000 pouuul prisoners of the
Van Thieu regime in South Vietnam. AMEX's involve-
ment with the Souh Vietnamese political prisoners
issue was a long on
Tn Paris in Pebrusry 1973, Knight and Jack
Colboun visited the General Secrerary of Aumesty
International, Sean Mcaride. We had just learned
that Amesty Internacional was about’ to launch

yish Siah, of che hascsiacicn of Vietnamese Pacriots 4n
Canada; with Gerry Condon, Jearne Friedun and Don Lice
at the Vancouver amesty/political prisoner meeting.

|
|
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ign on behalf of the prisoners
McBride that it seemed to us an excellent idea

to link the political prisoner campaign with
amnescy for war resisters, because it would show
How opposition to Washington/Saigon war polic.

had Ted to widespread represaion in boch :ounL"les
YUcBride was quitc short with us: There woul

N Buch Linking of Laouas, because smnasty was
oo :onlrové“f‘Lnl and would drive away potential

political prisoner/ammesty campaign until the
Yay 1973 Toronto conference, when che aid groups
in Canada raised the political prisomer catpaign
a8 being much more worthy chan the amesty striggle
Because the original NCleA Statement of Purposs
BionTe wention the. South Viernamese political
prisoners, the aid groups rev!ved the Canadian
Coalition of War Resisters, h had never existed
except on paper, to write a statement to NCUUA
saylng chae ehe CORR would not join NCUUA becaune -
che policical prisoncr cazps

REUL Seeering Conmit aediacoly {nciuded
a section o the prisoners T Ath oot
rpose. But support from the CCWR
36 Eortheoning

e left caucus decided that AMEX and VAEA

p NCUUA reach the polir-
ical prisoner committees in Che States. Conse-
quently, AMEX succeufuuy proposed that NCUUA
Support and fund public meetings in several Can-
nd.an ci(‘es with gucs: speakers Don Luce, who
Brought world attention to the ciger cages in
SESth Vearusn sheze many prisoners exe torcured,
a represencacive from che Association of Viet-
to€e’ tn) Canads, andlan emesty spokes=
person iscuss the issues of amnesty and South
litecnazese iouucu prisoners. The lukewarm re-
sponse of the counseling groups dfdn't surprise
us much, but we were cisappointed that we weren't
able to bring more exiles and Canadians to the

two meerings. In Toronto, we ot about sevency
people; Vancouver was slishtly sore succassfal,
Recting mearly minely. We weren't able to Ln«psre
any of the aid groups o hold stmilar meeting;

o cBeis ovm. bor the long process of building
support for the mectings among exile groupe scill
in existance in Canada laid the groundwork for
future amnesty worl

THE AMNESTY MOVEMENT CLASHES WITH THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OVER FUNDING

In sid-Augyst 1973, the Canadian government
mounced an "immigration apnesty’ to eliminate
t had become a major problem: The presence

of an estimated 200,000 fllegal immigrants: in
Canada. OF this cotal, the counseling proups and
the NCC Emergency Ministry believed as many
20,000 were U.S. war resisters, p.::‘icuhrly de-
serters, who couldn’t meet the er and In
igration Mintscry's requiremence For landed 4
migrant status. The Canadian immigration amnesty
program was scheduled to be in effect for sixty
days beginning in mid-August
Rev.“Richasd Killmer Sf the NCO Buergency Min-
uickly raised more than $110,000 to revive
group counseling network in Canada, at
this point arssly oin out of gus idilmer con-
vened a meeting in Wimipeg with the counselors,
where it was decided to freeze AR and VAEA out
of any counseling funds, 'co vefuse to cake out
EX-Canida nagezine to-adverciee
e e gration amnesty program,
ind to offer counseling sorvices. AMEX 41d some
postering in Toronto, and a mailing across Canada
to our contacts about the immigration amnesty,
but we could hardly compote with the lavishly-
financed aid groups in terms of outr
AUER and the VAEA quickly understood what had
happened . $110,000 had boen speedily Taised by the
NCE for war xeslster supporc work ot 4 vise when

sible to raise on
Govk. HCUUA keps ivs offices open, but vas able
t a time when AMEX and VAEA
to enlarge our suppozt base among
exe frozen out of a chance to both.con-

exiles, we
tact thousands of exiled war resisters through the

counseling progrem, and ti nce them that only

the problems caused by their res =
We also knew all too well that this latest lne‘dort
was comsistent with a long tradition wherel
NCC would fund only the apolitical atd Centers at
che oxpense of che political oxile graups adires-
sing the political roots of the

Killmer's latest political and - financial wheeling
and dealing came at a time when the amnesty coali-
tion was mearly bankrupt, and this made the signi-
Ficance of his actions clear to a much wider sudi-
ence than when bis maneuvers ¥ere restricte
poliically aceive exiles in Canada and Sweden

n AMEX brought the problem to NCUUA's attention,

NOC-funded fmuigration comseling cxcluded amesty grouwms.




even the nonleft was outraged. Although it seems
Likely that Xillmer bad a good deal of support
within che BCC, some of the churches were shocked

that none of the soney he had zaised wuld go to
amnesty, worl

Bonuvuen:ly, AMEX, with the backing of
left caucus,

mded at the September 1573

Limer
a meeting, which took place
in October 1973. But not omly did the meetis

oz;nr.o. !‘hn!rul and Vancouver T ‘
gend. Although the Winnipeg meeting failed o
integrate AMEX a VhER the

Darryt Advn

Some of those st Vancouver meeting. Left: Milooey and Bric
Stine. Right: Colhoun (speakizg), Rutherford, Schawzschild

cuork, ic did hely Talght and Colbous from
AMEX," and Condon from the VAEA to build some
support Sor ammesty and Souch Vietnamese polic-
ical prisoner work with the smaller aid groups
£rom Ninnipos, headed by American secial worker
oney. From the beginning of ANEX's amnesty
T ey 972 Met oy e iecsad it
vork on che issue, but apparently he xealized by
2 oo .

shoul t his foot in the

Haloney hed becane Kiliner's alcsest aily within
the counseling network. Therefore, the Wimmipeg
meeting was f£illed with political tensiom, clev-
erly manipulated by Schwarzschild, though Killmer
himself was not even present.

At the Ocrober meeting in Winnipeg, the par-
ticipants agrecd to support the AMEX-VAEA pro-

e NCC was willing to fund cramsportation
coste for the Vancouver mesting. This Cise. the
Vancouver Ttee to Assiat American War Ob-

meeting. By this time, the momentum generated by
the Winnipes meeting had n:—utrnhzzd the tradi-
tional an:.mzny posl the Vancouver
Comnitree . This meelms produced another
ame!ty/polililcll prisoner uniry statement,

eleven aid group and exile organ-
izations in Canada.

Again, Killmer found it incomvenient to attend
Flismayting® Bedsino ool 3 impossible to re-
spond to political questions about the earlier
scruggle over funding ch 1

uenku lucez in Decent bez

- Szeexing va.
allocated enoush funds by the NCC to have tvo
Tenresentatives 4t che Vancomvar neectng, Knighc's
record was successfully defended by Co

the atcemps .
AL in all (he Vancouver meering was a
cess. The m groupe which sigoed the *nit:

e
Statesenc” constituced chemse s the Coal
of American War aeusuu 1o Canada, re-
Lactagiche Long-defunct Canadian c».u io'x of
E-r Resiste !ud been founde r
1972° expres Besio e
il R ol T et
Yeal credtbility. Although the new cosiition did
1ittle more than issue the "Unity Statement,
a5 3 cleat expression of che policical momen-
um that Bad developed smong exile:

In brief, in che period femediarely following
BORIE o= Epml U e et e e i) best organize
war xuunr :onszu uency
Dot peopie 1ike Killner and SchAGYechild eried.
to keep the exile community so divided and hostile
toward AMEX and VAEA, which were worki: for am-
nesty, that we would be discredited, and nevtral-
ized vithin NCUUA. At a cime when Schwarzschild
yas saying that the lefe eacos didn'r represan

large war resister community suwor:xr\ﬁ o
. be vas actively attempcing to keep the
cosmunity as divided as possidle. Noneche-
VARA were abis o makelsmety EAlis

i P e U £l nmclal because
the left cavcus turned to us ent acmesty
Progtan vhen NCULA was incapable of doing che job

AMEX CALLS ON NCUUA TO SUPPORT OUR CAMPAIGN TO
AMNESTY DICK BUCKLIN

2y late 1973, REX decided to no longer coun:
on the left caucus or NCUUA to develop program
ideas; we decided to. presenc our own plans and
then get the caucu: SCUUA o support thes.
Uncil then, we had deferred fo the calicus

we. But when Army deserter Dick
Bucklin was court-mrtialed and ununced to £if-
zeen months in the stockade and a Bad Conduct
duc!uue ﬂ;_zlu- ive e AWOL. in Sweden and

, we

had to mount a matiomal cam-
cklin's sentence reduced, raistng
amncsty for all war resisters and

Pmple at AMEX felt close to the Bucklin case
bad arrived in Toronts in carly 1573
stopping at AMEX for counseli
return to mury control through the
Chapter Ten acainfetracive discharge procedure.
¥hen he reslized it would be a fey months before
he could return, he wolved in AMEX work,
o ting Nt RIs Ttimn o] ClaRtIT ATy £
swmer 1973. When he returned to Fort Carson.
Colorado, he scon learned thar instead of dis-
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eharyrg him via the tsual Chapter
ceding to court-martial him,
Caviss he had been an exile accivist
Bola Anerican Desertars Comictee.

we felt
That NCUUA had ¢ e prog:
£o break the pols Selcal ocaslock
Comaitte

!l:fort Bucklin's court-mar ial c.m\-k:.‘.cw
we had attempted to for his 1al
in the Colorado area,

‘s

AMEX hed boped <
zeprasenced in che 1ef

klin-Johnson spesicin
ot Campaign for
£60 involved in their own ac
moré than moral support

espectally since no one at AME
the Blueprint for 3 naionel
speaking tour Car‘ Braden of
copies of cor; o.,.zn:e and
tt\d Virginia Col ns’ 1971 :mzs

Pick Bucklin, at Fort Carson, Colon

t Bucklin oo & radio talk-show in the U.

Exile activists Sandy Rucherford (center) and: S'lrnh Clemans
() sppoct

wiped us u'\dtrslaml the basic requirements of
a pational €
But

cing che NCUUA Steering Comnittee to
support. the B9ckl in-Johnson proposal was more
AMEX had to find a staffperson £o
coordinate the speaking tour from the NCUUA
Fortunately, Kight had recently met Jon
T 13, formerly’a national coordinator of
The antivar group. People’s. Coalition for Peace
and Justice. and convinced him of the importance
work. Steinberg was willing to take

s

Alebough Enlght dfd sost of the speaking ent
gagezents, be was joi t various points, and
S other Cinee mpeiled; by exils : woen Sandy
Rutherford and Sheila Adsas Of the VAEA, and
Clemens of AMEX. When the "\arcﬂ-'hroush-
y kivg tour ended, we judged ic a suc-
cess, even though we weren't able to force the
co shorten eicher Bucklin's or John-
prison sentences. The Bucklin-Johnson
was important Secanse It was NOQUATe. Eiret
empr to execute mational program. The travelin

< gave local acnesty groups an event o
Cor and o opp Trunicy co flex fts muscles
The process of developing and, to a major exten
executing the campaign gave e necessary exper-
lence, and confidence chat ve could develop
amnesty program for NCUUA from exile and.meke
work

To get the dt!dlockgd NCUUA Steering Committee
to support -Johnson campaign, AMEX
bad to develop the program, £ind a coordinator,
Taise the funds for operating expenscs, and pro-
eaking lour “ur

el
= program Thc Buckl in-Johnson apeakmg campaig:
tought us that usless we applied t
peneces KC che political malaise which

d prevented NCUUA from launching any sigmifi-
cant program since its lncep(ion the previous
speizg would continue to doafuate.

e May 1974 Steering Commirree

mees \n:g. Jerel Olsen's record as NCUUA coordin-
ator over the last six months was reviewed. The
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Stecting Comictes decided char Olsen be relieved
£ his duties and replaced temporarily by Ir=s
n'c been an efficient coor-
dinator and had, according to the mim
Ccome an irritent among Steering CmatEr as menbixs
and was not able to pull NCUUA together.
Oz}-er than the Bucklin-Johnson campaign

cax, w
Lx at congressional hearings "cld by Rep. Robert
Kastemmeier carlie: that spring. Olsen had mo
been able to nter well enough organized
to make it a success

AMEX ACTIVITIES IN TORONTO AND SWEDEN AND FRANCE:
SPRING AND SUMMER 1574

o Kaight left Toronto in March 1974 o the
Hucklin-]obnacn campaign, AMEX pursuaded Ce

to move from Vancouver to Toronto to mana z ,ht
office. Despite our wanting Condon to continue
his work with the VAEA, the move was necessary

the first half there were
ons in the media thac the top levels
of the | RL-publ{cun party were making contingency
plans for replacing ¥ixon with his vice pres
, Gerald Ford, and that if it became neces-
xon, chey were willing to grant
nal amesty resisters
Former Hitxon Defanse Secretecy Helvin Laird,
former Nixon Army Secretary Robert Froehlke, and
Ford himself had all indicated thar they chought
form of conditional smmesty was in order.
We published articles in AMEX and discussed the
possibilities on Toronto TV shows, but few people

Knight's and Colhoun's meetings with the Paris
exile comunity during the 1973 Paris amnesty
conference. there was & good deal of support for
our amnest; " ck of clarity about
Vhat wat Tesisters could do about amme
Paris. Colhoun's visit updaced their information
about amnesty happenings

n Sweden. however, he faced a much differen
situation. Exiles in Stockholm, in particular,
were still hostile toward ammescy work. Many were
still bitter abour Safe Return and Up From Exils
and believed that amnes iberal issue
But the fact that the T
had recently endorsed the
demonstration in H-’lahi?g[o'\ helped mal
work more policically “respectal

ed a

&

5) Kick Nixon Out. The VVAW/WSO dmns[n:.cn "ad
a significant effect on getting other elements

of the loft to take amnesty more seriously
Although Colhoun left Sveden feeling the stron
opposition to ammesty work among most exile
tivists, it was clear the issue was being 'ﬂ:nn-

wace WiTEiug o irdiekce
1d by

ever, w
ousced his punicive

s later.

foronto, Condom had taken the initia-
in organizing a benefit concert for A
24d-1073, Avmy deserter and musician Bill King
had v'lt:e'\ to ,\."X re fxpr:s! his support for
Colhoun

of s anxious
but since the exile community had many
. we decided to wait u: we
especially draft re-

n and Condon visiced Winchester playing
oronto night club, but the Montreal-based

musician quickly refused. He was opposed o AMEX't
had recently taken out Canadian

He believed that draft tors
o4 desertors knew che score whe | they rasisted
ame to Canada, and'm y the

pay
ox the wast OF theie
oing a disgervice
hinm who had become Canadian cici-
s, by mpn.nh shat war resisters veren't
Bappy in their new Canadian home. Our talk with
Vinchester was & real disappointment, but ve
irely surprised. Winchester had carlier
wriczen a song uhL:h lauded Franklin Delanc Roose-
velt and Canadian Prime Ministors Lester Pearson
Plerre Trudeau as friends of the poor
foally, ve vers eble to schedule tho AVEX
benefi
past, we had success ns
+ iuck dinnars. billed as soctal eveats but in-
cluding a liccle after-dinner political discus-
sion. but evence thac explicitly designated
s political usually drew  mmiler crowds. Since
by wmer the House Judicia
!e‘evtstu impeachment hearing

T that Nixon's days were numbered, we named
. cm::r[ “The Impeachment Bal &
1 p Hixon announced his resi

e made new posters, crossing out “Im-
and adding "Victory." When the concere

3t
peachmenc "
took place in late Augusc. it was AMEX's

kind, dl(rz([lng Abou[
two_bundred exiles and Canadians,
Ascory vas moving very quickly during those
summer days. By the time the &11 co
place, Gerald Ford, in Oftice as Prasident ox
only a few days, announced fn front of a booing

Bxdle musicimn Bi11 King at AEX crory Ball.
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people who controlled the American
ané governmencal relgns of power had rad-
changed their actitudes about amnesty. But
we hoped ouf media message of opposition to any-
od unconditional am-
amnesty announce-
part in broadening ir
futencions
hopes of
long bortled up in psy:
0 c~£\7n, tru"st to the aur'm.e
0 months before would have denied
tn amnesty were now willing to be | honesc
1ves. Thus, e
pla wich his

deserte
sible  even:

:easm greatly, bringing back the

of unity and purpose that had marked the
days of our exile. Those feeling

he year the ulff!culzies

et fa, andas people began inte-

0 Canadian 1ife now we were in

medis pundi

TN FIGHTING THE FORD GLEMENCY PROGRAM:

to graut a
aister:

+ pardon of Nixon,
uncement was delay
became tortuous, as our office and home

ich each day's nevs. Knight cx
York to consult with Colhotn, Condon,
@11 trying to keep oo top Of the

cided to write & series of
of the majer positions
take, so we'd have

ment we learned \:ho dc[nl)s

tiad held @ series of public aserings,
are that a good mumber of




Were very interested in baing able to rerum to
the States, many more than ve'd been sble o de-
ctermine earlier, when so many repressed th
Colboun dnd Condon, too, were hoping Ehat
Ln vould enible thes to recurn
political
policical

the press statements we
v desire mot to rule out

exile. Cunuquunt! 5 48

e

difficulc £a on
eptember 16, 1974, when Ford revesled the details
of his Clemency Program, called upon war resisters

. but thar if individuals

sedia picked up mainly the boycott aspect of the
. a8 we had boped in designing the press

s nlway! made it 3 point o cosperate
e with [ha medh Ove:
che respect of jours

ZE
sram wer ced, and we were kept busy m

Tly
eighteen hours a day arranging and dotng (n:ﬂ'vimv

made an organizational response to
AR SEare oy erostan Juc ioR Stie Eeprercn
tatives from Sweden, France, Great Britian, a
other parts of Canada would meet at a conference
in Toronto, Bosted by AMEX and sponsored by NOUUA.
Back at the February 1974 NCUUA Steering
MEX bad zeminded NCUUA that L:
was necessary to hold a conference that spril
TRt exites Sould clontia new sxile Teprecencative
to the KCUUA Steering Committee, as mandated by
the NCUUA founding conference. Due o the
deadlock in NCUUA, decisions about the conference
were postponed so long that the earliest the com
ferance could have been convened was early fall.

- ounealing metvork 1a Cank

beli ovecicea weekend of Seprember 21-22,

1icical,

Earlier in the surmer, the tentative date
September 21-22 was decided upon. What we bad seen
as a setback in the spring had now becugg a tre-

was on our

Unforturately, there were ia

Boycott of the
When che conference delegates
bega: , our fizsc discussions were over
whether to tighten up the AN loose
boycott that wasn't fully bindisg. But chis gues-
cion got hen Richard Xilmer
hes and the aid
cloged cheir plans

'he announcement of

and the VAEA

groups they financed
n Canada, at the

the Ford Ciegency Fro

che only ex{le groups stiil t exi cence, che aid

grosps baving folded not long after spending cheir

funding for the Canadian &

NeGovern of the Togonto Anti

3 veral of tl

weeks before the Ford annous

licly indicated her support £

After leacning the details of the program, which

called not only for up to two vears o slternacive

ervice for draft resisters, deserters, and vets _
with baé discharge papers Iso the sigal:
a loyalty cath, the reasons for vefusing |

=

certain how ti
Etee would ceack. £o oue boysott cal

sceual progran proved o severe that NCUUA guickly

gupporced che boycort d

S A Rt na anl s achiac

i bt counsellere, and revesled chat BCC had

zaised more than 5100000 to finance an extenaive

Sueden, and tl

States to counsel war resisters to i rcoaieatin

am. We were astounded an
at_a critical crosszoad (n

mer's
was
and Kil1Ger had zaised anacher
o channe!
Clemency Program,
inrenton of bringing to the counseles’s dtcention
the amesty movement's su of the boycott call
1 DELeE, Che Tateroatipial Conferencs of Exiles

ence of Jaiox impottan
medis coversge. AMEX had hac enough experience in
bosting conferences to be prepared for that, tut
weren't ready for the timebomb that: Kilimer had
dropped, which would surely be discussed ac the
conference. Literally world was watching us.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF EXILED
AMERICAN WAR RESISTERS

In the days before the conference convened,
exile organiracion delegates from Canada and
ope me: Lo work out common positions on the
issues before us. The deleg:(el had hoped thar
the broad support for che boycote in opposition
che NCC-funded counseling metwork, would
Eotit ovia co the open sesalons<oF tba sonEstasias
PRiespreas media snmouncements of the svemt prior

4



a lot of war

effect on exile unity ar
and che fact
any cops:

typ(< 8 Cha plensty sessions. wes
nedia and others closed. Other sessions,
ca'hn'ur e decisions were to be s:!uggkcd out,
were open only to delegates. Their dec{sions, how-
sented ta the entire conference

that we had 5 this way
the poten explosive situation
he real task: be‘otc exiles, as far as
es in Europe and va-
was. to denounce che For
ongly and articulately as
nce broke into a heated
‘cold hearted politicos! ve
counselors, as Tim Nalon
innipeg aid center tried to paint the {ssue,

e erence would fail in its mission. Even some
of the counselors, recently out of retirement at
Killmer's behcst, mmncd that the Ford program
cas b As AMEX had argued for years,

o rrsou'e the problems of sl exiles
F t for amnesty, r-()‘

o at helping the mino:
whoscoutd Find Tagel lo()p‘mlon through cau!‘sel'n;,
In fact, the.teason the AMEX boycott call
o 1o05e Was that we were scutely avare
hat exiles did want to go back to the States
But e aleo knew that if exilos gave the impres
don that chey would cooperate with even a highly
punative amnesty plan, another better amnesty in

the future would be unlikely. 100,000 counsel-
ing network to encourage oxiles to pacticipate in
progran made our boycott resoive more £irm,

7, Zhough ic required some war resisters to

e their ability to ret the States

3
Although che coungeling program versus the boy-
cott did spill over into a plenary session from
which the media had been excluded, the vast sa-
joricy of war resisters believed that exiles had
ke ‘an unequivoca ection of the program
£ the HeaLed struggle, seemingly ove
" some exiles to the remain-
3 Cr‘n“crc'\ce
owever, che conference issued a
sorics of resolutions ‘.h.ch u(renz[hcnzd the orizv
inal AMEX boycort by calling upon all war re:
ters to boycott tho (‘thnr:y Progean, except for
ctively challange the pro-
1ly. Wit 5 g post-cease:
1, Indoching very much on our minds, clie
rence demanded n immediate end to American
_Lc to the dictatorial r('r,'l‘co of Thieu, Lon Nol,
ry forces in Laos." We also de-

The effect of

Other conference lutions expressed sol-
idarity with che liberation Strugeles in the Por-
Eoguessicoronta e dn pect el R dene Y EGRCIERE

énd. its support for “!ne dictatorial rogine

L ChiTe 1\ KAGRIENE ayes of Ehe woLtd Ve
tcehing ‘oo aetIberdelond v & marevén

o, detesained taproteet ‘our “political princi-
pxu fFrom. compromis

In 4ddition to the confrontation wich che NCC
counselin geam, o algo had to deal with
police infileracion. one dv ster from out

town told us chat his FB1 agent father phoned
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him soon miter the conference, told him all about
the conference, and trie

artepd these sessions v
She had also infilcrated
several pther ammesty groups at the same tizme

Eventually, she confessed her role to the VVAW
chapter, whose political dedication and sincert
had: impressed her and made her question her FBI
work. She then held a press conference in which
she admitted she was an FBI agen:

POST-BOYCOTT CONFERENCE PLANS MAPPED OUT IN TORONTO

ing war resisters. We had made a dr.lu.u“ tha.-.u
to Ford, but unless NCUUA actively supported us,
the boycote would cease being an offensive tactic
once the media became tired of the amnesty issue
We had to find new ways to explain to the Amer:
pecple the amnesty issue from our perspective
An NCUUA Steering Committece oeeting was c
med the day after she conference ended. iu b
NCUUA': suppert for the boycott was declared. Dur-
this uee.ing nearly unanimous opposition to che
Eitine {omatiog program was expressed whil,
of the counselors were present. Like the previo:
£all, when Killmer had raised a large s
for Sounsel ing Suring the:Cansdian tmsigrac
amnesty, there was shock and opposition to b
oce members of the church comstitu
ommittee decided that NCUUA mu
Kiliner to provide funds for establish-

require
ing four regional Amnesty Information/Action .
which would counsel inquiring war resis-
encoutage chex

ds and

Centers
ters about the Clemency Program,
ec themselves,

in mid-Novenber to coordinate program £
remainder of the Ford Clemency Program period,
scheduled £o end on January 31, 1575.

... During October, mumercas meetings were he
Torcnto between AMEX, VVAW/WSO, and sose of the

out program for KO Grossman and Mix we
fomn, btk £cod Britieh Columbia, and parcic
patod in thesc meetings. Once all the a
started in August, many of the local ex
had worked with AMEX from time to time became mo
active. In fact, there was so much interest among
Torouto exiles that we established a new organ-
ization,, the Toronto Aserican Exiles Associatio
uhich had & democratically elected Steering Coa-
mittee as opposed to the closed AMEX editorial
board, for which one had to "prove” onese! £
past polirical experience and commitment
Established che TAEA 50 that the new group would
be able to harness the energy of the Sany war Te-
BUaEkcs ko had 10at Tocently becams Tncerested

Otay. Otay. tave it ety ome at's e’ Live lorms 21 therese! One ata 1ime

L 1974

o
ere mkvnb ‘ld\.e in the
CALC d red 50,000




AEX FIGHTS THE CLEMENCY PROGRAM IN THE STATES
AND FROM TORONTO

After

ving lived in Bricish Colusbia for

ve Grossman and Evangeline Mix
.ﬁdﬂ to Toronto after they learned
Ford was considering the details of
e e
to to hel ¥ fight for a crul

nearly a year

'ng in the post-conterence sLratesy
lunceering to make the firsc
tour in support of the boy-

atnesty movement
e Clesen

e speaking o
would risk the pm_—:.e ty escy
*ial, which ve planned in che event
But this was the first of what we hoped
be & series of similar speaking tours to

an's and Mix's tour began ar the NCUUA
uisville, and ended fourceen days
hlv.r;[. taken chem to thirteen citles

and Nix spok
YVAW to help build
oug zour didn't £
a Tefe. the message waf cercainly
brought the Ford Administration on sgain
that the arre;t‘l moverent was capable of making
£ onse

returned safel

o
= dratt res i
2 with RMEX o

S8 e vate

ove done
peakicg vorked closely with Colboun
1ng for her cour, developing. ct

e complex fssue;

tour was a success in
amnesty interest in

 years in [)\
arge. reduced from
ars and & Dishomorable discharge, for refus-
ders to Vietnam after
If he were arrested, the amnesty movement
would rally behind his case uith antiuar defense.
urceen-day grace period he were
Grosmuan “‘smuwisces.” sddresses Louisville mmesty conference. 1..es.ed (‘u: amnesty movement, he would Ccn.,inuu
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to criss-cross the U.S., bringing the case £
universal and uncondicional ammesty fo the Aseric

or
ing as long as S’CLU
Either way, we balieved L e
gize the amnesty

0

irreplaceable A fors and dear friends.
were extremely cwp'ex decisdons, but the mome:
which had developed since the dog days of Augus
e R Eanti puc e sol ameany 1das 00
helped to propel us forward, In a sense,
cision to call a boycott and to follow
{llegal speaking tours by AMEX editors wer
\bles againsc heavy odds. When ve calls
the amnest s o'ﬂ) loosely organt
best, and

to build policisal supp

- But the problom rematned,

NCUUA do_the job on its own? Equally perplexing.

(£ ANEX had its leadership arrésted, oz out speak-
ing for long periods in the Staces &s Condo

| custiyata; or remintng in cha scaces

did, could e to keep pressur
ta iplesent progra
[0 Bve oulda’e provide answers to
absolute certainty. We had
e

Kogee Satth

quickly to amne
fut none of the decisions “made during
wag made without considerable anlysis
times heated debate. Some of these deci

tradictory problems we
what fnbwn a0 the ‘deserters loaphole

in late Scptember 197
hole was discovered

after the completion of al er-mv_L.: sc’\ 1'e.
congidered to be more stigmatizing than
desirable discharge the deserter would r.
the alternative service veren't compler ad.
sequently,
deserter to fu
such loophole existed for draft resisters o
“with bad discharges
n the context of the discussion
Colhoun and others argued for the util
the deserter loophole as a means by wh
desercers could return fo the States,
do alternative service, then §
of amnesty activists in the States
due to cho punacive nature of che
Program, the numbe: PATE i
would bé dow, ‘aspecially in 1ight of the boycott
The basic ‘problem was not winning the boycott
statistically, but rather building the Recessa
political suppou for another amnesty move Nq
belicved that at the rime, NCUUA lacked e
amiéety actiyléts. o do the public. v:duc:v
necessary: to cquvince a much broader
Sector of the Américan public that uncord

rs tefused to g0 even half
Program, The enly except XV‘I‘i

b
on the deserter’s locphcuc. but tl
on for this lies probably in the fact that
»e proponents nor critics of urilizing the de-
optiole were able to fully analy

g

an
o
FRE

ional
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x¢ Clemency Program, Of the original
Badeehie decision co boyesee, Golhoun,

Sk of the amnesty movement three yesrs later,
i1l have made the same decisions? It
possible to answer that question
today, even knowing the ouccome of
5 all 1974 But once those
made, everyc'\e at AMEX pulled o=
then work

adé 4

gether to make

AMEX AND TORONTO AMERICAN EXILES ASSOCIATION
ACTIVITIES DURING THE BOYCOTT PERIOD

Because so many technical skills were necessary
sh a magazine, and because ve believed it
to maincain palitical consistency with
ct to our ammesty work, it was not posaible
uild a larze popular organization around AMEX
ord's Clemency Program repoliticized man
Toronto, AMEX sncouraged the development
ito Américan Exiles Association. Although
ccane a popular policical organizacion
polizical tendenci arge
The Exiles Association
rganization which required
Sechers to pay monthly dues o that it could afford
nder cak ke polirical action.
ied office personnel to carry out TAEA
counseling. AMEX and TAEA

e o g by cott

with other Toronto antiwar groups, both or-
ncert to raise

§ picnics ac

October 1574 mxiles’ deamnstration at Toronto U.S. Coreulate.

which ve combined policicking and socializing. |
AMEX AND TAEA  participated in a series of meetings
i ters from western New York
in 1974 and 75
E 2 macsty resting cards §
designed by Ana(/m../. menber Chaclle Stina

A lot of AMEX a effort went fnto 3 den-
cnstration which brought out about seven
procest the continuing Indochlnatwgr and

Gonsulate in Toronto in early Uctober 1974, and |
into a weekly vigil in front of the Consulate from |
October 1974 until Vietnam's Libe April |
30, 1975, The vigil sysbolized the difficulties
f politfcal work in exil had chosen Sat-
Gtdiys to mereh in a loose circle in front of the W
Consulate, we could have brought more people out
But the Consulate is closed on Saturday's so U.S.
authorities would be unaware of the protesc. And
the area of town In which the buildi is located
is deserted on weekends, so few Canadians would
know about the grotest etchar. So ve maxched at
noontie on s to catch people's attention
iy Dl ek, e e re-
ceptive people among those who worked for the lavyd
do'mmun laxed in the

ur
Zcor_t :hc rard

R e Al e e g i
back to Russia or the States; others stopped to
£A3K to us, wanting to know itio Thies and Lon Nol
yore, Third World Feoplo, goi sulate
for L343, soumed too fatiful about sop botng
Rt e e any intere

us, But once we S0t the Ainalhea he oA

£bat euept up University Avenue, ve came to enioy-
S Gl e bonds among
us as a gro

One reason why it was necessary to keep AMEX
a closed orgenization, even during periods of
heightened interest in exile politics, is that
agents attespted to

r several months

, a new person came o a TAEA

Seeting the night before our regularly scheduled

vigil and suggested that we occupy the Consulate

by sicting in. We decided againsc the tactic, but

Fe next arrived at the Consulate,

we were greeted bv two of police called

by the Consulate. The police indicated that they
of our members were sitting in at

the Cvnsula(n. and that we'd all be a'zested if

they didn'c leave tely. We disappointed

the police by telling them that we were doing

the same thing that we had done for months--peace:

fully picket in front of the Consulare--and cthat

¥e never went ingide, We were sometimes incer-

tain about the significance of the vigil, es- i

pecially on bi.zozly cold days, but the fact I

that some police agency, Canadian o Americam,

was interested enough to try to set u for

bust suggeued that our presence l»ii pnli:xcally

embarrassing to consular offic:

CLEMENCY PROGRAM DEADLINE IS EXTENDED TWICE
DUE TO LACK OF PARTICIPATION

By the end of the Cleméncy Program deadline,
there had been such a low parmxpa:xnn rate. that
the program was extended at the end of January for:
ariother month. As of Janurary 31, 1975, only about
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A
e
Sl
“um,

» ¥y

Coarsd, Lon Angeies Timen
“What 1} We Gave an Amnesty and Nobody Came?

8,500 of the 137,000 el
the participation rate began
period of intense publici ‘]
antivar members of Board,
Notre Dume University Pres Theodore Hesburg,
traveling around the U.S su)gln, the p'aises of
the program, Ford !rnn'cd a second, fin
mont! exu:'u: on. Goode! 3
ters weren't signing up. bpcasas: chey aligic ¥
about the program. But we knew better: People re-
fused to participate in it because of loyalt

due process, alrernarive ser~

desercers
worthless
at

e £
ve service,
and vets with bad papers would get a
Clemency discharge. E

weren' Loer 8 who needed to "earn™
entry. "
The first time the Clemency Progran was e

« prepaced to c

ac the end of Janu
3y prepared to

victory, but ¥ ren
St Uotoac. Tom moata)stowed 5o
1n a press conference ve called in Toronto to sk
that our boyeott had been & great victs

tex: Guzey Conden
huf-mnmn | speaking tour was e
orney General in

 Condon

er Att the Jotmaon
Adnm-.xszmuon
0 oo proved to be 8 mjor turning po

in NCUUA'S hiscory, He visired every region
'S. In NCUUA's first ctruly macionally-coordinated
activity. Sot only did Condon's arrival in t

and eleies accoss Americs provice local
an event o build for, wnd &
Medla contacts, but it also energised e
movement . end of his national odysse
smneaty movemeat hed demonstrated To 1ERelf hat

interest ar all

it was capable of mod:
butlding Lo £y

cal

1
in axile Teadar even beccer by
Steering Commictee meetings ndm

us thot they were opposed o make
ing ation a prossmesty event. They \:an
ted to praxrsl (!\ punicive 1= £

Program, but not to tie that
for real ﬂ?(‘s y. Tl
bv:zu;c

e of ep::e:slun .

convince some of thea that ST Lt
distharge papers for war ceditance vere party of

T.S. Tem of repression, BaXAng 4t dLEEfULE
‘p‘e 8 get jobs and therefore it

peopterao: to get palirically active

could not copvince them of the importance of get-

'hc. r zes‘s er cor\dL\llem.v lmo‘\'ed in:
the amm osswan, Koij

hm*e S’l\.‘uﬂ; cf (he I\'Cl"JA Srez‘ing Cam![[ee were
#ble to bring greater organization to the demonstra—
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tion of four hundred people, and injecc scme good
acsesey policies inco cer the speeches,
about 150 people marched across Pomnaylvania Avun\xe
to tour the White House, then to sit o

GRS p o bk Bord - LAber & ixtastie. wice ave
rested for refusing to leave the grounds.

ASEX LEADS THE FIGHT AGAINST NCUUA ENDORSING
COMPROMISE. ANNESTY LEGISLATION

During spring 1975, the amnesty movement was
ts most serious internal de-

7iould SCUUA endorse congressional amnesty

{slacion chat was less than universal and un-

ditional, A memorandun mailed out from the

4 Yat tonal OZFice in February acgued that the
fon msc endorse conpronige legtalation fn-

juced by Belis Abzag in the House and PRILLLD

Harc in che Senate. The meza written b)

ho was working at NCUUA, noted that the coaiition

lunged Lma one cof i
ates:
Leg:

&
NCU

8

cion because existing bi
anough politic:

of passage. Now 3
passage were much becter, and improvements had
been made in the compromise legislation: also,
ngs on the bills would generate media cover-

+ the contentious
g

uescion of congres-
a:ad at NCUUA'

age;
ual
o Lobb 5 Louisville

conference 74, and would continy
£0 do 5o unzil lat L7 Jubans shnasis sore Vibazal
suppor CULA, develo 6d_around Kastenseier's

K Re
e aknosty bill, which ultimacely failed fo
Be reporced out of che House Judiciary Comnictee
At the Loufsville conference, very heated debates
ed from a workshop on <ongressional lobbying
£ Alagh Bavey Lymnhad nvited severall coneren:
slonal aides synpathetic to ammesty. VVA
o  Stzongly opposed to any o
Tos felc such an approgeh
Eo put cheir faich in 3 took of bourgeois ©
supporting not the people’s interests, but those
of the rfch who controlled the Amerfcin sconony.
VVAW believod the ammesty movement must “wely o
! the massds of meople o win universal and ungon-
ditfonal amesty, " not Congress. VAN had a strong
presence in Loutaville, which caused grest concern
an0ng \am s nonlefe) Sems chréatenad o laav
RCUUA if prevent o otos|cnareapdnna Sl lobbyhg
e ol ha s AT wouid b Eomsed
out of NCUUA Lf the Steering Comicree seat for
families of tasiste:l which had been held by the
eft, were not given to AFA. And, in the showdowm,
AFA got che se:
In a lercer the »
Bent meo, Knight expressed his concarn chac scae
iiberal and religious organizations in NCUUA were
goits to lobby around the biils regardless of how
AMEX and VAW felt about it. He also feared thac
wuld seriously alienate erurnlvas from the
Test of't movement: were o
Sckively oppose chelr bork, we soild only chereby
lose their cooperation and all influence with t!

NCUUA aemenc of thia Abxug v
3 he beliaved that /by caking a 1eaders
ship role. in support for these iiie. Hooua ean
see to it that the hm).tutions o‘ the bills are
clearly highlighto: " Thode who supported this
Tobbying believed chat if NCUUA didn't endorse the
bﬂ!s. they probably wouldn't pass in any form st

They. also felt thac there was o h
Vinhing A presidential amnesty. Consoquently: they

was leadi; oo le »
EA U

the as the
only way to achieve a further amnesty move in the
next several yenrs. ¢
AMEX and TAEA were at first undecided about how
to relpcnd to the KCUUA . We shared Knight's
concern about the nonleft NCUUA Steering Committee
members deeply committed to congressional lobbyini.
and we s:ilf suspected that some of their conmstit-'
uencies would actually support a limited amnescy.

e were deeply troubled by the political turmoil
which our opposl!lon to the endorsement memo would
generate. t know if it would serve to bring|

about RCUUA's deml:e But we also kncv that VVAW's
position was strongly held. We weren't opposed to.
congressionally-oriented amnesty work in pu.nc&ple.
as was , but we wanted to be certain that
the process of making & tactical decis an lar, ely
dicrated by the strengch of the nonleft

would no!
of universn! o3 2
we had fought so hard at the co.uum s foundins
After many AMEX and TAEA meetings, reading of
political theory, dlacnsdons vith Knight, and a
March meeting atte by VVAW representat:
Knlgh?. and those Ln u:run;a, AMEX gi 1ly reached
5 e
of the bills would be in error, and hle it !.nvolved
compromising NCUUA's founding Statement of Pi
zince neither bill glve uncond&cinml n»
nesty to all vets with bad z ind TAEA
also decided that the endorsement question was so
important that AMEX malled out to the amnesty move-
ment, in advance of magazine publication, its edi-
toriel stand. "For the National Council for Universd
e which |

o
o

ucondicional is to cake
a glane step backward at a erl:tcnl time
seruggle. Universal and uncondic amacocy u
b oundation upon which NCUUA is b\lill
remain so, or NCUUA will cease being the
Council for Universal and Unconditional Amnesty,
and become the ational Council for Unconditional
est ¢ Categories ol Resisters
editorial concluded that if th woves:
d1d decide to endorse compronise Legislation;
rate, conscion
1651 decision made in haste in order. to fump
the congressional bandwagon.” The oditorial also
stated it was likely that if such a decision were
made. AYEX yould leave the coalicion.

taking che endorsement question to the grass-
Foutd o6 she nssty e Site s S
Batling of the April 1975 AMEX editorial, ve decides
to take the chance of forcing some nonleft
members out of the coalition.

& fow weeks later, 2 letter wricten joincly by
VYAl and AVER, signed by NGUUA office
and Steering Comictec menbers, including Knlaht
Joe Urgo, Sandy Rutherford, and Condon, was also
circulated within the amnesty movement. The endors

ment question was, indeed, a controversial S0 Bu
the final declsinn ae :m: because

it
a tac

)
3

sented che amesty sovement, it couldn’c give the
{apiesnion oF viilisgrass o compron
We were able to win the

Serughle within NCUUA
by raking cthe debate to the amnesty movement's rank-
ané-file, Afcer the May 1975 NCUA Steoring Comsic-
tee mesting, the first since November 1974, NCUUA
sent out a memo explaining the decision not o en-
dozds conprostss legislation, but reaffiming BCUUA
to congressional wos

also written by Knight, Eohelsic oy docina e

be undezacood thac these decisions apply co
NCUUA,.,. We hope all our affiliates can join in
working ogether for this purposes Bor.Eheve s mo

48




Although the immediste question was resolved
besicatty to ouFcaar{atacCion,  YUAW sas noc shiies
fied, At the end of July 1975, VVAW announced it
decision to leave NCUUA. VVAW belfeved it mo 1anger

possible to work in NCUUA because "even wh
Keoering Comitres passes one reaolution, the NeouA
national office distorts these decisions and pro
duces another which is put out in coalition liter-
ature an ... We fool it is more important
to unite with the masses of people than to sit in
some office strug; ung over Kaaicionx. only o see
themn istorced sod fall by the wayside
espite the fact that there was a great deal of
SEehiro) cha VA resipnationblatcer, during the
gndorseent debace come to beiieve that VVAW
iiready made the deeision to Leave NCUUA, and
Al the endorsement struggle to jus-
tify its decision. By this time, the VVAW Nacional
Gffice: and many of its Key aceivisce had become
| supporters or members of the Revolutionary Union
() conequently, RU policics cane to have a
hr;e influenc 8 vao opposed to mesber-
ship in coalitions tncludh\; bourgeois elements
Rk ala3es oot to keep VUAW in NCUUA because. the
loft caucus badly needed VVAW's support, especially
now thar the nonleft in NCUUA was flexing its mus-
cles. Nonatheless, as RU case closer to ice sumex
1975 nuefonal confexence at which it formed ¢
Bevolucionsry Communist Parcy, i emed to us that
s decisions were beins Atggly influenced by
KU conelderations. AMEX vos very disappointed that
VAW e to leave NCUUA, because we had worked
8o closely together in the past, and because WAW's
resignation greatly woakened both the left caucus
the amnesty movement. added & working
class base, including some black vets, andb:o‘r‘king
vi-

clage Leadsrehip to the amescy movenént
cally n

From the l:gginnin{ of our amnesty work,
had been avare that {t

iozgaalens;muieecy prosmice
x a par-

Bovensnt. It was our jobco make certaln chat no

wvere made. In , our de-
claion to take the endorseaent issue to the grase-
' Toots was a wise one. did we win the

niy
Shcagste snd keeo NCUUA wichin the bounds Of it
Statement of Purpose, but we further screngthened
our leadership position in NCUUA, This last point
was to become increasingly important because
once VVAW left NGUUA, AMEX and its allies became
the left caucus.

AMEX CELEBRATES THE LIBERATION OF VIETNAM:
APRIL 30, 1975

Viecnam LiBeration Day vas’a Joyous day for AMEX
and most members of the TAEA. Having worked closely
SEeH he AveoeTation oe Vieropevs Feniives in Can-

ada, we had come to closely identify the scruzzle
of the Vletnanese iberation fighters with our own
war resistance. We from

d slouly moved avay
i o ok e N | grown up in ¢
Throughout early 1973 teine clesr
2/0F thia Wir e, feaviiig vt e watictind
the newspapers u for the latest informa-
tion from the battlefront, and were quick to
each other when a new story broke
On Liberarion Day, however, we discovered how
far we
went, other exiles, and much of the population of
North America. AMEX and the TAEA scheduled an “Inco-
china Victory Celebration
ril 30, we postered Toro:
CLTER i luIes Ehe e abia fook AR RG]
buc ‘only about fifty people showed up. Cur pos
didn' bring out the oxile commnity, as they Fad
for the Victory B: the previous ¥, but they
did bridg on the S e e ) grous,
the Western Guard, many of whose members had roats
in 1930¢ Eastern European fascist groups, spray-
patated che sidewalk and valls of the building in
vhich che celebration was o take place, with racisc
and_anticommun T 5 wern
PDGaEh €0 Wbite Cacs Eretiocat and Mextie gebage
and cosmie puke,” Although we had leaflerced
Toronto xally of snciuar supporters markin
of the war, hardly any of J:ou\ paopu came to our
Indochina Victory celebration, 5
to 1arn why it had been & failure:
were hlp'{y tThat the Vietnamese liberation fighters
had finally won, many others who opposed the war
had not wanted the Vietnamese communists to win,
vut had hoped that the Third Force would somehow
come to power. This lesson was driven home again
when we learned about the struggles over che use
of the word "victory' at the End of the War Rally

I Hew, York's Cuchesl Park, whare Ranscw snd Coodow

spoke before fifcy thousand people on the end of
var end amnosty. Through this. ve learned cha

some of th ntiwar movement, too, was far

Erom Joyous over the wictory of the 1iberation
fighters. Nonecheless, we at AMEX had waited many
yeaxs for Liberacion Day. It vas a day co celebrace
the defeat of the mighty U.S. war machine in
Vietnan, and the victory of the \'ie:ramen people.
It was a day which will stand out in

ories for the rest of our lives

AMEX"S INTERNAL POLITICAL DIFFERENCES HEIGHTENED

AMEX was a coali-
tion of various political tendencies, ranging from
a general Maois sc-Leninisc position, the

Commnist Party of Canada rxist Libertarian

:  Resis
fndochxm Var and the politics of univecsal, uncon-
ditional amnesty, both defined from an anti-imper-
ialist perspective. The fact that as an organize-
tion we didn't share a comprebensive political ideol-
oy meant ehat policiexl discussion was often the
order of the day at vork p en wo all gathered
Cogether. AMEX's moe politicaily developed aeabocs
T6sely followed the political debates of che day
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Tn Canada and the U.t., and cthis lad an effect on
the intemsity of our political debates
Bapinnins dn early 1075, the policical renston
within AMEX helghtened, as the Canbodian liberation
Fighters moved closer to victary: In fall we.
had been approached several times by the Yaoiat
Communist Party of Canada (M-1) to endorse their
arious poiitital events and general program. Their
approaches increased as they began to form what
uas supposed co be a Cambodia support comnltcoe.
sent observers to several of these meetings
wanted to support all the Indochinese
m forces, but it soon became evident that
Tesl purpose of the commiztee was to develop
vant {aupezpover” commictee to attack the Soviet
not Soin the CPC (M-L) committee,

an
Union. AMEX did
concluding that support for the Vietnamese, Cam-
Bodisn and Laoela

:‘\e “People's Republic of China: We beiieved il

imporzant, ac this crucial time in the Smmascy cans
paign, tomaintain our basic political untey as an
organization, rather chan all o be torn
Srere internally by the Cype of edctaria potivinsl
struggles rampanc on the American and Canadian left.
O course, it was sasier to make this or aniza-
©
islation

tional decision than to enforce it, A lot of
discussions around the NCUUA compromise 1
endoxsetient. question turned on the role a
of the Maoist Revolutionary Unfon in VVAW. Further~
mos. che CF vereus Hagist debate broke into the
in summer 1975, when a new member of the AMEX
5 newly-acquired and rapidly-

developing Maoist politics, tried to "purge t
revisioniscs” on the ‘board. Others, on the honrd or
close to AMEX, who were in or closc to che Camadian
CP, fought back. The result was that both the

Maoist and CPers ef( RMEX, leaving us with few
experienced cadre:

57 the end of summer 1975, the Toronto exile
movement had hit a low spot. Joe and Jesnette Jone:
moved to Vancouver in carly sumer, while Eric Stine,
Who had worked with AEMX when Hvlng in Torento,
noved to Niagara-on-che-Lake, Onterio, to take an
acting job in children's theatre. Not only bad MK
and thie TAEA experienced an intense peri
Eigheing the Ford Clamency Progrem, intenss pcu:s-
ca les within BCUUA and wic and TAEA,
but now, for political and pcrsor.ll Teasons, five
people fiad to leave the Toronto exile movement.
Summer has itionally been a difficult time to

o poiitical work in exile, but by the ead of sun-
mer 1975, Colhoun, Grossman and Mix, who remained
as che core of AiEX, could feel in our weary bones
that a political era was drawing £o an end.

Fide Se aores was LRAC e werenTt COTCain vhere £
go from there.

Another internal political struggle which came
to.a head in spring 1975, concerned Koight as the
exile representorive on the NCUA Steering Comn

zhe ha

heen re-oleccad to the Stoering Con=
Siftee vainly because APMX had mo one else with the
needed political experfence who could legally travel
o the States for NCUUA events. Neither Knight mor
MEX were enchusiastic about the

ring 1975, Grossman replaced’ Knight as the exile
upxesenrauve to NCUUA because it wasn'c possible
night to keep in elose enough communicazion
exile base in Toronto, Also involved: in
cision was cthat because Kaight ha
on and off in the NCUUA National Offlce
1L 1674, he vas under intense pressure from

DISGUISE
PATTY

FALLOUT FROM THE HUNT FOR PATTY HEARST AND THE SLA
DESCENDS OH AMEX IN 1975

AMEX belicved that r.he Facy Hearat:SiA phenom-

enon was ultra-"left” at best, the wo lice
agonta at worst, and \ikely s e
two, bu to the politi-

Hearst and the SLA had such serious political im-
plications that only those most deeply involved
Feeded to know about it at the rine. These SLA spin

offe involved the media, Amer!.cans posing as part
of the SLA gAns, and a T Nazi hunter om the
fearusicrails R echag Tvolued Dicavse, ochas
e fhe TAEA. e were the Guiy eeileiuosasteketon
scill active in Toronto, and these parties believed
us the key to the Hearst puzzl

Sometime in early 1975, Patty's sister was ar-
rested crossing the Ontario-New York state border
near Niagara Falls. This convinced some in the med:
cthat AMEX must know where Patty was. Although Col-
houn told a couple of reporters that we didn't, and
that even if we did we wouldn't tell t their
gdicors wanted to scoop the police and find Patty
first. So the media kept nosing a d the Toronto
Sagion for clves Gncil & aSpicing Writer sceevhare
decided that Patty was across the continent on the
West Coast. We breathed casier, because the last
thing we wanted was to get involved in the affair,
not only because it could destroy our political
credibility, but more importantly, because we didn'|

support the SLA or thier celebrity eapeive curned

o0
winter day in 1975, an anzious young
Americun man was reerred to AVEK by a Canadien
Luce  prbupn £or et Lo Sounssling, The first
Grossman upon entering the ARMX

o you know the cobia? The seven-headed!

ornce a




cobra (which was the lyllbol oi the SLA)? Insedﬂltllv.
Grossman told him to say no more, and mok him ous

side, in case the office vere ;:g“‘ fusulv.
claimed to be a member traveling with
T e h e et e cha Yo Angeles.

police maseacre, Grossman consulted with Mix, who
w3s also working at the office, and telephoned Col-
to_come to AMEX for further consultation

a phony Canadian passport to get ouc of =
We spent the afternoon waiking the streets

and sitting Ln cafes listening to his story, com-

garaed: thar Nemlgt be Sa18dby che policu: BY

the end of r.he afterncon, we re divided on whether
B Gas. toliing the trath’ Colhoun end Mix: Chought
there were too many holes in his account of the SLA,
but Grossman kept asking us if he were telling the
truth could we just turn our backs on him and his
friends? The three of us were unable

clusions on either point.
a false

regrnm:acw« and the tu In private, we
AlEHe’ Saptessarative LhAL we vErenit at .11 cer-
tain if the fugicive were a comeon criminal or &

= of the LA, but chat, sepacdicss, ve eouldn'
help him ge: passporce for Bimself and fr
That night the fugitive left with che political
group's representative, and ve never heard anything
Tore about him.

out a month later in April, bowever, we were
yisited by a man in his late fifties vith a Cersan

ew where Patty Hearst

© he was an Austrian citizen who

forred him to ladislas .Fa:lsv s
i The Aftermath 6 verify his story. Again,
e A e

Colhoun and Grosswan discussed Erdstein en route
to.a Library to £ind o copy of The Aftermach.
which was not'yet available. Grossman explalned
that Erdstein refused to believe we knew norhing
aboue Heaest's whereabours. But ve were more con-
cerned that the police had learned about the earlier
Sugicive, and chat z:a-nxg :.d access to th

is

H
et tves necunry €0 Tearn what Erdstein
knew about AMEX. We weren't certain if Erdstein
were working for the FBI, Randolph Hearst, che Soyal
Ganadian Mounted Police, or vas, as he clained, a
wake the catch of hu
Mix, who

former Nazi hunter trying to
life. We explained our discussion to

any of the sume concerns
est mistake in this matter was to meet
2 e e e

r we knew where Hearst was; but T ltdlou, lt
nsghz not have .f
unwar

&2 che lasc extle organization. By the tine he ot
had become too desperate to ist g0 easily
Erastein lfe us efrer & vea
heard further al
exrtain is

it cupp: ncernational news stories about

& Nazi huncer. Yoze thar o year lacer, Coi-

. £oumd & copy oF The Afcermath in which E
vl zentioned. ndced, kill a German
be believed to - Jeogele, buc the auchor main-
cained thas Bstara had Shot comivea

the remainder of 1575, two Bore American

fupleives came Co AVEX with cheix versions of Saccy
scories; they maintained that we mist help then or
another Los Angelex masssore. Bus

o
14 of
because they were short of momey and claimed to have

et T otace s They o0l wezen't easy to get x
nowhere elze to turn. imes, they would pay
lace night visics to Colhoun's fouse, peering into
windows knocking o the door! This uas one
of che Giffcale aspects of doing counsell
With the vord out in Toronto that AMER still
helped Americans with legitimate war resistance
problens, ve got the desperados as weil:

WORKING FOR AMNESTY AT THE AYERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
CONVENTION IN MONTREAL

he Ford Clemency Program sxpired on
1975, the amnesty movement ¢/ £ind
show how successful our boycort had been,

but without much media interest in the subject

Que Eirat major accempr to publicize the failure
e program vas ac the American Bar Association’s
Sncual Conveation in August 1675 in Moncreal. We
had hnped to be able to create media interest in
asnesty, it an the convencion,
Snd by desFiatcing Joweneilers: Sevecal peopla
£rom NCUUA, including Schwarzschild, Ranzon and

‘her lawyer husband Bob, were planning

to
From our past experience with cthe u:z:- SRt Univare

salist Association convention in 73, we

knew that it was possible to create & highly vis-

ible presence at such a conference with even a

smail musber of activiscs.

t first we hadn't been anxious to spend a week
working at the conference of conservative lawyers,
but because we knew chat several limited amnesty
Tesolutions were to be voted on, it seemed a good
place to deliver the message to the ruling class
fhat che amescy quescion hadn'c been resolve
Colhioun, Grossman, Mix and Joe Somsky jotued Rick
Ricketcs, who 1ived in Montreal, and sons other

Tesentatives, it would certainly help shape ruling
clags dectsions concerning amesty,
come up against
some Eat ye worked. To build subs
POt smong the most “liberal’ of the ABA sections,
'be Young Lawyers. After some Privats Tobbying Witk
che Young Lawyers, we were able to block an attempc
By Albert Jemner to restrict their resolution to
an unconditional amnesty for draft resisters only,
with other cases reviewed on an individual basis.
Jenner was the Republican party counsel on the
ot during the early stages
of che uixon impeactment proceedings, until Nixon
ed him fired. Jenmer argued that the purpose
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of the ABA ammesty resolution should de to
Ford s little maneuvering zoom on the issue by
vt For amnescy, but not force

might Bave had a gdod deal of success. Baskir and
Schearzschild cogmed €0 be very ¢

'{:u‘ne some sup)
him our on a limb that would be cocally
S5T¢ to Sepoblicans. Although we quickly
that any hope of gecting-a universal uncondi-
tional amesty resolution before the Rouse of Dele-
gates was wishful hinking, s discovered Lc vas
possible to outmancuver enner ard
raise che Tevel of dlscussion higher than they
wante:

e seleched cerzain small and large geos

we saturated with leaflets repro-
Times arcicle based om 2= inter-

Clemency Board calling for "universal and un-
condirional ammesty” pposed to case-by-case
Cevicu. The leatler sewned £ have fect,
and provided an oppor -
thetic people for a more ¢ £ Giscus-
Even though the House of De.egizes refused
to allow Gold Star father and r Bob Ransom
o speak in susport of the ammesty rese’uzmu
both of which vere defeated, ve di
£ Ford's Clemency Program
Had ‘e BOF gone £, the convention
nief counsel Larry Baskir, who went
ion to sing the praises of the Ford program,

aflure

by our al:zivht  presence versus his and ¢
more “re: emeanor. than b

Smt'onl. we “! wever,
closely with Louise and Bob a
the

miral in charge of the service's legal corps stayes
2n extra day until the House of Delegares vored onj
amnesty. We had been warned earlier that if Bob
Fansom were allowed to speak before the House

of Delegates in favor of amnesty, senior military
legal officers who belou to che ABA would speak

sgainst zmesty. And they were ready to do it.
We say never know Eh eFfect we hed 1n
soving the smesty question forward ac the ABA

convention. Even though we lost' che vote on the

amnesty resolutions, more than a third of the

House voted for them, ¢ to the previous

year when s cesolution at the lével of the Ford

Clemency Program passed by the smallest of margins
o khow; however:

good use the next sumer at
mvention which noninaced Jimy Carter

X MAKING AMNESTY AN ISSUE IN THE 1976
PRESDENTALEECTON CANPAGH

end of summer 1975, the TAEA had ceased to
The REX editorisl collective vas serscush

£ internal political
3. from Toxonro. The boye
Ford Clemency Program had been very
< had not forced Ford o initiate
snother l:mes'y program. It didn’t look Like legis-
on at even lower levels chan the Abzug and b
bills could survive s vote in Congress

juestion and VVAW
L‘on NCUUA* s furw
cus HUA, ocher o
suppouev;. could hardly clais to exist: The resain-
ing AMEX editors understood that an'era in Che ==-
nesty fight had coze to an en + weren't yet
able to comprehend the new

£ ourselves

Hi -‘c‘)cr once we were able to deepen our analy~
sis of the new scage of the amnesty campaign beyond
its surface appearances, we discovered to our sur-
prise chat many new opportunities exisied. Because
SF NCUUA"s weakened condition, potencial financia

i yer

et
Gstisn in which we

fou

2

i¢ bad been che parcicipa-
ind vecerans thac bad given
BCUT: y. Thus AMEX suddenly
found chat our inf xuance in NCUUA was very strong.
X h our mmbers in the Stecring Commitcee wery
saaller tham ever, we had more ability to move prol
grazm through NCUUA.

Ferhaps as a gesture of reconciliation, 2igas
conzacred e Au asking submis

to the s:;m:ur 1575 Stecring Commitces aeekln; P

srogea= proposal for the fail:

a prew=red
ks s

We took her seriou
detailed proposal for a macional
e that never got off

S 573 Because of che ShOrt. not
we were given, we had no longters strategy at thi
point, but were trying to £ill a dangerous vacuun
in NCUUA program. I NCUUA weren't able to
progras during the fafl, it wasn't clear whe
BCUUA could get the “L-uncul backing to stay alh
much beyood the end of 1975

A3 usual, our program pro was met with les
e e O
2

supporters were reluctant to put more money into
to prove chat it had
survived the stormy weather and that some semblance
of polizical harmony had been restored. Irma Zigas,
d assumed major power tional

signod, the toalition's chances for evival ol

50
“ztu nd \mcendi:xm

in the House Jmucury ComaTies cond
y bill. The nond

e Baiche Sroetng Comudties SAMANE FeIecE b
zm sal outright, but that ¢idn't mean they were
Lappy about £t. Wo proposed that the national am-
cescy week be held in November, but the Steering

Comirzee feit that was tao eably and

esty, not compromi

ided to i
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vestigate postponing it to late February 1976.
First, we felt the NCUUA Steering Committee's
balking at a nationally-coordinated amnesty week was
a serious setback. But after sometime to develop our
y, we saw that a Nation-
ould serve as the
h longer serics of amncsty activ-
ities throughout the 1976 presidential election cam-
patea pariod: The purpose of this Tong cern'strategy
was to sty an issue which the candidates
Bad: to address both in the spring democratic prima-
ries and in the fall campaign. We conceived of the
entive election period as one during which the poli-
| ticians would like to avoid a serious debate about
 Bost of the issues facing the American people, buc
one that afforded us the opportunity to force the
politicians to discuss amesty. We dusumed chat o
dmcr'n.lc candidate woul in in the d that
if we were sucessful in xotclng the Democrats to
-apeak moze positively about smesty, the new pres
"dent would fo make an amnesty move early in the
new Administration's term. Of course, such a strat-
egy required a major effort by local amnesty activ-
ists nacionwide, to make amnesty a visible issue.
“But once we placed National Amnesty Week in the con-
EesticE ehivns an auesty aiialokys Ny TaSLinin
that it was largely up to AMEX to formulate a serics
oF progran ideas o follow it up, and up to AMEX to
win Steering Comittec approval for these ideas.
Then {€ vas up to the grassroots of the amnesty
to implement our strategy. As in the pn:r.
The NOUUA' Stoering Committes would be the majo
obstacle.

; AMEX’HELPS STAFF THE INDOCHINA MOBILE EDUCATION
PROJECT TRAVELING VANS, 1975-76

During

te: sumer 1975,
Indochina ¥o ducation Project (IMEP)
possibility of £inding peopls bo help,sCatf
traveling vans. For several years, IMEP had
wo small vans on the road across the U.S.
Large photographs with wriccen commencary,
elideatios and 1lup of the Vietnanese people and
Ebiats strnsgla fox fracion from torelen
Before a van would pull into a selected g
antivas organizers would be contacted to fin

Condot

od by the
about the

peblicicy. about the displaye, call public meetings
set Chotns, ‘speachos and media interviews fof
the THEP stAfE, and propare th!nnalvel to stay wich
_che displays to answer visitors' questions. Since
the Iiberation of Victnam, the basic purpose of the
continuing IMEP tours was to bufld support for the

Mix (wcad) =i Joyeelyn Bcwlmg (seon Frcm 16ED) e
toured ¢ DEP van, talk with University
Y e “part. of the I Vietnan ehibiz.

had been approach-

U.S. recogni
and the fulf

annesty acei
had firer contacted
R GiL e bt e
busy even to op
Siatare: Tor mlone Find Seoyle cvrracer ot
Wnen Condon learned of the NCUUA respons

vans. B
contacted AME; co we were busy and

Gnderstaffed, too, but we found the TMEP proposal
irresistable. For years, we had been trying

formex antivar activists involved in asdes
was looking <o che amesty Tmovement £o

help them integrate amnes work; But
%0 fav, IMEP had not been @ che! s
throughout the fall. We -
nesty material for the vans and to \ealc'\ [Lr ua—*c

fo help staff thom. Conden traveled wi
vans for six weeks, was
week, and vas replaced by
month of the fali T
This vas the exp
She was on her own, ‘\clp‘r‘g ity
amnesty material in At hc:c
Tess male-dominaced and orienced
she put

The amnesty i
very naturé. Women
We vere never forced
the war that would endangor our status
of this, we were never perceived
the resistance community, no mac
e played. The medis ¥

er

would come in

'—mmcn ccml-:'e’y, treat them as non-entit
Th:

an

tety,
uken yoir have
the uncertaincy,

Hie vork,
Sequences of exil
Vizginia Olsen Baron's pans

e of ez, published by C
475 Riverside Drive,

on the road with the IMEP tour
ther develop her skills in publ
ganizing. Out of the e:
serfously or uhat she vas

and the fact ths

Hix s bl
ic

h a5
{litary offenss no
tor ‘h.ms in on the IMEP tour
e Mk it herself for a full,
late January through May 1576 tour wich sn I
van, snd had a great deal of success in genera
support for Viernam and for universui and u
Coniitional amaesty: AMEX wad sleq dble. € acou~
age Bi1l Canjeni, with whom

nesty P-o_\ec:s in upstate New Yor!

o1 to the Gthar van For Savuacy; Thuough May

OTHER AMNESTY MOVEMENT DEVELOPMENTS
DURING FALL 1975

In September er opporcunity to tie amnest
work presented itself when FRIENDSHIPMENT, a coa-
lition of groups working on reconscruction aid and
U.S. recognition of Viernam,
its ranks. Since
NCUUA to link up ¢
ing Cosmittee supported such work in principle,
there was a good deal of footdragging when it came
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to including Viecnam-support macerial in NCUUA pro-

ras. Ue welcomed the anna:ion B Jo'n FRIEND-
HIBUENT . and the Steacing cole o,
bring NCUDA 4 3 R cimpaisn The

L har NCUUA mow belonged <o FRIEDORTFABNT
helped o strengthen our hand in demanding more
ities in NCUUA's work, and more

during
the sgrmz and_suemer 1975, xawuemnnw Kasten-
moier's still linited amnescy bil Lieved
Teady to be voced out of his House Judiciary Sub-
comicres. Some people even believed it stood a
go0d chance of passing the full House Judiciary Com-
Bittes. Again, cthe auesrionof endorswment wis
‘aised in NCUUA by TeM 1515, oevex NG

“pel mn 411 had beon put in'le ginllrlve
forn by Ly ank. This allowed those NCUUA
consciruencies which favored iobbyinz to try to
ort in Comgress by compariny the Kasten-

with the NCUUA bill; NCUUA sent out &
mailing, comparing che bills and rasiiog sinee: people
to write to Kaste: d key members of the

Judiciary Comnitees poincing, tho defects of the

TP $ ime @ zepeac crists ouer endoragment was
igh

:"r

e per!
wekt that powestal Eencaaie
use other means to endorse the Ka:

4 backhanded manner outside NCUUA. Both the ACLU

e Fastenmeier bill didn't produce
@ major crisia within NCUUA, But it never gor out
of the Kasternmeier subcormirtee due to the Oppo-
sicion of Representative Peter Rodino, che chair-
pecson of 1 11 Judiciary Committee. e belieyed
“ha s upper-ievel member of the Democrat-
ic congressional leadership, acted on the advice
of che party's leadership. Alse, it was likely

that with a large minority popuiation in his con-
stituency, Ro n't want vo,be
sition‘of refusing to broaden the bi
fons Eo¥:vats wich bed discharge, pipers
holders bE Less-than-honorabl arg
disproporsionately from mnoxx y co.

Sinee the
e

Democracie party "issues’
This Sh suppossd to ba a ¢
polici 05 Of the com
Eouldibe debated withouc. che pulitical jockey:
dmxmtlng che discussion. NCUUA's job iwas 'n 18he
ty suppors. They set up an NCUUA amn
cabla cutside the plonary mall loaded sAth 1itera-
ture, actended press conferences, and spoke on
annesty. from flbor microphones. During the confer-
gace. amnasty 41d have good visibility ac che ton-
ference. and judging by the applause when
sbaced, sustancial support.
A¥EX"s 1976 stratepy of pa
during the 1976 elec 3
The December 1975 NCUUA Steering Committ:
meot ing %, Approved AMEX's proposal for *l.ur.!on.:l An-

nesty. and the date was se: o last week

in Febi 1976. At presented a

draft of an NCUUA organizer' hav we yanted
blish, to give local amesty organizer's

election of ammesty tactics and materisls to
develops The organicik guide included: saspte
lertersion Lhe ~cditor, sazple Leaflets, and {deas 3
n how to do

- this position when it

dencial candidac
he NCUUA Nationa
© might not
AR

g knew chat if we waiced for
“Oftice to produce such a guide,
§=: done, due to Zigas's procrastina-

©
the same routine of lubni:ti
dra ous NCUUA organizing manus
same cditing Y:ectn, usually by Shank or S\um
Tkenberry, £ootd uulng and st
oVer ‘coutent by Z1gaR; And by et pROtGEIRRAE s
Feasonably sinilar to the drafc we' submitted Mes s
earlier.

At the December Steering Committee meeting,
Grogsian laid out our position on the amesty bill

ongress: AMEX believed that it was most umliki
1y chet Congress would sot on emnsity IegisTation
with the 1976 election season just about to open
officially, and legislators traditionally reluctant
to vote on’controvérsisl issues during an election

ty for an amnesty

3 b démocratic candidate
would be elected in Novenber 1976, nd would geant
that amnesty, but only if the amnesty movement were
able to dovelop sufficent grassroots pressure to
compel the new president to
Grosaman. argued, NC
ever on local organizing and education work. He sai
§CUUA should stay clear of dangeros £lictation wil
ad congressional ammesty bills, which onl;

In confusing our own movement and factionalizing it
islacion is

when a pece o

for endorsement. An NCUUA united around universal
and unconditional amnesty serves notice on the new
Adninistration that it will sectle for nothing less
giving us maximm leverage ou the. issua's furuze
Eexolbrion: 1r was very gracityias Wb, cing
Natfonal Ammesty Week, Semator Philip Hart ina
vertancly underscored Grossman's first point. Hart
told an'amnesty gathering chat "Conxrcu Lacks the
£UT3 o do anything about annes

Late 1975 also marked the closxng of Killmer's
Nee Emergem:y Minfstries program huh after six
years in operation had dispensed $1.5 milldon. i
the end of year, Schwarzchild's ACLI Amnes
Project also closed its doors. About the same Eine,
the Ford Foundation auarded a $225,000 grant for a

study on amnesty to be presented o the now Presi:
denc” i Jamsary 1977: The. stusy was to be. Headed by
Larry Baskir and William Straus, both of the Ford

2 gh at No
Eivi1 Righcs: WHat secreaiisn: MeGsorge Bndy; e
Johnson nam
now the head of the Ford Foundation, which a eﬁ
Sembexs of the Fard Clemency Soard to study £he fa
ure of the Ford program in order to make recommen- |
dations on amnesty to a new president! NCUUA cor- |
rectly refused co cooparace wich the amnasty study |
In December, all the amnesty groups in wescern
New York state held their second annual repiona
amesty conference in Niagara Falls, ‘Ontario which
tended as well as Lrma Zigas representing
the. NGUUA National. OFtice, and Steering 3

dragging on Nationa
e point of ablutdlr.y A: Hrst. people se-nd
o support the postponement, but sefreated fron

sedfont e of o
alroady boen pnl:po Novesbar: Onee iF aa
Narional Amnescy Wesk vas going to

in addition to prcnuring A

EaLS Biene fonionuey” penoie acithaneec ng Eot

54




55



813 fight your bactles: the sume ones that voted BADGERING THE DEMOCRATIC CMIDIDATES MRIW
e i D s it THE SPRING: PRINARIES

Apr(ng i

Anochez azea of friction that developed during
che grepa:z:tonﬁ for tional Amnest
ce's failure to include

Gandon was able to come to Toronto a/fawdayd

in sdvance of the February 1976 NCUUA Steert

Y- Canaas magesine; Specifically Cheniztee meeting, £o consult with Colhoun an

tional Amnesty Week, in a major Crossnan about the next stage of the 1976 amnmesty

sailing. Tnis special AMEX argued for in explicit ca=paign strategy: Pressing the democratic candi-
var : A choroughly & Aot articiaon duu to declare cheir mesty positions and ia-

% eman had alraady con-
Petved the outlings of & yrmxed drafe for

A organizing guide for primary election fertod,
amnesty the
e s i ies ywd visi=
:‘11:y at political rallfes. Because it took so
Lo e KCUUA moving on the publication of

rursal economic and po!
erialisn ac the foundation of US

Dther organizations belonging to NCUUA
cheir iterature included in the maili
Bow that AMEX was mot inciuded. As usua:
Tempred o stay clear of political argon in che
than at other

out. thovgh,

o and the Hatsopal Office didn

xs exnez*ence and countless others was that it =aterials mailed soon emmgh to. 5iv¢ :hc grassrootg
e “hich offended some of the NCUUA  Srgamisers sufficen: Cime advantage.

hee cacef ok ol Dueto-the fact thar NCUUA vasn' 7t abis vy per its
P e sl orgaiaios Literacuze out in tine for people in
=t 1 some states with early primaries, the tactic wasn'
ansified struggle betwsen AMEX a5 successful as we had hoped. Bt the amnest

y
EABORL ey Heck o Zovement did have enough presence in a sufficent

nt beginning f © of states to keep amnesty in the nows duriny

1
£ Ak Y  the primaries
Ton. c:;:a?:nfg:;g:ﬁé"“ 3 AMEX decided to complement NCUUA's work in the

ich mgg'e} success than any of us had i-n:h:[pl:ed
che week was an exce the smme:

than: chrae Hundeed emnesty ao Saries because we saw it as £oo good an Oppor-
:hvr,ugh ut the U.S. Dozens of mayors and tunity to pass up. During April and May. tele-
eclored amnast: “.k‘ including San F!u-::s:a the fnlﬂr)’ hndw.ur:erl in key states, of
B e el i orzis Udall, Jerry Br Frank Church, and Jimmy
claimed Naclonal Ar-xe:l:r »eek including New Jersey. C“'u' lmﬂl ing about tl'e candidates' amnescy
ashi and The real highlight of ncouraging them to brosden those po-
the week, mmv.r, wag the work of Teronto exiie ﬁ“‘v'w -“ﬂ Nklu ouT mmd“d amnesty arguments |
Joe Soms! :ho ‘aveled to his home state of Wi By late vi s major assumption that
Jersey, and local S ieiar Bos aeb\ains mother of an 350 0F *voold win the nonination, so we concentra
ind.h:ud dr.f; resister. They g Sate to §ed on teying to get the other more Liberal can
o for it i S knci dates to criticize Carter's iinited ammesty po-

sign-a
puhl‘cized i, More imporcantly, however. chey organ-
ized a mass por luck dinner for amnesty attended ded by
more than one hundred people, which included Ramso=

and black former POW James Daley as speakers. Ax:
uoxk by che childeen of extled uar resiscers was dis- T3, °20 Fion's sest notorieus recipieqt of o presided
slaved, which effec:inly drove home the point that 1a; d_Nixon, war resiscers were
iles were mo hiidren chemselves, and had

Carter had carefully cultivared his amnes o1 po
o0 to appeal to both the ht and the 1] enu
xd “pardon” to imp!

‘1h==a;: S 2 {onal pardo:d
major rol for "those in exile " Although Carter had releas
oy d,::.:‘:“,\ﬁiﬁ:’:;ﬁe FHS 2 press stacement on samesty which indicated that
uslly arrested SR tab i o Doreimin paas ?is Pudon{n:pued only o drace Tesist

tcle notic cazly

Tow Lute fisecrat sak an bow to create a dramacic

aznesty event. Hodge was discharged without serious on. infora S nerask Tadlo news broad

: 3 & <ast in which Car zeported as having specif

B eI RS W rCessin a6 by STeon cally excluded Gsieiters fiom the pasdtn. He got o
o hore to Carter's national headquarters in

2 "““‘ﬂ» Manony sy
M‘““Kmnesty Wook "=

Proclamation
Lamches Amnesty
‘Amnesty Week’ tationy, k q“p

A tv Call , such as b ng large £ s
4"1%,?} e i Y

60 clurgy ask ixed success in pressing the orher can:
100 o Refy didates to ba critical of Carcer's amesty positi
¥ 9ot
t WEEL  Viel .n-i Udall had a better ammesty position than zluz of
}’ aneST o1 Amnesty Caxter. but he dida’c thiok discusaing smmesty
y would get him any votes. Consequently, he preferred
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z
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This tendency
his pardon a

Seved char Cavcer needed all

amnescy promises, e
public pressure to broaden his position
seen Cene v,na—m.y take the z.—.nav oV
in 1

et elected and give you what you want
2

LOBBYING WITHIN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY VERSUS
PUBLIC EDUCATION AND ORGANIZING

Rather than concentrate on public education
and local organizing work during che spring pri-
mary election period, some of NCy £t
prefered cencrate NCUUA's i
@ systematic program of lobbying within the
Democratic party. Zigas brought Sarah Covener to
a spring Steering Committea meeting to urge
to adopt such a lobbying strategy. Coverner pro-
posed that BCUUA lobby the delegates to the July
Desocratic Nationsl Convention oo @ sctate-by-state,
delegate-by-delegare basis. We chought there vas
ited pragaacic value to such a process
that ic was far beyond NCUUA's resourc
&0 smbicions @ plan, especially since
ensure that there woul
i could do public edue

Busphirey wag pofsed to enter some
primaries to deny Carter the nominati

s an_exténstve phone interview Uit
atat, Carter's issues and policies'

the derails of the candidare's amnest
It took seve tempts over a period of b




believed was the real key rto amnesty action. It
¥as also proposad chat lacal NOUDA asrienty posle
end the regional platform drafting sessions of
the Lmnmc?ﬂ‘.ir party to testify on amnesty.
propo hat these lobbying efforts go forward on
 Uifted seate, but chat REUUA's najor enphasis
should be on using the election period's public
events to compare the candidates' ammesty positions
universal and unconditional amnesty, which
Steering Committee adopred.
NCUUA’s work within the Democratic party had some
ffece, bur ft difficule ro evaluate how mueh. In
mid: Juve; the Dedocrats pachered in Hashington. to
write the final draft of the 1976 party platform. Sam
Lusr activist, roduced a motion

discussion with Browm, mldn an amendment which
e deserters to be considered on a case-by-
ich Brown accepted. But Eizenstat in-
his interview with Grossmen that Carter

obligated to the placform's amnesty plank

anyway. Although
a broador amnesty, it was an indication that there

was :\msu(ﬂ'dbl(‘ support within the party for an in-

clusive sty. The only hitch was chat it was the
Libacal wing GF the Berty within which the ety
had developed support. As became evide:

5 the fall campaign, snd lacer during the early
the Carter Adninistracion, the liverals b

tle influence with Car

THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE'S
"APPEAL FOR RECONCILIATION”

At the June 1976, NCUUA Steering Committee maating,
the American Friends Service Committee representative
John MeAULLEE introduced the AFSC's "Appeal for Recon-
gilistion” caspayn proposal for NOUUA's endoraemen

3 “nk nll the so-called
A peci atenent com-
EEion aid, ‘U 5. cacognitioniaf voacs
nam, and universal gnd undonditonel saneacy. They

had male the petition statemen politically vague, in
tho hope of reaching that segment of the American
pqpu)mmn which Bad yet to support the three causes,

uliff's view, people who had pot yet made up

Ehel minds kbt tho Viecnan s Although AMEX

wanted to help bring about reconciliation between the

American people and the people of Vietnam, we didn’'
believe that for war resisters should be ar-
gued as reconciliation, at the axpense of explal
why our resistance to the war was necessary e
Throughout NCUUA's history, AMEX had fought to win
JA" port for a nonréconciliationist approach
When we learned of the Appeal
Commirtee,

a few weeks
we feared that the no
£ the Steering Committee would join
forees with LhL Appeal. We were in for a pleasant sur-
prise, again took che bffensive. AMEX
Prepatod a. lotter, teanniveed o New York and nome
Steering Committee members by Condon in advance of
the meeting, in which we put forward our opposition
o any such campaign unless it direetly, and nega-
tively characterized the war from which these issues
arose

When McAuliff explained the Appeal to the Steering
fomittee. the Comitree reacted in toral unity:
Le = were united in opposition to. th
,\pp!ul campaign as it was :un’em.?y developed. NCuA
kad been working on amnesty for three years and most

e platform didn't commit Carter to po

Lest we forget... An appeal for
reconciliation :

 Recogaltion = Reconriruction
+Amaenty s Rehobilitation

S AFS{‘.. which t\ad jor progr:
matic commitment to ty k eady to
move inco the asnesty Fieid withia big-bud ot na
mally- prnjncted program for fall 1976, with
ftad olitite. After yeara of struggling

o i
principles Gatablished by NCUUA, ROk o
e R e R S pol—
irics of amnesty: The Vietnam War must be megaciv
characterized, ac least as 'unjust,” in the Appesl
Literature, or NCUUA would refuse fo support the
campaign, and would ask the AFSC to keep the cam-
paign away from ammesty. Since this was the last
planned major AFSC Vietnam-related project, a lot
was at stake in the Appeal for Reconciliarion.
MK bad already boon fieard from on the Losue, and
cthere £s no question that the nonleft wanted £

avoid another major I.d..nlnz(cal Battle within NCO
Just before che amesty sovensnt vas sbout £ beeil
the final planning stages for our work at the Demo
cracic National Convention. ALthouph Lt sonk sver
meetings with the AFSC concerning the Appeal,
compromise was evencually achieved which resalted
in the foclusion of 3 strong negative characterisa
tion of the war, and a story emphasis on veterans
issues

NCUUA INVADES THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENT ION

In £all 1975, AMEX was contacted by SxaEincals
ter Fritz Efaw who had worked with AME and o
since che early 1970's from his Siie i
ondon, England. Efaw, in consulration With an Au-
erican journalist, Had decided to investigate tho
possibility of taking advantage of a new Democrat
Lowed Democrats living ovns%
represented by a delegation at the Democrat
1 Convention. Efaw wanted to run for one of
¢ "Democrats Abroad!*
1976 conventicn, but he w
making furcher plans. At fir
about his chances of ('Im:“hm but decided to pive
him whatever help we could. He had also heen in
commnication with NCUUA but AMEX's approval was
necessary sinca NCUA dida® t want to precipatate a
attle over the issue.

gram
ex:

5 £t Kast wulua we contacted
thought tlis candidacy was a wt and needed a
good deal of convineing, itk Se PE e tlus
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for. The exile-vete was small, but i
rum up enough support in England through
organizing and chroush his comxvnen- TS universal,
1 amnesty to be elected as an alternative
Even thar required scme -\a* ty wheeling-
and-dealing by Covener #nd other xibe»m Demosracs
ded

(‘w ccm\‘o.n:iah Efaw's victo

tunities for convention activitie

forces cleared the legal hurdles of
ratic 1¢udcrsh.p to allow hiz

convention even though he wes an mxuea dra.t

sister. Rexc, after Y

a uge and spirited press confer

now bperr‘ ew oppor-
amnest

transported to Oklahoma 2 ried
draft offense. The mapistrate sg!eed to delay send-
fng Efaw back to Oklahoma until 3
After Vioning chese Tegal battles, SCUU
Lazge sty nmovement contingent composed of
Acti‘/‘ Sts crassun Condon and Rnight, NCUUA
staff, CALC staff, Village Independ
nesty commitree, Gﬂ ¢ Star Parents
iscs. and other amne:

y workers. Toget
y issue as \"s‘bxv and
the convention and before mil

the amnesty activists' first artempts &
450 4 legal means of having Efew sddress the con-
vontion as an alternative delegate of Desocrats
Abroad was to obtain 562 petition signatures calling
for a discussion of smnesty under a
rulfng, the "Bleicher Report
twenty-minute "pro-and-con”
signatures. Amnesty was second in
naures obtained: Tirst was won by
accivises. But the Carter oxpanizas
this discussion period throus
delegates o vote ageins

he sunesty activists worked to g

o, poaioa

e procedures
s b,

c Parcy J-it'l:ahs ».e, o
aired before E:

£ifey deley,n\t sigratures necessar
for v sident. Grossmsn lea
for vice p'eaidm(llA nomlnalien;. But wa.
the office of Dorothy Bush, the Démccratic Parcy
Secretary, that “nonserious” nominations seldom take
place because of "internal ;uapre:sinn which meanr
that Carter delegates, the overshelning =a y
the convention, would be instructed
nominating pi ons. However, Grosszan and
sx;xmare-,a h:rm;, g'o\," were able to obtain
than efghty signatures. Next o
the parcy ;Arliamem.n[!an that Efaw was £oo
o nomirared, and that would xul &

;\posm
ze by

av
"ng{lv
uch Efaw. Boch Kamsey

£1con

eelchair due t
nate and second E
n, it was dec ed
e job. And what a Sou

i
i

crifice of
nto nomination
ritz Efaw.” The crowd rose ot
any with tears in their eye:

Foen Rovic was whoeled to Ehe podium, the crowd
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Democratic National Convention was the amnesty move
meat’s sta was the dedicated core of ammesty
accivists, working day and night at the convention,
who injected some reality into an othervise banal
Political celebraticn. But without einiler cireless
by ssnesty activists throug\our the U.S
none of AT wonld heve been possi!

&5

THE AMNESTY MOVEMENT MAINTAINS THE MOMENTUM
GENERATED BY THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

the amesty sovement kept
nationwide post-
gn pressing presidential candidate Carte
oaden his amnesty position. The postcard cam-
aign bad been raised by Susan Ikenberry at the Jum
§578 ncroa Steering Comnittee meecing, and AMEX had|
asked to submic & proposed text for che posc-
but apparencly the ||
Text proposal was misplaced in the NCUUA Naiional
ot By early August, a struggle had already de<)
ed over the wording of the :ardsv AMEX wanty
ericical anslysis of the Vietnam War and to tie ‘
ands of recognition an recon. |
% and Ransom wanted
‘popular” language, and Suestioned the recog-

After the convention,
ntum g by launching a

rir.mr and reconstruction demands. During the debati|

the text, Zigas rounded up support from othe: |
mesbers of the Stecring Committee in opp

to_the MEX proposal, Soon the entire projec

ecaz
poll the : s;.«mb Eommtch b o, SRE Vet aEs Car pra
posals. Although this struggle became quite heated,
the AMEX proposal was in line with the general po-
BCUUA. As in other political
to force NCUUA to put
fect che political principles upon which ic
e Eoueitan Mee an tael i the yavt L nis Hinet

postcard text was remarkably similer {h poldtics td
the original AMEX proposa.
of the underlying tension within NCUA &
76 w rter vas :rc
NCUU

are
early fall 1 s that now £
Desocratic candidate for president,
feared the amnesty movement's attacks
amnesty positi

votes for

eabs
chrough ehe hall and around the coun

°E
exs wound l-rau§h
n:ve-sal Unconditional Amnes
tal A=n

ed among
Be minutes of the October 1976 xacuq
tee meeting sumarize the polarizar

e that tk
posed drafe resinters-only pardon would affect Bis,
but that be had sen to come home st the risk of
imprisomment to t. u more about those Americ
in. jecpardy (because Of theiz oppositien to the
because we must ensure that 5% them are included
in pext Janu prasidtatisl pardon " After ex-
plaining, category by sacegory, the vari
war resisters that needed amnesty, he conc
am proud to come to -t.u convents o to represent
var resisters: The risk lnvolved §
¥you was cercainly worth vaung 1 res'ectmuv de-
&line moatnation for Vice Presi £ the United

being elected and granting some kind of ammesty to
lead us to drop that part of opr work. Steve said
that Last period when educational work cd
be done, and we wghz to step it up. He rec lod
we must avoid (a) the cendency not to Calk abe
the war. and (b) the tendency not to talk about Cak

States. 1 seek no cEfica, am mo Furt a variety of opinions and tactic around wua. tha

on. the cosbination of the pragmatic goal of wu o ‘
Bis vay sround the convention Gverall education shouldn'C jeopardize sach other.
Kovic's wheelcha % Kovic incroduced hinself s ocut that we should be careful what |
Efaw to the 4e]cg ur we shoulda't lose important |

&,
Although we don’t know the exact mumber of TV

vievess, and cho ostimates range as

of the Carter amnesty plan. One major tactic -
amnesty activists know so well is that vement o do a nall.x\g to lout 330 Yadio talk abows
doesn't need £o Tead the lines someone else ha: xoss the U.S.

written listed soch Feonsher i bad given it to
tragedy and courage that sll we need is an audience decided mot to the pedia to come to xn:er-
willing to listen to our own stories. The 1976 Vieu us: che dicision to go directly to calk-show

h as sizty
Teatest

that it was NCUUA's

@
Toment of political thestre. Bat the point that all

s
for us. The Vietnam War has produced esough

Louise stated that our goal is universal um
conditional amnesty, not education, that there s

AMEX decided to move to th

Pt ton Tespect to publlclzlng he dgfects. |

Zigas had obtained s directo: wm:i
9 REX.




| producers and moderators was a break from cur past is demons
ractice. We expected about'a ten per cent response  the mation

xation gnd march chrough the strests of
capizal, cthey passed out chousands of

calculated risk based on the wide lead Carter had
over Ford in public opinion polls to build our base of sup
We advertised the talk show propesal on the basis comtact with very few neu exil

elec'xcm per.od \\e n.so hoped to

\ rm the talk shows, and that is about hov wany similar leaflets attacking the proposed Carter am-"
did during the fall 1976 period nesty plan.
Uniike NCULA: AMEX had no fear of costing Carter Back in Toronto, AMEX continued frs campaign of
| votes as'the’rosulc of our crivictem of hls smesty  criticigfoy the Catter smmesty plas, eves tefore he'
position. In fact, we believed chac if the smescy  vas elected president, by postering downcom Toronto .
didn't publicize the ‘liz‘.:a:.nnl of his ith il:‘Air !eaﬂe' . The purpose of the Toronto
“ameaty propossl vhile he vas candidate. e would postering was to educate war resisters about the
be such more difficulr once he were presiden. Again, details of the Carter plrdon 'ic 1 in advance of his
we were operating on the assumption thar Carter probable election so :hn {c zxt‘es would be
! would win the election, as assumption that was a well acquainted with {a descended on

of the Eizenstac interview Crossman conducted the exiles comscicus hoge
previous spring. Colhoun and Grossman did the talk  thac Carter would .:uuu, Bo sTecres ean Liow

| “show interviews via long-distance telephons. We be-  through wich bis “pardon,” even the draft resisters
came quite in the way we e hc vas campaigning. Teo many

l ampesty arguments, supplementing each other's et n[s. Towed es to rise in the weeks
50 that we managed not to sound like a tape rec

ozd Clemency Progran vas
e people were playing their cards close
However, the Toronto postering did ,we msx

k. W (e pdere: s Wt Tioyte- ve fa1s
antismnesty callers on the line for discussion. Some-

times this would emsble us to knock out the under- isibilicy throughout the city; cesalc
inning of common antiamesty arguments based on several Canadian media interviews which gave 3 oven
iction rather than fact. In this way. we resched a greater prominence. Conseq encly, once C
1ot of vets with bad papers who were opposed o #n.  clected, the widespread presence created by the 50s-
neaty fof Graft resisters and descrcerer and cx- tering helped the media know where to coze, and Te-
plained that any ammesty should include vecs like acquainted many war resisters, who had assinilated
then. Often on the air we were able to talk anti- themselves into the Canadian woodwork, with AMEX.
amnest

ofs into Supporti
other cases were able o
some antiamnesty callers to deal uxmmny v‘[h

the arguments we presented. We found it possible o
calk extensively about che Viecnam Var because che
shows were live, unlike having a reporter or editor
GUE out Bost of our dlscussions of the war. We vere
Tepoacadly told by callers dnd talk shov moderators
about the effectiveness of our calling from exile

tic that we wondered why we hadn't though of it

Another tactic we implemented over the 1976 Labor
Day weckend also made us wonder why we never tried
it before: leafletting American tourists in Niagara
Falls, Ontario. AMEX teamed up with the Gemesee
Valley Citizens or peace (near Bochester, ¥.Y.).

people with the War Resisters League 4nental
Jalk Ve made a sysbolic Linkup with the Contimencal
Walk, and staged a small demonstration atr the Peace
Bridge, connecting the U.S. and Canada. Grossman
continued over the bridge with the Continental Walk,
and spoke at several meetings organized by the Walk
people in western New York S(axe Before erousns
the international bridge. we mare cugh ¢
S o R e B
by the park police.

Undaunted, we decided ro distridure our leatlets
by placing them under the winshield wipers of parked
cars with U.S. license plates, until we got
chased ouc of several parking lots by atcendants.
Next we starred passing out lesflets to moving cars
~ In congested parés of the tourist area. Condon pio-

neered che che techatque of making the slowly-
passing cars believe that the 1 "?1 thes
To free samples of junk food or something, 5o cars
often Linedup to get leaflets attacking the ciass
and race ascrimm:xon of Carter's amnesty plan.

through the park with large amnesty banmers banding
| out leaflets. Although AMEX leaflets criticiz
B¥er vocy dteongly. soms people calied ve the
“Carter boys," thinking that we were campaigning
for the millionaire Georgia peanut farmer.
Several weeks later Grossman, Jea

Taylor the  Amesty Gexestrators incliding exiles link up with the

Tepresentative on the NCUUA Steering Commictee. Cootinemtal ik for sone \
and Shank parcicipated fn s Kashington, 5.C. evet ' crossing the bomder at Mapama Falls. Pronc left to right:
Barking the cod of the GontineataloWalk fouter At Dr. Arvold Matlan, Grossean, Coodon amet Bornfe Farrier




CONFLICT IN NCUUA OVER STRATEGY OF ATTACKING
CARTER: FALL ELECTION PERIOD TO INAUGURAL

For a long time. AMEX bad believed thac a
continuing discussion about the Indochina War
was somec] the ruling class wanted very much

T

to avold. After all, on Vietnam Liberation Day,

Ford had proclaimed that the last chapter in the

book of Viernam was closed. Of course, education

about che war was a
a

y strengch was
ity to deny Carter a large block of
didn'c broaden his

’ + To
champion of the poor

ur abil

attack the self-proclaimed
and

and race discriminarion is amnesty plan eve
before be took office. AMEX argued thac che amesty
ass and race in-

on. Ve
o demonstrate to Carter that
ty to deliver a strong blow of ex-
led to broaden hic ammesty. We

e black eve straregy: Since he had
said ammesty would be one of the first items on his

1icical agenda we would hic , early in
is adainistration, on the cla 1ssue o
vt was 30 sensitive, by attacking an execurive

c
action to which he obviously attached particular

lic imporrance. Not surprisingly, our stracegy
proved to be controversial with NCUUA's nonleft.

After the Democratic National

the vay | ratic party liberals
have rubbad off on him. By laze 1976
ublished in The

£, " waiting
another FOR. He joined
UUA members in oppos.
of pushing Carter hard on the
scrimination of his amnesty plan.
continued to argue tl

for Carter to prove himself
with the other nonlefr 3
the AMEX stratey
‘class and zace

of the
military discharge system, and the amnesty movement
shouldn®t fool irself into thinking that out major
problea was educating the Carter organization.

everal papers on the subject,
our objections to the Carter position. We learn-
ed in the middle of the fall election campaign chat
the papers had been received but not resd. We also
had our own "friendly" contact within the Carzer

campaign staff and later the transition staff. She
counselled us o trust Carter; that once he was

elected his amesty program would amount to just
about what we wanced, though it wouldn't look or
sound 1ike universal and unconditiomal amnesty. Ve
found teresting, but it didn't affect our
The only way we believed we would -
get a just amnesty from Carter was to build popu-
ar pressure to force the move, and not to counc
on policical promises

he am-
3] . deepening public
hought the delegations might hav
secondary educational cffect on the Carter staff
working on smesty, buc when the firsc delegation
took place we learned that some of the HCUUA non-
left saw the delegate meeting primarily as s bar-
saining session.

nesty program,
of how much he
mid-Decenber 1976, was replaced by Carter's
longtime political adviser Charles Kirbo, a consor-
vative Georgian and a senior portmer in one of the
South's most powerful xuling class law firms.

UA was able £o arrange ar amnesty delegacion
meeting with Kirbo, but the meering turned out to
be another internai friction point for NCUUA. Some
of the nonleft in the delegation wanted to turn
the meeting into & bargaining session in which im-
provements in the progran would be traded off for

£ arc, Xirbo was particulerly

d papers had them up-
they would be eli-
He didn’c chink that

graded o General or Honorab!
gidble for vetorans benefits




would wash politically, and wanced to determine if though vets with bad papers compromised the largest
NCUUA were willing to ccept upgraded discharges  categories of people neading amesty, veterans’
sithout oligibility for bencfits. AMEX opposed any participation in the amnesty fight was minimal. When
Lind of negotiations, believing our strongest posi- VVAW belonged to NCUUA, AMEX had seen the vets ques-
ure to be unwaivering commitment to our historical tion as a political bottom line for the amn amnesty

definicion of universal, unconditional emnesty. movement. With a strong vererans representation s
(Naturally, this produced tension within NCUUA: NCUUA, the ammesty movement would be locked {nto che

R eacoe wes Coced wich the same demund thac all vets with bad papers be included in
ofd Contradichion that  had surfaced over the ene . any fatlre smossty. From the eaciiest dsye of our
doxsenent ‘question in 175, Would NCUUA Seftle Tor aiacsty work we had anticipated that Waihidgton

ess than universal and unconditional ammesty? would tey £o'co-opt the smnasty movement with o
Pressures were again developing in NCUUA to settle fster amnesty, which could have the effect
for less, as Carter moved closer to the White House. of satisfying che middle class olements of ¢
We belicved that last-minute negotiations on "what  movement At the expense of minority. and vorking

| 1he Epmasty movwsan bould Axlly ecclalfoniiwould | clustidader azs and vets. Ag long as VVAW was in
l to Carter that the amnesty movement was  NCUUA, AMEX had a strong political ally, and to-

i el  pressure was off hin. Vo were gether we fought against the tendency of NCUUA's
#lao concerned that once NCUUA's unity vas broken, —nonleft to liquidate the class, race and snei-imperi-

cne ntlon chatimas aHepeL1o by the meeting of compromise legislation in 1975 was so crucial:
AL isbs as Shlks £he Pkt geart myason Basis 1f the vets guestion were compromised, we feared NCUUA
Snnesty education. The delegates came away from the would b well slore the ey ob tasine its poticios
Kirbo meeting impressed with the conservative Geor- But as long as vets were well represented in NCUUA,
ian's general intellegience, and his familiarity it would be much more difficult for the nonleft. o
with the amnesty quescion. Kirbo expressed his con- make compromises concerning veterans, Futhermoz
cern that the amnesty Carter was about to grant if the amnesty movement uerln t able to min(nin 3
Bishe Jecpardize Amecica's ab{lity to raise s con- stross vats ics credibilit
actipt army in the future. As far as AMEX was con~- the need for all bad paper vets to have their dis-
cerned, we, too, were interested in this question. charges upgraded to Honorable would be seriously

€ from our perspective, we hoped our amnesty P

ekforts make Lt mich mote diffioait to raise s con - o hel p a on-VVAW veterans to NCUUA, a

seript military, or to field any kind of military, vets cubcomictea conponed OF

for future U.S. wars of aggression. berzy of the NCUUA stacf, and Shank was forued in
late 1975, However, Lt wasn:c Gotil 197

e e completed its panphlet “Amne:
for Vacs, Tool" due €o the threa 1iving in ditfurent
S cities and rarely being able to meet. In general,
TV's ARCHIE BUNKER TACKLES AMNESTY ON CHRISTMAS DAY ln fall 1976 the amnesty movement was finally able
o reach a broader cross-section of veterans with
i0s Besnage that taivexsal and ncondiEIonAL sm

In summer 1976, Pat Simon, director of Gold nesty included them, too. The vets pamphlet played
Star Parents for Amnesty, was contacted by che an important role in reaching out to vets. Amesty
staff of TV producer Norman Lear about what was articles in the Continentsl Walk literature also
| to become the Christmas Day installment of "All were centered on the need of including vererans with

| .In The Family." Over the next few months, Simon bad papers in any future amnesty. Ironically, the
advised Leae's weiters on the scripe, which Coneinencal Walic amnesty Lierature was. axeprine

ured a confrontation between a war resister CEAREN macer 1ak AmlefEniih An
YT maLLy F AEUTTon. £ron Cogeds Aeohters ora However, as more vers becaso interosted in NCUUA's
Star father friend, and antiamnesty Archie. work, we quickly Cealized chat because vets are:
e Lear people asiured Sinon and NCUUA thar - mainly minority and whice working class, there was

the show yould he about a Aassrkes Satected o guarantee-chst they. muld hkve good politics
by the upcoming Carter. pardon of dratc resiscers,. In £8ct, we learned ChAt of the recent vets

D e b a e b et attracted to che amnesty movement complemented the
sister was substituted. The show could no longer  Politica of the NCUUA nonleft. Most of the Vevs in

| ‘effect broadening the amnesty. debate by EackTing VVAW had been involved in the anciwar movement since
theicaterorfes Of wir TesisCers ot insluded returning from Vietnam, and this greatly affected

R Carrar: plan it Swh s Aibasal chans hoe thelx poliical growch’ Most of the new vets in
& show that appeared to be controvarsial but NCUUA lacked political roots in the antivar movement:
actually sorved only to butld mpport for what Yany ere vets counselors uhose prograss were :undeu

| Carter had been pledged to do for more than a ful K or partially by various government ¥

liyear, without getting at the rrue dimensions which precluded them from becoming too pol uuuy
of the iesue. Byt it must be added that the involved, They didn't want to on th
show was_ quite moving, since the amnesty debate aspect of the amnesty question, but rather on the

| always became more emotional during the holiday humanitarian side an W had always focused

I Soaison, it ) pocentiar coup for the aanssty our discussion on the fact that Gi's who resisted

B e D e e A P b the war were doubly punished, through stockade sen-
consultation, fowever, made the Gold Star tences-and then bad discharges. The vets coungelors
| fathex's deciston to'support amesty very con- wvanted to focus on the other side of the complex

| pelling.

ny vets with bad papers were the victims of
;:ﬂil.lry inju;zice and rac: OT, but believed that to
ocus primarily on this victimization rather than GI

VETERANS AND THE AMNESTY HOVEWENT: ~ FALL 1976 resiscance was a serious error. Throughout AMEX's
history as an exile magazine, we published Ml’.orial

on the GL wovment lnd political repression.

Since summer 1975 when VVAW left NCUUA, the am- amnesty work, we (’phasiznd that those GI' l th
nesty movement was faced with a major problem: Al resisted the war or military racism.were usually.




court-martialed and sentericed to long stockade terms.
Some. the vers counselors were opposed to umt«ld-
that

ing Bad Conduct and Dishonorable discharges
resulted from courts-msrtial trisls, supporting
only vets with General and Undesirable discharges
which were given administrazively. Consequently,
the new influx of vets into NCUUA beginning i

3

in late
1976 bogan to create a aew set of political tensions:
AVMEX versus a locse coalition of some vets with the
NCUUA ‘monlefs .

Another imporzant development in fall 1976 was
the convening of reglonal conferences jointly by
Tkenberry, and Heidi Kuglin of FRIENSHIPMENT. M!
and Fuglin had worked togecher on the IME? van. Sow
NCUUA and FRIENDSRIPMENT activists wore able to work

: and local programs
for the pericd leading up to the Carter insugural,
which would link amesty and postwar Viernam issues.

AMEX BATTLES CARTER FROM TORONTO:
THE POST-ELECTION TO INAUGURAL PERIOD

From the night of the election in early Novesber
until Inauguration Day in late January, AMEX was de-
S.. internaional, and Canadisn media
secking anmesty {nterviews with a wide range of ex-
iled war resisters. As usual, the local U.S. med:
wanted war resisters from every geographical corner.
At the time of the election, AMEX had a list of
five of six exiles willing to ralk to the media

since many others had been misquoted, abused, their
1ives made more difficslt by journalists. and mow
refused to be interviewed. Colhoun had a'lar of

experience in referring media to various war resis-
ters in the past, and took on this job fullt
during chis period. Because Crossman was in the
States nearly half of each month since fall sttend-
moetings and doing amnesty work, AMEX -
in a weak position in terms of TOrORtO person-
nel. Despite £

this, by the end of
had developed a list of nearly ome hundred
willing to, be interviewed. We must have facilitated

or personally done about 150 interviews
this period, which were very critical of the pro-
posed Carter amnesty "Ehn.

In iovember 1976 when Carter was elected; AMEX
Sad a support base of about ten people upon whom
we could count politically, and who would help
Colhoun ossman with AMEX work. As a result
of our wide visibility, we were contacted by hun-
dreds of war Tepisters. Again, as when Ford ammounced
many exiles were re-polizicized
whacever chey could co help-max
Consequently, we were able to build a large base by
the inauguration, and able to successfully host the
NCUUA smmesty conference in Toronto at the of

. We were able to build our base ?\ﬂ:kly Be-
Cause people knew that AMEX had political and media
expertise, and had scen effective examples o!
work many times in the past.
izmediate post-election period, AMEX

activists gave most of our wal s to the sedia.
We bad 1little time to consider the broader problems
facing the amnesty movement, but did learn that
cthere was tremendous media interest in tho exile
story fron Toronto. Perbaps !
first war resister group to call the boycott of the
Ford conditional ammesty, editors took *s po-
sitfon seriously. Also, we were armed with crucial
Ford Administration figures about the class and race
breakdown of draf resiaters as compared with de-

£ our

such media coverage on our sition to the =
dent-elect's program. Although telephones constan:
ringing with journalists' inquiries prevented uf

from setting aside sufficient time for reflection,
we tried to think of new ways to keep the media in-
gereated in amesty, and new vays to build support

dia would come

ing exile groups in Sweden, France and Vancouver

rring our response. We had kept in contact
with these groups. reporting on current amnesty d
velopments. But because the transpovcation costs
necessary to get European exile representatives Lo
Canada were , we didn't think we could raisel
sufficient funds on short motice to bring them over]
And we weren't Certain we had)enough tima, due to
our constant medfs work, to make the necessary prep)
arations for & major amnesty conference.

In early December, however, Knight and Bonnie
Farrier travelad from lew York to Zoronto to discusi
how to creace added amnesty media coverage to help
ited unconditional

o)

tic National Convention. He mow propo:
border crossing of about one hundred exiled draft
Tesisters and deserters before the pardon announce-
ment, defying Washington to arrest them, This type
of border confrontation, Xnight believed, would
generate wide media coverage with which we could
Continue to make our points about class and race,
and the right to resist unjust wars.

Colhoun and Grosssan were highly skeptical about

our ability to get one hundred war resisters in
Canada will: to risk jail, due to family and job
responsibilicies. We also recalled tha' we ha
lictie success in getting exiles to do the illegal
fourteen-day speaking tours during the Ford Clea- |
socy Propran. Kaight ‘thought many of the one hun-
dred would come from and France, but that
gave us the problen of raising a large sum of money
or transportation,

Nonecheless, from this weckend's amnesty strac-
egizing sessions came the basic idea for a major
aznesty conference in Toronto to respond to the Car:
ter pardon exile rep
tatives from Europe and other parts of Canada,
and NCUUA activists. But we were faced witl
Raising the necessary funds anc

getting NCUUA's supporc.

probles of funds, Colhoun and

wasn't enough time for adequate
a

1977. But Knight convinced us that he'd be able to
zaise money £rom new sources. Since Knight had a
lot of experience in raising money for special po-
litical events, we told him to go ahead. We tried
o work up a rough budger for the conference, and
established 2 date by which to have a firm idea of
how much money would be available. If Knight weren'
successful in gecting sufficent money committed to
the conference by that point, we would coase furche
preparations. We concluded it would take from $11,0
o $15,000 to put on the conference.

e next Rajor problen was the WCUUA Steas

Would NCUUA endorse a conference on

serters and vets with les:
forcing the media to accept our charges
class discrimination in Carter's pro
plan. We were amazed that we were ab

of race and
ed amnescy
to get 30

- Wou!
home turf, which added advantage 1
i irst, we

would give us an
€ s 4 c f
decided that AMEX would sponsor the conference and
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“ask NEUUA to endorse it.
to worry about
the conference.

This way we wouldn't have
NCUUA watestog down the policics of
o wanted the amne

But we a
ment 's united political bal:k!.n.g of ti

commitments came in too slowly for us to be certain
oF sufficent

Grossman had raised the fdea of beving some cype
conference in Toronto at a November Stee:
Jibut {8 gor bogedd Sou 1 Sebare
ave i¢ in Heshington or Toronto.
hls time our chinking about che confereoce was Sore
bt 1t would SEiL1 be alow soins s the
Feccing Comsittes Lavel tse several on the
Comnittee though it best to have the conference in
Washington, wich the cuphasis on bad paper vets. We
knew the mcdia traditionally came to g:ronte for
the amest. wo could use the media
to build the c e, as we did in Seytc:ber 1974
Fiially, Amex. decided th continus fondcetes
initia for a Toronto
sent the idea to the December 10th Steerimg Cmuuee
meeting as & fait accompli, and ask for NCUUA
doxsement. This way we couidn't he prevenced fros.
organizing the conference.

we had planned, the ROUUA National Office

realized chot we hed the inttiative. In fors. Zigas

argued to hold a conference in Toronto at the

Decembor Steering Gommitres meeting. The Steering
Committee decided to sponsor ti ronto conference,
which would be hosted by AVEX. The BCUUA nonlefe

realizeéd it vas necessary to sponsor the Toronts
onference, and dccepted the fact that would
have a large role in its political definicion.
Financially, it turned out to bave been a wise de-
gielon for us co aliow HCUUA co sponsor the con-
zble to raise anly about §7.000
e conference and
nd; tim Toral cost

take over fundraising. In the

of the gonference vas close to §25,000, largely
raised by Ra
Poliztcany' this decision meant cha
in a'lot of pol

T we'd have

wise decision.
i co.nd make all the necessary physical and po-
litical because
ve bad the necesaary Support base, while i Hashe
ington the amnesty movement had few supporters with
experl:nc. In butleing for a meler canerese:

Alth San

ound

vets 2

planning during this period, buc it was very ex-

p.nlive for him l’.nnsravel back to the Exs-. Since
n a

raise h money to continue his amnesty
york, and o help him and other vecs travel to
Toronto. Although Sa Cherford hadn't been ac-

tivo n- melty il it g
herself to several weeks of
money from West Coast sources if we would
and seod money. We sent some. =
agveed to split the funds
3 tuned oue 60 by & vn—y echenile
helped keep Condon's work with vets funded

she committed

fullcime work raising
give her
and

the cnarlntn and afcervard, it would become
evident that Condon's work with Vest Coasc vets
PP getting vers involved in smnesty

FORD GETS BACKED INTO CONSIDERING ANOTHER AMNESTY
IN THE CLOSING DAYS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION

In che closing days of the Ford Adniniscracion,
2 zost unexected series of events forced Ford to
gorstder pro-empcing Prosidenc-oloct Carter's vaz-
ement, On December 27, 19

PRi1lp fare died. Hare h

ter of uncond: teg
of iar uusuu When Ford telephoned Jane Ea:
the Semacor’s widow, to offer condolences, he
asked 1t there wer yehing he could do Jane
Bart's response caught Foré off
could grant an ssmests Because it was
hing &

E! s lasz weeks wished he
through Scunned Ford answerad chac
Sconatder® har recuess, although he kn
out of the ouestion, due to the Reagan

cotal ovvosition to sme:

was considerable media spec
o do something after .uz-e ruu cold che or

about her phome conversation

Ford would do anyching m,nsnun

amnesty movement <2

Tt ton o vrbly e orkusatson CaF

bis pardon. Jane Hart had been an

for xl\!l'i’ years

BCUU,

-3 amettiakésy. ¢

wvas happy t
3 mid-January press conference
by an evening smnesty nenorisl vecestion
gress peonle and zheir aides in Uashington, bo
exohasizing che %o include vecs with bad
ayenaseis il asnesty move. These events
were parc of an HCUUA and FRIENDSHISMENT coordi-
nated "National End he Var Weer. smmesty and
Vietna= Reconstruction/Recognition, ' Jamuary B-16,

s 1977,

Bea Robbins, who had toved to che 0.8
teazed up once again with Toronto exile Joe Someky
for the weok, and distributed Liceraturs and se-
titions to Washington chuzch groios. Somsk also

o NCUDA Katfonal OFfice in
New York, and vas succassful in senerating anessy
medie in'his native northern Nev Jersey

are:

e
olhoun's in a mid-
rw:.uon. bot‘ weu in advance

to the = It was finally de-
cided that ti ome someti;
ring Carter's is:sr eek i che White House,
Jmax'y 21-2! 1977. As ve tensel unud for the

x
papers off and on from the Gonvention in July 1976
untsil January 1977,
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a
ous task OF preoar
5g policienl su sort
o a

re~—c1 it

ecently e
sibilicies of
a

5 parts of December
'rzve’ed from

Gar Mearzhur also
oronto durd

the conference. cx big boost
arcivais of exiles from Sweden

oa St
France;

Ace-ao e exp

ions in advence of
gxoup Jotned Coltioun and Crossow
The Teror $u5po

gan 75, to

forn
cus for the conference

in late 19

INTERNAL POLITICAL TENSIONS FLARE UP IN NCUUA

1976, a cendency 1ed by Zigas and Ransos
>(d within the NCUUA' Steering Commistee o

the Rational Office by the end of 1976, I
fali, the Steering Comitzes began onsider
S5 comitnent to furtre aRnesty wore, and bow long
key activists incended to commit themselves to the

movesent . AME) against this liqv ced
dency because it would undermine our Black eve
ategy of forcin & scy
or racisn and clsss Giserimination by
and the amnescy movement at the
It seemed to us chat Zigas dn
motivaced by che same desirg
criticien whid

£o protect © Coveer ong NCUUA
e had fought from the early days of 1

3 Sajor agends icem for the Steering
vesber 1 ‘an lbwl\.x

>
sh
]

g che amescy move
A'»o“her AEDOY ant
2 the

s D
© going until March. oug]
Liafred nature of the Carter vardon Which e
Sirely exclude most vere wich bad
-e also believed chac SCUUA had a deep v
sering amests

to the
anké, to hélp tham sty
AMEX had already begun To ¢iscuss trans
BCUUA from an awmesty coalition to a reor
ganized coalition conbintng the sessinder of amaed
work with activities geared to building resistancel
to future U, £ agression against Third Wor
o

:x:-;oa‘.ir

cake £ accompld
1876 to March 19
end we were so
gy king 2ombies. Buc

ng rcluonhuzl‘[!eﬂ proved so important

2.
was at its peak during che
There were nightly meetings witl

of-town and local exiles and supporcers
uring the week preceding the conference. We dis-
cussed iInternal amnesty movement problems; such as)
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the 1iquidationist tendency, and orher general and weren'c actually 3 part of che draft-rest

probless with the \cm:A nonfeft, so chose exiles only pardon sppeazed that Carter

ot work: amnes: asis vere sware eel secure enough politk

of the dif !Cul‘ ies \i!h —v}CULA 1‘k:l~ to develo: deserters, and was 5':.11!’3 £

during the conference dectsto
We also discussed ﬂ[ lengch the general politic:

situation in the States, and fts rc.a:ia‘xs?“

| ter pardon would be the proper zesponse
35 it had been in 1374 sure the ammescy
Roveneat could survive long eacugh to move besond
2 boycorted amnesty fto organtzing for yec smother
move. idn't anticipate any major strugsles ac
TR couraancs. Thes ash b no ssues like tk and
boycott of the Ford Clemency program, or the NCC lukewar= =‘-‘FP°‘-’= for
| ‘soumseling progras to UBdercut that boycott: As far Supsorcins
ee, the basic problems would be with  conference.,
the eft. Of these problems would Fr
be political in mature, and some would be problems
of creating structures by which
Teach unity. Grosssan had been in mearly da
+ commnfeation with Zigas and Ransos. working ouc
| solutions to the latter probless. On January 21,
1577, the pardon was snapine
struggle wich che NOUUA nonief
differences.
i On his first full day in office, che new pr
| ident had his press secretary Jody Powell
the details of the pardon to a news conference.
The unconditional pardon applied to all still-
indicted draft law violators, and ©
= convic! ective Service oftenses

The Tororcs

s all week,

nonregistrants
irdon excluded d:;zrlul yeca vl

too. was a"cen(e"

charges or convictions. The . .d-mi-zn:io: also. Si=on, and

promised @ special Pentagon study to make recommen-  egate Dave

dations concerning deserters snd some bad paper session of
Es. ‘s response to the news of don and 23

announcement was one che medis called "bitter dis- -
ppointment.” We blasted the Carter pardo
being thoroughly discriminatory on the basis of
class and race, one which objecrively included
white, middle ¢ draft resisters bur exctoiad

resolucions to be
for amendment and

poox Vhite and sinoricy forms of war res
e had anticipared that the pardon <ooid exclx.de resce conv

sany violations of <hs Uaifors Code of cai 1 activists o

Justice, thus making tens of thousands of bad pager echad x-ovked vé to elim-

vers ineligible for Thk pacdin; Ter ve diine expect
to of desercars to be lefc o a Detense

le from che

le rocm
sion as ronto caucas vas concerned.
deserters would be uuened On an individual basis, Since she Folitics of om speeches were within

Virgtata flortan

4 £
Gearge Razolias (deserter, representing Framce), Steve Kirmumon (desercer, represecting Saeden), Bruce Sever (exiled civil
|| Tectacer), Conion (antiomt bok pases Set). Cothoum (Petled decerrany, Grosenen and 2438 (conference & d,.uéz,: st
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nonleft couldn'

o
{deol Logical batc)
fca

siddle class draft resisters had been pardoned but
© categories of war resisters, largely working
ass whites ar ities, were excluded. To do
4, would reflect the coalition's class
ion in a way that was objec
the basts of class and race: The

B
¥

was to go on through February
nes were clearly drawn in

FROM TORONTO THE AMNESTY MOVEMENT
MOVES OR TO NASHINGTON

the Toronto conference
During the first ten days
ovement actually did

Pl
oresc leteer by naze.
i1y supported ¥iet

movement s

ong resolution in support

ized
ters, bad papi
s “wanted

frginia Horton

s temporaril =
fce Steering Comitcee Fare of Tebmary 5 Mhiite linse denonstration. Lo
¢ criticisn of the line holding bemer staffor ax amesty a 5




| move on to Washington to participare in a series
| of veteran-oriented amnesty actions, and the AFSC

"Appeal for Reconciliation” activiries. A vererans
vi3t] plcket  line was set: up in Front of the Vet~
1 on February S,
{ ) demon-
ayette Park across &

to bzxns progressive vets into
RCUIA, buctwanted to mvotd xdding nonlefc gnd Bi-
Che: Beeorins ot

strated i
e ceom, el Whike) thouse. 4ot in frouc o che
White House. Nearly fifteen le and re-
contly-pardoned drat resisters traveled. from Tor-
£o make exiles' support for bad paper vets
e va.-ibl- as possible.
Appeal for Reconciliation Conference took
Cace o Feascy 1o, 1577 et e ehie <o gen-
00d deal of media coversge for
fomands for u-s, recogait  of Vieonas
2ad the extension of Teconsruction
80,000 s s Srom the Appesl petinon campaign
were deliversd to the ihite ko gave one
eal toapte
& strongly and clenrly saerized the
politics of the Toronto amnesty conference
and vet Ron Bitzer gave amnesty
< the Appeal's congressional brief!
In #hore, the vets Vashington activities matn-
tained some of the momentus of the Toromto com-
ference, but the project was so loosely organized
of ics potential was lost. Some of the
vets pesceived of che ten-day series of vets ac-
tions as mainly a hunger strike and a form of
el anasiong by Which Chcter conts be Scsdko
a more

;xex-nzauinu ac

{ar for vets through demon-
R s eaflerting, and bringing the
| ¥

East Coast left info these cvents. The problem
he ammesty movenent 3idnic have @ strong
| Eneughihase in Vaskingoon to.oreants eries

Of events at the same cime that final preparacions
for the Toronto conference vere tai
sequently, much

king place. Con- mam

AT Fiver. some of che NCUUA nonleft opposed Sring-
ing vess onto the Steering y
quidate, but with HCULA continuing
il develop SR
nonleft vets. Because the NCUUA left was S
1bg te encourage p!og'tssive vets to join “CU'»‘
the entire process of gx
amnesty Sovement got bogged down in potitical
deadloc
Wikl ine:ceske 0% Lhe | VerRute bac recently
become involved in ammesty activities, ther
210 a great deal of contusion, Thers'was iicrie
unity on what amnescy m y o
working class whices and mivocity vece.
said, or was it something that affected only
white and middle class drafc resisters in exil
s much of che medis had reported over the years?
How did veterans relate to amn NCUUA
pesisss i S e A—nnox:v,
But some vers believed that vets were victims, not
Tesisters. The exile movement was highly antiuar,
le most of these vets had not been in the ant
2 many vers self-help groups badn't
u sgainec the war. Although {c uas
ulckiy; Siepelied in Toronto) soac.vers had fals
fhar eacivar ex{les would look down on chose who
bad served {n the military. The exile mov
had Gealt Witk Chtp. probem beccat,than the early
antivar movement, because draft resisters had come
Zo understend chat deserters tumned against the
r as  result of their e s in che mill-

s

tary, while draft resistess mere to stay out
of the service on deferments to ‘eurn about Viec-
ne= indirectly. Some of the early Stateside anci-
VAT movement, however, had chatasterizes vars &
war criminals
This was cthe context in which the NCUUA Steexing
in early February. It

o

veterans onto the Steering Comnittee. By Che time

the ammesty movement traveled to Washi: ve-
ictie time,

| But the momenr from Toronto was not lost. N
was mu pmm, comicted to working for smmesty.

NCUUA ATTEMPTS TO BRING VETS INTO
AMNESTY HOVEHENT DECISIOWAKING

Ever since VVAW Zesigned from the NCUUA Steering

| Comiiecee, there had cually no vetersns'
esentation {n the amncsty movemenc's docisisn-

| making process, Tom Catlow was the official ecs

| Steering Comnite 3

| meetings. After the Toronto conference, two ph -

‘ place ar the same time:

| key Steering Comalczce

res!

by tl
« nonleft political strugsie

e
[ had been lenn:hing for vets to bring into

was finaily decided chat a vecs caucus would elect
an iaterin comictes of twelve vets with one-half
vote each, while NCUUA we
foraing 1ts leaderchip body. This was castly atconc
plished. But a more sticky question arose over
Ehe e vess uould e TeGHIzad, 2o SUBROTE
S BOUUA principles of ity Condon, Grossman,
sted chat new Steering Commit-
(ee 'S must mppor: NCUUA's de!xnxuon of,
miversal end encondicional spmesty. Renson argued
thar it would be ‘unrealistic’ co démand that
Pezacats’orgesliatioe: ba£or tnigensel snd uﬂcandh
tional amnesty, so persomal commitment was &ll ©
should be necessary. A final problem that arose
was how to choose the new vets representatives for
the Staering Committes fo replece the interin con-
sittes of twelve. Would it be necessary to convene
a vets conference in nrder to select the new vets
menbers of the NCUUA Steering Committec? These
roblems vere postponed in Che hope that they could
resolved oubside the deadlocked formal Sceering
Committee format.

AMEX' MEETS WITH
VIETNAMESE REPRESENTATIVES IN CANADA
At the Toronto conference, Vinh Quy, d
adazessed the conference on bennf S ien

Vietnamese in Canada, to send rep-
relcnutivu to the annual TE( celebru!.vn his or-
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gantzation pus on Colfioun and Grosssan traveled
2 ‘ebruary co participate in the Viec
Skneve ToE calsbrat fan ey Bad especially wanted
s to come.to Momcreal ro meet M=.
che Chage d'ASfalzes of the uevly-opmé Viecnsm-
Fmbassy. in Ottava. Since y
Sfficiaily pen Gotil Lhe sebassador sreived later
chat sumer, we reslized that AVEX was being paid
a very high honor by bein
the Charge d'Affaires. Quy congr:
the Toronto conference, and thanked us vers waraly
or the resolution on Vietnan and for
50, thie Torento Globe and Meil Nationsl
Seiinebic:" in Shich um crieitined oo gt Vi caran

paper
#..i'or‘a‘ based partly on the Forest lecter.

't cercain if
wa £0 be ia-

53 o
e Enbassy. So late in Fe!’unry. Dn!houn
and Gtotsmn went to Ottawa. Luong Manh Tuan me:

» 3 "nr moTe :!un an hour, praising AMEX's vurk
fetnam War wrizcen.

£

he recognition/reconstruction
The Charge d'Affaires vas deli;
the outline of our proposal. As far as
cerned. he wanted AMEX to make Che visic. But he
bad to'go throush che normal channels of bis sov- -
the necessary visas, would

. chere were many problems to overcome
to the Vietnam wisit. One major facton
of the trip. We wanted to send at
sr-person delegation, consisting of

x, Condon and Grossman, which necassi-

sing ous o1
= U_S. passport had expired. He applied
for a mew passport at the U.S. Consulate in Toronta
bat they hag maincained a file om his exile cciv-
ities and-refused a passport as long as
o from the 1£ he had out:
citizenship. he coald have traveled under - |
n passpors: buc fo take dut Canadian citi:
zemship would mean chat Do would classified ds

= period,
vu»m_esu Jourpalise.
tical 1ives ad bues s€faccedity
of his couatey’s strugsie
nacional Iiberation to a neulv-unllieu Viec-
nan building socialism.
en ‘he didn’t raise the possidiliry of a trip
to Vietnam by AMEX, we suggested it. From the rime
t Vink Quy brought up the question of going to
etnam, we had discussed the possibility with
Condon e at preat lemgth. We had come to
che cenclusion hac LF ve were o vis(c Vietnm
sighe be passible £o gec BCOUA co
ur

:n the work of a
old-hia hoe

zate: E
this vay, we could very eifec:‘velv cosbize she
messages ‘which we £ nake
esty movement: It

ans to resist t
Why there should be universal and wnconditional

*¥ietnam 1S One country, the Vietnamese
peaple are one people. Rivers may dry
0P, MOURTATnS may Se eroded) but this
truth will a0t change.”

= Ho Chi Mink

scthe X
nonl,

quentl: citizenship Cotnoun hadn’
taken out Canadian citirenshxp because he wanted
go =ec=zs co 1ive in the Staces. The only remain-
ing chance for travel papers was to apply

Canadian Caxd of idencity issued to pobitical re-

ces ravel documents. Toronto
lavyer Faul Enpalaaﬂ ctried co help Go

= Card of ldenriry, buc chey discovered that under
Canadian statute, cicizens ave by definicion
Dot comsidered to be po!lt!cnl refugee

the Vietna=
nesty lycak
various. e

frip yropesal o s sprln; —
of representatives of the

g
pressure oa the Carter Adminfscration

yet o e the second stage of its pardon,
2 program for deserters and bad paper vets. The
tour would also give local ammescy

groups an event
5 MbtElae arousd ax it came 155 eas .
tour would enable NCUUA to

¥ the To, e nce;
baen caught standing seill vaicing £ox. the Adaine
istration to annousce its second-step pardon, pro-

= da:ﬂ dad nm;" for weeks. iuud :h-z.
FCOUA 't develop spring program
March Steering Committee meering, it wul oo

lace 2o do 50 S

MARCH NCUUA STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING CREATES
A CRISIS AMONG THE NONLEFT

A=K made che spring spesking tour proposal
rch Steesin thoe mesting. Mithoven ¢
S et et s

they




pu«k v
e

had no plans for spring program and ulu:unng"
accepted fr. Zigas and Ransom again reminded
Steering Committee that they were soon

Dk extouded thalr comtiment GntiiiAxch/3ls

for Peace and Justice, and had been recruited for
ghe job by Knigh, Ikenbersy, Shank and Grossmen
rsement of War Resisters League represen-
i Bissinger turned the question. The
discussions chat folloved in che vaks of the
February Stoering Committee mecting over how to
Incorporate Vets into the Steering Committee had
become so heated that Zipas and Ransom suggested
Chat the Steering Comittee meet withoot che vets
present before the March meeting. AMEX agreed with

h represen-

tatives of the interim vets committee, some vets

gxpressed their opposicion co the Febfuary dectsion

o limit the twelve ee members to

S oo B ~itiily i wes daciies toleon-
i

thoug] of the

March Steering Comictes Seeting. the resolcs of
2{gas and

Not only were key progressive vecs in position to

jord ou ro the Steering Caun:r.e;; but the a
K Lour proposa %0 been accepted. As
16mg a5 BCUUA. had ot

program ready to
down

Lement, calk
of smcting the office . Do

vas irrel =

azgurents in support of were
of uve o have bean nu:eo.ntully eppetnd -m»uz
7, bad policically. Again,

St e R e ] et
seen the last of the liquxdlzion Fetraggle. DOk
the spring speaking to

ter the March Sletrin; Comitte
impasse developed in
Thiough late 157
cua:mﬁly come.to side with the amn

o meet

nsom 50 intense that i
hen o work togethers Thenbercy s VACHL
1 OfficE skills nd nacionsl organizing

Ban
for ¢
technics

he sided with those wbo
cally {rresposible to dishand.
Stie xeported to us that Ziga

Baking preparationd that weuld necessitate shucting
i £k oE£ (e urige) thky rosignad ot tho ‘sad o
March.

During this period, Knight reported to us that
2igas and Ransom were impending his efforts to
zaiee monsy for the spring speaking tours.

Steering Comictee had tentarively approved cthe

RNEX spenking cour proposal, contingent on raising
gufficenc funds; it wss underscood at that meeting
wor!

k on de-
:-uuu.ns
ery Zigas i e
S T R B
©o gee office facilities for that purpose.
Ic 0 us, that Zigas and Ransom
dotng chelr best to aeire Lhat no -ddiﬁu\.l ®funds
could be raised to 1 di

" We agreed with Iken!

treasury. Colhoun telephoned Zigas and
b P e her right to resign, but she
bad no A down, with her, Az long
ratsing for the period

her 3 restgnacion cook atfoce,
she vas obiect vely tapending NCUGA's work: Zigas

T have & respense. OLHAL than £, proCeRt LhAC
Goiton has misinterpreted her action. But by this
tizme we had several reports from Ikenberry and
Webster to the effect that there was no room for
alsinterpretation of their actions. Because office
activity had ground to.a stanstill, Tkemberry con-
selted with several Sceering Comittee members
concern: the office crisis. Karl Bissi
suggested calling an o smezpey sesting of the Seeer

ttes co Tesolve cho problems in the office.
ey id Debetar thac anenes.
gency mesting uas Smp erative: otherwise, by tho
regular meecing took place, NCUUA might

Be % f.uuv Eamaged: bankrupt and withour spr

prograa
¥ NCUUA Stecring Committee meeti:
vas held ia late March. From our perspective, che
purpose of the meeting was to bring out int
open the critical situation in the vacional Ofﬂte.
and by doing rmally resolve the problems.
Ziges and Renson used the mestisg. o call For Tes
exanination of the AMEX proposal for a spring
speaking tour. Ikenberry and Webster had prepared
a2 detailed report on the tour. UA
financial bankruptcy. and because other
Stearing Comitces nmbers had coas co favor: Ligui-
dation, when the proposal came up for a second vote,
it was defeated by a £ive to two margin.
noted that the vote had clear overtones concerning
The Steertng Comittee's feelings about NCUUA's con-
£ioued existence. As Grossman Cold the Steering
Comsittee mosbers, by voting the tour proposa
NCOUA ould” tnsare. thet thece wonld be 1isele

meeting, but jusc barely. Alt
weren't able to take NC jown with them when they’
resigned at the of March, they did insure that
NCUUA would be able to accomplish little without
them.

At this meeting, however, the Steering Committee
approved che hiring of black hispanic veteran Celso
Castro to be NCUUA's vets crordinator. But, as

becaze t after each Steering Committee member

ronieft felt necessary in order ot to

cagonize veterans. It was clear that the lif
the oty coslifion uas co be shortolived, 4t
Least as it couls be measured by its leaders’
mitment to further work.

THE CARTER PARDON SECOND STEP FOR DESERTERS
AND BAD PAPER VETS

While NCUUA was embroiled in political scruggle
over whether the amnesty coalition should shut

down, the Sace - Matnisrracion finally acted on
its promise to provide a program for deserters and
veterans with less-chan-honorable. discharges.
Carter

no
Instead. on Mar tary
Rorotd Bl Coid cha’ medCh: Chatiaig. d::an; o! che
prograz would be announced on April S, ai
|Gl e L e

th no other military charges pending against them
fould be eligible co o Feturn to milicary concrol to

¥

kel



the milicary. Longterm AWOL
arged, could apply, along Wit
neral and Undesirable discharges;
under a Special
The SDRP.

S, after being dis-
£32,000 vass with
o bave their

Discharge
ceirertn for upgrading

Alp Poug\ a conseience ¢

le' from
¢! an ins(!mcionelizat'nn n[
srrenc discharge review procedures

The program had been hastily drawn

©p, and its

finalized. Colhoun was able to Tepresent AMEX a

his FiEse Stecring Comitree weetirg. 1 tho BEated
because he went through the Army's deserter prograt
At the meeting, he moted the absence of Zigas and
Ransom, as well as Xaylor, Lynn, n. At the
time, he said that ﬂn.(r lack of attendance secmed
to indicate key nonleft NCUUA Steering Committee
henbers haé Lefc the SEnascy movement e
most had legitamate reasons for mot atte

Colhoun's conelus
of attendance that the key nonleft NCUUA activiscs
NCUUA was technically

ifficule eo drav one ingle conclusion
the nonleft members of

155ails were Falessed in a  piecenesl faghion over  had, in effect, rasigaed From
he nexc sevezal woeks. From the tine of the wrofg, but corfect in subscance.
+ the Carter " did its
best o take the 3 e orE the d-atep par-
nd tention of giving a o RCO0A seeer tng. Comngtcae
rogram's exis'zncc It now

gram's political bankrupteyi
se, it E’DJAG cxp re after six mon
1972, befors ost potentialans
Yotor its oxistenc

Tha mext regularly-scheduled NCUUA Scescing
2 fieezing was convened: {n mid~Apr

< 'decaila of the CusCer-program For desercecs
364 vets vers discussed and clebitie chough.
ideas o5 how to vespond to the progran poltica
Tacbase the question SE whcther BCUUK sote
doors remained the most crueial

<ifg che ammesty coslition. Despite che
bac 2igas and Ranson bad vesigned from NCUUA,
Shey cage £O the meecing a ot given
p its struggle m
cbers; patticularly sme of the vess, had argued

on
icants

ho olve. Lynn and

Jeanne Raylor, who replnced ondon 3y che eare

csentative to che Steering Commitcee, ag:
Satssd-che Iiquidacion questfon. They believed,
rary to the previous consensus, that the S\:eer‘
ittee did have the authority to dissolve
esty coalicion $ e Steering Commizcee
3 disband.

Once esolved to .mcp its doors open,
Least iong enough co laun

£o procest the seriously £
pardon p: im, the major discussion revolved
around future programmatic direction and

the structure of the new decisio
b i

hdv
hold

1 © c.ec., |8 new Sccel-
ing Commictee and to decide on NCUUA's futuze N
Directions," They proposed that amnesty group
culate position papers in advance of the conference
wizh proposals for the coalition’s new divections,
now chat many felt it no longer feasible to focus
solely on asmesty

To make the problea of seprosentation on
Steering Committes even more coi ch
et5 présent at the meeting vere votsd by
mainder of the Steering Committee to constitute the
inzerin vets commirtee. Several of the original
twolve Vats were unable to attend becsuse cthey
Iived far from New York, where most of the meetings
were held, and couldn't afford the rransporcation
fares. The National Office had appealed to the
grassroots affiliates to submit mames of people who
wanted £o be on che reconstituted Steering Com-
mitter, and a lot of names vere fortheoming. These
people were passed over, but it seemed nocessary
Yo make NCUUA's commitment to vets mere rhan &
series of promises.

The next Steering Committee meecing took place

nid-May, atc which time the pians for the NCUUA

‘Neu Directions' Conference in Milwaukee were

o
nE
5

Some were likely con:
cerned that a large influx of veterans into the
Sceering Comittes wuld

UM chat vould make 1t diffucylt to'resten st
St petat Tayche futere without being reninded
the “class and race” implications 0‘ caving
asnesty movement bofore universal and \mco-\dinnma
aznesty were won. 's concern was that vets wit
TEtele antinar politise woord cura NODIA fnch o
veterans lobbying organization and dror [he .mzn.-.n
Ticics it had taken us years co develon within

of

(CUUA.

Another factor which played a large role in soma
nonleft mesbers dropping out of NCULA was MELr
fatigue, The January 1976 to March 1977 period was
one of incense political struggle and conscan:
activity with little time for rest.
S Soer e ey S R
eriod, but the constant political bactles left us
rustrated and exhausted. Many of us had fgnored
our pergonal lives, or what was left of thea, for
too long, and needed time to rebuild AVEX
vasn't {fmune co these difficultios
difference was tha oo mich comnicment to
Quic 45 such & critical t inc; bccnuae e
Ad been at che denter of the smnesty ¢ for

Long, ve believed fc would have been pon:m.ny
lrreaponnbln for us to

e people like Lynn and Simon, and to a lessd

e , have continued working on amnesty
outside of the HCUUA Steering Committee context,
it isn't fully accurate to conclude all the noniafd
was sacisfied with the draft resisters-only pardony
and its class and race discrimimation.
ere was 4 general nonleft b
1 late 1976, and con=
£ 1977, ic
the NCUUA montefe

t t part o!
GiEEion e ot 05 conitule that

3
i

omguerm, dedicated amesty activists Bt Simon, director
of Gald Star Parents for Amesty; and the Rev. Barry Lym
OF e United Cramch of hrter. ac. 1977 Torenta
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&

bed Less political commitment g working class white
d minority categories of war resisters than to

whice and middle Class deaft resistors. AMEL quickly
understood that our initisl timerable of erding our

arnesty work by spring had to be revised due to the
pouticax devglopmen:s Of early 1977. We, too,
di Test and to move on to other things in

Sar 1ives esgecl:lly since there was no en
attle to

stituency would have been tantamount to abandoning
the political foundations of our amescy work over
the provious five-and-a-half years: to prevent the
amnesty movement from being stopped in its tracks
by'a partial amnesty.

AMEX BATTLES THE CARTER SECOND-STEP PARDON
FROM TORONTO

Altlwugh the details of the Carter

for deserters, however, a
legal barcier. Ve coneluded that ic would be up

to get information on the program out to
exiled deserters.

Over the soring and sugmer we did postert
Toronto and flontreal to acvertise the progzas end
our counseling services. We didn’t want desercers
fo g0 fnco ehe program cold, and we watched

S know, at loast, abouc 1
50\'. Zadio stacions co make. public
mcements about_the program and AMEK's
naun-eung sezvices, d1d numerous newepaper and
radio ralk show interviews, and arranged for de-
serters in other parts of Canada to do nedis. in-
terviews. We paid for ads in Toronto mewspapers £o |
goblicice che progras, and later che Raverend Ferck
of the Prosbyterian Church supplicd wus wich
Fonds to advextise our counseling services fs
Cansdian cit:

‘ALthough counselin
during the duration of
expired on October 4, v
could counsel desercérs we had to attempt to for

the border was sti

=g

did become a najor 2
raz

ce

Sachnical changes in che program. In che process
of reseasching the Carcer program, red
najor in the € ses

pardon for deserters and some bad paper vers were
supposed to have been announced on April 5, 1977,
it was readily apparent that there were many crit-
dcal gaps in the operacional aspects of the program
Which the Carter Adminiscrarion had made. no
plans. Tho general outline of the program for de-
sczcexs i deorarsing encu
o

asger) then amxloty about returning to che militacy
which some had Left up to a decade earlier. But it
Becane: ovan more Erusrcacing to Leam chat the

ies

the

S
ew little more uhour u She what oue

program

amed up uuh
fo fnvestigate che detaile ef the progran
and eventually bacame AMEX's primar: At

Processing of deserers. The Mazine Corps a" cu:p
Pendleton, for example. was threatening oo
martia} returning ANOL's instead of foilowing the
guidelines of che program. Some services’ propram
fook one day, while otfhars cook seven-co-cen: &
had developed a contact in the ¥ hom
ve reported chese Lnequities, who &n turn denied. s
that they existed, but wrote administration memos
concerning them. Eventually, after several calls
of this sort, che administration was able to make
the various services' programs more uniform.

e sectous flaw in the progran concern
sercers who had taken out c..-,-i

uch
erters, only to bar them from entering the U.S.
because of the "crime” of taking out Canadian

Ve reported

€0 the White House aide that che
U.S. Consulate

in Calgaxy, Alberta had £old cwo

Ehe sagie. tine; Grossmen focused mainly on the Pro-
{duction of the pext Lssue of magazine
shich would analyze tho two sce Carter
pazdon politically And legally.

Coltioun and Somsky soon concluded in the course

4
of their research on the carcer second ste

not golng to

that
blxeize the
nly al; e

so sav th
t only was the pro-
am politically unjulc. buz Che Peatagon and. the
Songeian ware temmidy uw € undarent its lisited
benefits by not adverttnng it, and by rrying t
deny those vats who sot their discharges upgcaded
the vetering benefics. to which they were now
Legally enticled, Anci-amesty bills in Congress
yore passing by large majorities. A significantly
for deserters and vets, et alone

sor clvslhns with ancivar "eriminal” records,

v in the distance. We decided the progzan
i'r!ets might be the last chance for a
number of years for deserters to Bt disl:lurgcd and
legally visit or li.ve in the
first time in a decade. The period between
the uncondstonal pazdon for draft resiscers snd
the imited pardon for deserters was a difficulc
one, as both dra

s with recent. anadian cicizen-
ship that they were eligible for the deserter pro-
gram, but that as soon as they were discharped they
would be classified as undesirable aliens. Wa &lso
deternined that the supervisor of U.S. Immigracion
t the Toronto International Airport had said the
same thing. But our White louse contact repiied
tha {c Just vasn't true. Ve were concimually de-
ceived by, th about. the iikelihood of the
indesirabl A e e
next ceven-to-ten days.! Our Lep
Washington wore also advising ua that it would be
only a matter of days until this problem was re-
solved, This continued from mid-april uncil late
May, when we realized the administration was either
unwilling or unable to make che necessary chango,
Then we tried to get the U.S, and Canadian medfa
interested {n the problem, but the aide lied to
Joury Journalist, vho disbelieved us and
the White House li
program ended,
the program's limited legal relief was largely
indercut, This imigration law thvarted the desire
of those draft resisters and deserters who took
out Cavadian elcizenship buc wanted co reguin U.s.
i move back to the State

began
to considor vill.:h\g or uvtug again in the States;

Sauld epply on'the'sems batts e axyalian apyx)sng
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five-page bork outite. Coltoun and Grossnan die-
he outline in gene crma with Knight

telephone. Alt hon;h we a1l thought we b

ideas abox ecams clear sifex

\
.
1
!

rged us to co—'!v\'xe S bonk: pro-
eince he was the only one with sufficient
do the writing, we decided to put the pro-
€ until the fali when we might have more

o iros out our differences.

NCUUA SEARCHES FOR NEW DIRECTIONS: SPRING 1977

for the amnest
er Adninjstration had
the pardon program. NCUUA
to force Cartér to broaden both
pr(‘v ested both

eal of Lhiemsx
U L,\ weakened. The. §
c was whether

s amon
+ amncsty work shouid |
tinued. The AMEX speak-

 widespread
* be com
h

A
turned o tr

cti
National OFfic
the newly-for

inki) 0w the national

uld relate conrimied ammesty

Gcsl activicies. and how to give

cize process leadership

cacion, however, was lan'. many of
Trenberry

Angther pro:

he
of cmhltmn work dur.ng late summer
job was to make certain that
to'insure that an NCUUA with a'slightly

orientation would continue without

We viewed KCUDA'S New Directions conference in
June as an open conference would be
axthanged and & consensus reuched: THe New Dizec-
tions conference, we hoped, would not only br




vets and other new forces into the =ainstream of
BCUUA's work, but at the same time back
experienced nonleft aunesty activists and groups
such &= the AFSC nd CCCO which had Seopped out
£LHUIATK new disections
1ev

should work “ro insure that the nex:
met uith ay aven:gresser rastscance; "
e conference alsd mandated that sll suchives
advance the fight agatmer sexism and Taciss. The
conference lighced ‘::d‘hﬁ first the

E

i ity
from groups which didn't
left, which inturp vnuld
nonleft at the nat:

vel
g:zcelve ves
Belp to brin Sack che

tha the amnesty move-
ment stood BE & iceirises saa deiisece crosstoad,

we didn’t want to play a "heavy” leadershin rolé
-t the conference, especially unu FOST O were
e year. We believed

impor . woman z0.ch

nd amnesty movements, l!lé ledged to give zoTe

visib Ticy 'o u_s: war resisters, WCUUA's cont £r...eé
vets. disproperticnate!

ninarity cu:-mx:{-s and commitment &
eton Fourteen case

began to concretize

MEX. was pleased wicth che general oucc

New Directions Conference. Ne. CRing ‘Lhat

approuh of trying ro find but Lhat was ace
ening ot che grasszoore level, and giving

ese focal tni-

. to rerire latar in T

£hat far NCWUA to continue to exist. the coalition
Bad to be transformed vay vhich would reca
of our old supporters, whi:

working class and minority forces. Since

and mistrust were hemes in early 1911

jwe believed it wise to allow the conference to move
slouly, afcer s fall debate over ACUA's new dize-

NCUUA’S NEW DIRECTIONS CONFERENCE IN MILNAUKEE

Goi-n( iﬂ:o [be H.ilvauket conference, the three-

Bt Cothoum, Crossman, ana, Seuare mmhmsm a
draft resister and actor who was Working at the AMEX
office, were ready to play 2 Tou-key leadership ole.
Colboun gave che ke address, consisting of
conpresscd Ristory Sf the Antive: eod amasly move-
mente, led with S Sh-nk 2 workshop on “The Lessons of
Vietnaz a e Wars," and co-chai
di.u:nﬁan \dth n< berry on NCUUA'

ture

osaman wap on & person panel with Karyl Lee
|and ‘Susan Schnall of the Ml Cany- ol Vet erant
Action Ceﬂ:et. on the role of women in the ammesty

Bovement

e
didn't play a large role in the plenary debates over

A*s’ future directions, which felt appropriate
M R planned to phase out of the amnesty
gork once che transicion peried was cospleted. In
fact, to our embarassment, . Grossman, and
Shank hed to decline sl e e

tee, This vas a strange feeling

t&:cr ». lying 2 major zole throug

szory.. Sex r pai:

. birect lons conference declded upon whar
ek belteved o be s
{for the future,

b an
yacl.lly o smsl.--np. Dischar,
lecided to begtn work on military and coun
Tecruitment in high gchools and olsewhere, ©
poxt GI organizing strussles, as well as

Efaue work on civilien antiwar resisters, foilow-
ing 9p the slogan developed by the lefr earlier in

the year ar the Toront e for
rhe Future, Not’Just the Past.”

Fhe Vietnan ¥ar and resistance co future U.S. vars
AMEX po-

xesistance to speak to the need for
future resistance to future

atives et bhe nattonal decel Alo
smescy progras was sppropriate.
democratic approsch of

racher than trying

%o force program

level that might icok
t'ilﬂz.é in xa::xco
worked had ti

chat o

from che grassroocs sccivis
ference position papers indicated that

nat s
b e
some local

tion question never became a major
conference.

CONGRESSIONAL BACKLASH AGAINST THE
CARTER PARDON PROGRAM

position AEX ook in late 1673 tha
acnesty would come from & new Preside
ghan from Congress vas confirmed. ot
fact that Carter acted on amne:
che constderable congressional Beckiagh:cha
diveloped in Tesponse to Carter's Lint don
eseence of these

passed an smendment deaying the Depacement of Jus-
tice funds with which to implesent th .
ardon. The Senare defeated an amen

lican Senator Mark Hacfield which would have
©ed che anci-drafc zesister pardon smeniment

=

of Justice for Fis-
:n Texx 1978 Boch the e o the passed
eterans benefits to those vets who

d not ha

program, but wo: ified for ing
Tnder tha regalar crizeria., dnd Carcer chose fo sign
Inco law chis lezislation which essentially un-

ral u ) seriously-£lawed program. Congress
Voted o rrment of Justice any funds
il .ndvnruu 1its program for deserters
and vers. Many o smendments passed by two-
o-one margins ot e many conservatives and
of the milirary 1al com-
plex in Congress. it has mot been possidle to de-
velop enough st for che passage of even tie
zosc limited smescy bill. Although KCWA’s nom-
Lef: consistently attempred o focus the amesc
% on Congress, none of chese titie
hance of passage: and NCUDA's his-
toric flirtations with cangrecthmal Tobbying

U.S. wazs o
“through cumn{ sanesty wrk with smeuY"mu-
‘militaristic wor! 0 Resist Coa

pur in ie posh’.ion paper

which con-

sistently brought the mm-exus :mllzloﬂ into
crisis. As the lace Seastor Philip Hart sald:
Conee e it actar s e Soelin) 5 ATy tig O Ay
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When the first American war resisters left the
ed Staces for exile in Qenadavdiring chnimid-
did so as individua

fu
movement existed to serve the needs of newly

opposition to the war.
ear

act

,ma i seprans

a
AMEX
s

g war resisters, let alonm
fogram for expressin
By the late 1960s and
1y:1970s, local immigration aid groups de-
oped to help the mew arrivals find hovsing
and landed {mmigrant status. AT the $:
vere formed which. in adai
als, attemp o find pm:-
St
ity opposition to the Vietnas

itial period of exile commmicy
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£ron Canadian police and polic-

ving force of the extle movesent
can var resis

‘.“a. )‘.arv 'oined
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the

b Phased out
144

55 2

ialetie

ies in a'-lednn, F:ance Ard
is international exile support

ultanesusly with the creation a
ass amaesty ion in the U.§
X slayed a loadiog rol . 1y in bringing
 Nacional Couneil for rsal. Unconditional
ino being, bur e

progran for o amnesty
During our six-year amnesty
£ i

coalition
A

ke

!
three presidents--Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, and!
Jimy Certer-over the smancy dastie: We wateh i

g to his of n San Clemente
vl(H an urco’:dl“iora‘ pardon in his pocket after §
ars of ppposing amnesty for war resisters. In |

e afcermach of the Nixon pardon, President
Ford declared a pumitive, condicional ammesty.

£ Lod & call For a boyeort of ehis phony .
Clemency Progran. The boycott was successful.
Althou; 2 re;usea to grant another ammesty,
we l'.:lpsd aop ssue alive uncil cthe 1976
election campaign during which the grassroots of

tion pressed che leading
fc presidential candida AMEX helped
campaign on candidate Jimmy
Carter's, nominacion in
“hia fueugucation in Janusr

7 led the attack against the class and
Face'discrintnation of Carter s proposed draft
Tesister-only pardon.

Hhen Carter announced his unconditiona
pardon on Ty 21 A osted nn NCUUA
amnesty e Sntarence ere LI\E umnest.y movement
blasted Carter for mot including deserters, bad

and civilians with antiwar charges
On April 5, 1977, the Carter Ad~
=inistracion announced the details of

ers with less-than-honorable discharges.
REX Ted NCUUA in sctacking che second’scep of
the Carter pard ogram

. at the h(ginnlng of AMEX's struggle
told by supporters

for | mes‘y, we were
cr:

oint in the post-
Tikely chac there
foms fars of Liufted pardon, bue
Heioves e maid 1% vhire, middle-class
draft resisters at the expense of wo'lrinﬁ class
& 1f the possibilii

o ning 3 broad
we believed Lt would result only Erom widespread
sxagsroots policical campaign. It was out goal

to SucCh a Brassroots mavement, ore
Such & presideatial aceion. Six years later,
REX can rake sacisfact n our part in the

o

amesty s(rugg: even though we didn’t win our

gcal of universal and uncos tional annesty.
the course of our 'vcm()ca.

tive: g
able to lead = popular movement through which w
explained to the American people the reasons for
oue sestatence and cur mmmesty deund. We holped
to the amnesty. dise\.asio-a £o

Jeata el o Tar tabate Abois: el Vier.nxm
War for two years after the liberation of

Vietnam, and more than four years after the
ng of che Paris Geasefire Agreoment. AWK
crument. developing exile as a part
3 movement
After s Frosteacing initial period of polit-

sl scalesate between the nonlefc and lefc
forces {n NCUUA, we did learn that it was
possible to work in a cross-class coalition with-
out making basic pol{cical cappronises. Ve cane
to view NCUU. roug! e perspective of the
Saftie: degacy of uRitel feong ok, AE cha

UUA, AMEX and our allies estab-
ticaily satisfactory statement of
purpose, Had we insisted on a more politically
advanced level of unity, we would have forced
the nonleft our of the coalition. However, had
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3y Eovement was also wnabl

transcend this major charateristic of Vietnan-

¥a American polirfes: It was ot able to win

scrong suppors from ni.nor'r.y commmiries and

grosps. trade unions and ather vorking class
women’s sovement and the

ganiracional starements on amnest: o
&rmesty news reports in o §=nmn.e-m i
cations when atnmesty periodically becase
rate-cuned media.

Fiontpage news in the cor ia
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fox chis reste vith AMIX and the am-
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3
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s Marxists, to lpp'l.y
¥ work:

cther over a long period of time, e
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lective discipline that grew naturally frow our

c: personal relaiionships.

ntznnfnticn took on & ng
i inpossidle for AMEX's work o stop before
we Bad done all that was possible from our
exile base in Toronto. We discovered in the
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Contribution co the antivar movement and to the
evoiution an.s prozotion of a new fom os warx
Zesistance. We bope our most fmporcant legacy

sgiins' Third World national Liberation move-
meats, should the need arise M






