BRANCH ACTIVITIES:

The Branch invites distinguished speakers to its monthly meetings. Our topics and speakers this past year were:

January:     People’s Parliament – how the UN can be transformed through a parliamentary dimension.                                                          February:   Global Politics – saving the commons and the commoners through co-operative stewardship.          March:        ‘Transforming the Permanent War Economy’ presented by Alfred Lambremont Webre.                   April:          UNPA Media Launch with Ian Waddell, Adriane Carr and Simma Holt.                                May:           Woodrow and John Coward on the military Eco-Bootprint.                                                  June:           Dr. Leonard Angel on ‘Planet Earth: The Exploding Balloon’ - Part 1.                                      July:            Dr. Leonard Angel – ‘How Severe Is The Global Ecological Crisis?’- Part 2.                                                                   August:       Dr. Leonard Angel – ‘Ecological Disaster - Preventable or  Not’- Part 3.                           September:  Professor Maurice Copithorne on civil society and international law.  Also joint sponsorship          with UNA-Vancouver and UBC School of Social Work of Dr. Richard B. Splane Lecture given by Dr. Keith Banting on immigration and multiculturalism.                                                                                                                                         October:     Dr. Leonard Angel – ‘Solutions for Global Ecological Problems’- Part 4                      November:  Academic Panel on UN Parliamentary Assembly with Dr. Michael Byers, Terry Farrell and Patricia Marchak.                                                                                                                                        December:  The evolution of the International Criminal Court and justice initiatives in Kosovo, Rwanda, Darfur and Northern Uganda.   
 VANCOUVER BRANCH SUPPORTS UN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY INITIATIVE
The UNPA campaign is fashioned to address a very important structural requirement – adding a parliamentary forum where the people of the world, not just their states, are represented in this international political forum.  This proposal is very pragmatic, as well as visionary. 

This campaign proposes that the UNPA be initially established as a consultative body attached to the UN General Assembly and comprised of existing parliamentarians from the nations of the world.  A UN charter amendment would not be necessary and hence not be subject to a veto.

This evolutionary model was used successfully in establishing and legitimizing the European Parliament, which was initially an appointed consultative body, and now is a directly elected parliament with gradually increasing decision-making powers and authority.
The World Federalist Movement-Canada is campaign coordinator for Canada, and Vancouver branch has offered assistance. We are looking for individuals in every riding in Canada willing to contact their MP and request endorsement, since we believe that existing parliamentarians are in the best position to advance the UNPA proposal, and are most likely to support the concept of greater citizen input through a parliamentary dimension at the global level. If you are able to help please contact Larry at 604 874-9982 or e-mail lkazdan@shaw.ca.  We are building a cross-Canada network of activists working on this issue.  Info kits will be provided.  See our website at www.unpacampaign.ca for details.  You can also endorse the proposal personally on-line.  This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create evolving change in the global political architecture, and to establish an institution that symbolizes and enhances global citizenship. Please be part of history by taking action!  Go to www.unpacampaign.ca - learn, endorse, join!     
























