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SCANDINAVIAN DANCERS OF VANCOIJVER

The F i rs t  T rventv  Years l  1970-1990

Backg round

The  f i r s t  wave  o f  Scand inav ian  immig ran ts  t o  B r i t i sh  Co lumb ia
came a rounc i  t he  t u rn  o f  t he  cen tu ry .  I t  was ,  howeve r ,  t he  se - *
c o n d  w a v e ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  a n d  a f t e r  h ' o r l d  w a r  r r ,  t h a t
e s t a b l i s h e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  c l u b s  a n d  s u p p o r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i [ h i r r
t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o r n m u n i t y  i n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  a r e a :  s o c i - a 1  c 1 u b s ,
c h u r c h e s ,  h e a l t h  b e n e f i t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  c r e d i t  u n i o n s ,  e t c .  T h i s
was  a l so  t he  t ime  when  the  Scand inav ian  commun ic ies  began  the i r
i n d i v i d u a l  f o l k  d a n c e  c l u b s .  r n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e
language  o f  t he  c l ub  and  few  non -scand j -nav ians  pa r t i c i pa tec l .
The re  was  gene ra l l y  1 i t t l e  con tac t  among  the  Scand inav lan  c iance
g roups ,  excep t  f o r  t he  annua l  Scand inav ian  M idsummer  Fes t i va l
he ld  ac  t he  now de func t  Swed ish  Pa r l<  i n  | t r o r - t h  vancouve r  and  the
less  impor tan t  Scand  i na t , i an  M id ' , v i n te r  FesE i  va_ l  .

Fo rna t i on  o f  t he  New C lub

B y  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  t h e  f l o w  o f  s c a n d i n a v i a n  i - n m i g r a n t s  b e c a m e  a
t r i ck le  and ass in - r i lac i -on  caused a  membersh ip  c lec l ine  in  the  Scan-
; i - - " i ^ -  ^ 1 , ' h -  - i - ^ 1 , , , 1 ; ^ ^  r - L ^  r ^u r - n d v r a i i  L  r u u s ,  l - n c r u ( ] - r n B  L n e  o a n c e  g r o u p s .

Ib  N ie l sen  was  a t  t ha t  t ime  p res iden t  o f  t he  Dan i sh  Canad ian  Fo l k
Dance  Group ,  wh i ch  danced  i n  t he  basemen t  o f  t he  Dan i sh  Chu rch  n r r
P r i n c e  A l b e r t  S t r e e t .  D w i n d l i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  s u r r , i v a l
o f  t he  c l ub ,  and  Ib  was  manda ted  to  con tac t  t he  Swec j i sh  dance  g r ' oup
w i t h  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  a m a l g a m a t e  a n d  c r e a t e  a  S c a n d i n a v i a n  c l a n c e  i l u b
" 1 i k e  t h e  o n e  i n  S e a t t l e "  ( a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  S k a n d i a ) .

L e i f  a n d  I r j a  S v e n s s o n  w e r e  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e s  b e h i n d  t h e  S w e d i s h
F o l k  D a n c e  c l u b ,  L e k s t u g e n ,  w h i c h  d a n c e d  a t  t h e  S w e d i s h  H a l l  o n
Has t i ngs  S t ree t .  They  were  expe r i enc ing  the  sa rne  mernbe rsh . i  p  p rob
l - e m s  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  t r y  a  S c e n d i n a v i a n  d a n c e  c l u b .

T h e  g r o u p  b e g a n  d a n c j - n g  i n  t h e  D a n i s h  c h u r c h  j n  r h e  f a l l  o f  I 9 7 i
Le i f  was  to  t each  Swed ish  dances  and  rage  Pede rsen  was  to  t each
D a n i s h  d a n c e s .  I n s t r u c t i o n  h , a s  t o  b e  i n  E n g l i s h .  T h e  f i r s t  p u b r r c r
p e r f o r m a n c e  w a s  a t  a  t r a d e  f a i r  a t  t h e  P N E  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 ' 7 2 .
The  second  pe r fo " rmance  was  a t  Amb les lde  Pa rk  i n  l r / es t  Vancouve r  t ha t
s a m e  s p r i n g  ( s e e  p h o t o s  i n  s c r a p  b o o k ) .  T h e  d a n c e r s  i n c l L r c i e c  L e i f
a n d  I r j a ,  A l i c e  S i m a n d ,  O l o f  S a n d e r s ,  T a g e  P e d e r s e n ,  M a r g a r e t - A n n
Jones ,  and  Anna  E r i ksson .  Mus i c  was  by  Sven  Aage  01sen  anc i  I b
N i e l s e n .



L e i f  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  b y  m o v i n g  t o  B u r n a b y ,  a n d
f o r  o n e  y e a r  t h e y  d a n c e d  a t  t h e  B u r n a b y  A r t s  C e n t r e "  T h e  B u r n a b ,
m u n i c i p a l i t - v  h a d  j u s t  a c q u i r e d  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  g r o u p  d a n c e d
f o r  f r e e  u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e  M a t h e r  H o u s e .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  p r e m i s e s
were  renova ted ,  t he re  f o l l owed  a  subs tan t i a l  i nc rease  i n  t he  renc
and  the  g roup  moved  back  to  t he  Dan i sh  Church  basemen t  j - n  Vancouve r i

The  C lub  Evo l ves

Tage  Pede rsen  moved  ou t  o f  t own  and  Le i f  was  no t  ab le  t o  con t l nue
as  i ns t ruc to r  because  o f  o the r  commi tmen ts .  Anna  E r i ksson  ( l a te r
Anna  Segas ) ,  who  had  j us t  a r r i ved  f rom Sweden  to  wo rk  f o r  t he  swed .
i sh  T rade  Commiss ion ,  was  an  av j -d  dance r  and  took  ove r  t he  i ns t ruc -
t 1 o n .

n , , - - i - ^  + l . ^ F  ^ ^ - i ^ l  J ^ ^ ^ i - ^  ^ - lu u r l n g  L n a r  p e r t o o ,  o a n c r n g  a n o  t e a c h i n g  w e r e  d o n e  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o
l i v e  m u s i c .  T h e  d a n c e  l e a d e r  g e n e r a l l y  d e c i d e d  w h a t  w a s  d a n c e d
d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  " r e q u e s t  h o u r "  a n d  l i t t 1 e  g e n e r a l
g e n e r i c  d a n c i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  l i t t r e  f o r m a l  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  c l u b ,
and  even  the  name Scand inav ian  Dance rs  o f  Vancouve r  i s  more  a  p roc i
u c t  o f  c o i n c i d e n t a l  e v o l u t i o n  t h a n  o f  a n y  d e l i b e r a L e  a n d  f o r m a l
g r o u p  d e c i s  l o n .  M o s t  o f  t l r e  m e m b e r s  a t  t l r a L  t  i m e  w e r e  e t h n i c s ,
ma in l y  f r om the  Swed ish  and  Dan ish  commun i t i es .  The re  we re  a  f e r v
N o r w e g j - a n s ,  a n d  f o r  a w h i - 1 e  t h e  c l u b  e n j o y e d  a  " F i n n i s h  p h a s e "  w i t h
seve ra l  members  f r om the  F inn i sh  commun i t y .

The  1970 ' s  saw  i n  Sweden  a  sh i f t  away
w a r d s  g e n e r i c  d a n c e s .  C < , i r d o n  T r a c i e ,
S e a f f I e -  I e d  r h - i  s  r e v i v a l  m o v e m e n t  o nt  + L s  u r r +

i m p r e s s e d  w j - t h  G o r d o n ' s  t e a c h i n g  t h a t
t o  V a n c o u v e r  t o  g i v e  a  p o l s k a  w o r k s h o p

l l h  -  l lr n e  K u u s  r r a

f r o m  n a t t e r n  d a n c e s  a n d  t o -
the  founde r  o f  Skand ia  i n
t h e  W e s [  C o a s t .  A n n a  w a s  s o
s h e  a r r a n o e d  f , r r  h i m  L o  c - o m c '

L a i n e  R u u s  t o o k  o v e r  a s  j - n s t r u c t r e s s  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  a n d  t h e  c l u b  e n t e r e d
a  n e w  e r a .  M o r e  n o n - S c a n d i n a v i a n s  j o i n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  n o
a t temp ts  r ve re  made  a t  p romo t  -Lon  ou ts ide  the  Scand inav i . an  co rnmun i t y  .
T h e  c . l r r b  h e p a n  u s i t r p  t a n P ( l  m t t s i c .  e Y c e n f  f , r r  n e r f o r m a n c e s  ( R 6 l a n d

\  r r v r q r

W i k  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  " t a p e  l i . b r a r i a n " ) ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  g r a d u a l  s h i f t
- - a s  i n  S e a t t l e ' s  S k a n d i a - - a w a y  f r o m  s e t  a n d  p a t t e r n  d a n c e s  a n d  t o -
w a r d s  b y g d e d a n c e s .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 B O ' s ,  n o n - s c a n d i n a v i a n  m u s i c i a n s  t o o  b e g a n  t o  t a k e
an  i n te res t  j - n  t he  c l ub - -ano the r  t r end  w i th  pa ra l l e l s  i n  Sea t t l e .
F , v c n F r r a l ' l v  f h c r p  e v o l v e d  t h r e e  d a n c e  h a n d s  ( P j c k l e d  H e r r i n o -  G a t r l m e l -v r u r r : u u r v u r r

D a n s k ,  a n d  a  l o o s e - k n i t  j a m  s e s s i o n  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " A l 1 s p e 1 " ) ,  a l l  o f
r vh - i  ch  n l  a  ved  f  o r  oc -cas i  ona l  r ep r r l a r  dance  sess ions  as  we l l  as  f  o r
p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  p a r t i e s .
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F o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  l 6  y e a r s  ,  L a i n e ' s  n a m e  \ , v ' a s  s v n o n y m o u s  w  I  t h
S c a n d i n a v i - a n  d a n c i n g  i n  V a n c o u v e r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c l u b  d i d  h a v e  a n
e l e c t e d  e x e c u t i v e ,  i t  w a s  i n  r e a f i t y  L a i n e  w h o  L o o k  o n  t h e  l i o n ' s
s h a r e  o f  t h e  w o r k .  S h e  p l a n n e d  t h e  t e a c i r i n g ,  d i d  t h e  t e a c h i n g ,
d i  r e c r e r i  f  h e  n e r f  r r r m a n r - c  o r c r r r n  a r r a n o r . d  n a r F  i  r ' , :  (  a n r i  r - n , r k p r i  f  r r r

6 r v q H r  
u r  L

t h e m ) ,  a n d  l o o k e d  a f L e r  c o s t u m e s .  l V h e n  s h e  l e f t ,  f i r s t  t o  l i v e
i n  S w e d e n  f  o r  a  y e a r ,  a n d  l - a t e r  t o  t a k e  a  n e \ {  j c l b  i  n  T o r o n t o ,  m a n y
wondered  i f  t he  c l ub  wou ld  su rv i ve .

E n t e r i n g  O u r  T h i r d  D e c a d e  " . .

T h e  c i - u b  d i d  s u r v i v e ,  a n d  e n t e r e d  a  n e r v  p h a s e  w L t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t j e s
s p r e a d  a m o n g  m a n y  m e m b e r s .  V a r i o u s  d a n c e r s  L o o k  L u r n s  t e a c h i n g .
T h e  n u m e r o u s  t a s k s  w h i c h  h a d  o n c e  d e v o l v e d  u p c l n  [ h e  d a n c e  l e a d e r
( s u c h  a s  p e r f o r m a n c e  d i r e c t o r ,  a r c h i v i s t ,  t a p e  i i b r a r i a n )  w e r e  d o c
u m e n t e d  i n  a  s e t  o f  g u i d e l l n e s  f o r  r u n n i n g  t h e  c l u b ,  s o  t h a t  t h e s e
t a s k s  c o u l d  b e  m o r e  r e a d l l v  s h a r e d  a m o n g  e l e c t e d  a n d  a p p o i - n t e d  o f f i *
L g !  J .

T h e  g r o u o  s t a r t e d  a c t i v e . I y  s e e k i n g  n e w  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m u n
i r v -  a n d  i n  f h e  f a l l  o F  l 9 B B  n r e s i d e n t  B o b  R e d l i c h  a n t l  L v n d a  B u r r o u p l rL ' . t  t

s t a r t e d  a  F r j d a y  n i g h r  g r o u p ,  i n i t i a - 1 l y  i n L e n d e d  f o r  " r e e r s  a n d
t w e n t i e s " ,  a t  S u n r i s e  H a ] 1 .

C l u b  o f f j " c e r s  a l s o  g r a p p l e d  w i t h  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n  o f  " w h e r e
Lo  dance" .  lVhen  the  Dan ish  Church  was  so ld  t o  a  Ch inese  cong rega t i on

i n  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  c l u b  m o v e d  t o  D o u g l a s  P a r k  C o r n m u n i t y  C e n t r e .  T h i s
f a c i l i t y  w a s  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  L w o  r o o m s  f o r  d a n c i n g ,  s o  I h a t  L a i n e ' s
i d p a  o f  s e n A r a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  h e p i n n e r s  c - o r r l r i  a t  l a s E  b e  f o r m a l -
i z e d ,  w i t h  b a s i c  s L e p s  b e i n g  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  a d d j r i o n a l  r o o m  f r o n
B : 0 0  t o  9 : 0 0  p m ,  f  c . . ' 1 1 o w e d  b y  c o f  f  e e  a n d  r e q u e s t  d a n c i n g  w i t h  t h e  m a  i n
g r o u p .  W h e n  D o u g l a s  P a r k  b e g a n  r e m o d e l l i n g  i h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  r e s t r u c .
t r r r i  n o  t h e i  r  n r ( ) p r a m m e s  a n d  f  e e s  -  f  h c  o r o r r n  d c r -  i d e d  t o  s e e k  a n o t h e r
l o c a t i c n .  T h e  1 9 E 9 - 9 0  s e a s o n  b e g a n  i n  S u n r i s e  f l a 1 1  a n d  f j , n i s h e d  i n

M o b e r l y  P a r k  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e  o n  P r i n c e  A l b e r t - - n o t  a n  i d e a l  l o c a t i o r r
f  o r  a l l  m e m b e r s ,  b u t  o n e  w h i c h  p r , - : r ' i C e d  a  s e p a r a t e  r o o m  f  c l r  b e q i n n e r
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n  a f  f  o r d a b l e  r e n [ ,  a n d  a  f  f  e x i b l e  c - 1  t - r s  i  n g  t i m e  f  o r  d a n c e
e v e n i n g s .

I n  1 9 8 7  t h e  c l u b  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  S p r i n g  E q u i n o x  B a l l -  a n d  t h u s  b e g a n  a n

annua l  t r ad i t i on .  The  i n i t i a l  pu rpose  was  to  make  th i s  even t  an  oc -

cas ion  fo r  t he  Vancouve r  g roup  to  ge t  t oge the r  w i t h  t he  No rv idda

Le i ka re r  o f  Be l l i ngham and  o the r  l oca1  Scand inav i -a t r  g roups ,  and  so  i t

w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  c o n v e n i e n t l y - l o c a t e d  E a s t  D e l t a  H a 1 l .  T h o u g h  t h e

e v e n t  h a s  e v o l v e d  b e y o n d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a i m ,  i t  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e

h e l d  i n  m o r e  r r c o u n t r y f i e d "  h a l l  s  o u t s i d e  V a n c o u v e r .

?


